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DEPARTMENT STORES 
DEFEATED. 


T will be recalled by our readers that 
the Kings County (Brooklyn) Board 
of Pharmacy brought suit in a police 

court against ABRAHAM & STRAUS some 
six months since, charging them with con- 
ducting a pharmacy department in con- 
travention of the Pharmacy act. In 
May a decision was rendered by Police 
Justice WALSH finding the defendants 
guilty of having ‘‘ opened and conducted 
a store for retailing medicines without 
having complied with the provisions of 
Chapter 502 of the Laws of 1879 and the 
Amendments thereof.’’ The defendants 
admitted the sale of a bottle containing 
100 quinine pills and of a bottle of pare- 
goric, and further admitted that these 
were medicines within the meaning of 
the act. The sole claim set up by the 
defense was that these medicines were in 
original packages and that their sale by 
the department store in packages bear- 
ing the label of the wholesaler from 
whom they were purchased did not con- 
stitute retailing. 

Upon the rendering of 
THE BOARD this decision by the po- 
SUSTAINED. Jice justice, EDWARD M. 
Grout, the counsel for the department 
store, took an appeal, and this appeal has 
at last been decided in favor of the Board 
by Justice Hurp. Unfortunately we are 
unable to present the full text of Justice 
Hurp’s decision, since it was rendered 
immediately before his departure for the 
country with his wife, who died en route. 
Under the circumstances, no decision hav- 
ing been filed with the clerk of the court 
beyond the mere affirmation of the de- 
cision of the lower court, we cannot pre- 
sent in full the views of the learned 
Judge upon the case. It is sufficient, 
however, for the cause of pharmacy that 
victory has been won over such influen- 
tial and wealthy opponents as were se- 
lected by the Board for making this test 
case. As we remarked in connection with 
the decision in the lower court, the case 
is, we believe, unique, as the issue was 
fairly joined and there was no question 
save to determine whether or not phar- 
macy laws could be enforced in the face 


of opposition backed by ample means and 
influence. Many boards of pharmacy 
have purposely refrained from attacking 
wealthy corporations owning department 
stores, fearing that any action on their 
part would be nullified by the powerful 
influence that these corporations are able 
to bring to bear, and which might pos- 
sibly even bring about the repeal of any 
law which was found to be inimical to 
their interests. All honor to the Board 
of Pharmacy of the County of Kings for 
their temerity in undertaking so serious 
a task as that of bringing to the bar the 
largest and wealthiest department store 
within the domain subject to their powers, 
and may the example set be soon fol- 
lowed by other boards throughout the 
United States, for by this means some 
little relief may possibly be obtained from 
the fierceness of competition to which 
the retail drug trade is subjected. 





THE MONTREAL MEETING. 


HE members of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association have before 
them an enticing programme, both 

of scientific and commercial discussions 
and of recreation, at the meeting at Mon- 
treal. What the meeting will bring 
forth in the matter of subjects for dis- 
cussion it would be difficult to forecast, 
but there is every probability of the ses- 
sions of the commercial section being en- 
livened by vigorous criticisms of almost 
everything, both in and out of the or- 
ganization. 

Outside of the meeting rooms, how- 
ever, the members will no doubt find 
themselves unanimous in their apprecia- 
tion of the hospitalities which will be 
extended, and after the adjournment of 
the meeting there will be an embarrass- 
ment of riches in the choice of excursions 
to points of interest within easy reaching 
distance of Montreal. Quebec, with its 
quaint Old World flavor, will be visited 
by a large number, and being there so 
near to the mysterious Saguenay, that 
widely famed river will undoubtedly at- 
tract many visitors. The White Moun- 
tains also are easy of access from Mon- 
treal, more particularly for such as visit 
Quebec, and the members from the West 
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will no doubt avail themselves of the 
opportunity to take in some or all of 
these points of interest before returning 
to their homes. 


a 


OUR SPECIAL ISSUE. 


ANY of our readers are doubtless 
awaiting with pleased anticipation 
‘ the publication of our special an- 
niversary number of Augnst 25. The 
announcements made from time to time 
in these columns relative to the prize 
competitions and other special features 
of this number have put them in posses- 
sion of some idea, inadequate though it 
be, of what to expect. No iabor or 
money has been spared by the publishers 
to make this issue of the journal surpass 
in its leading features the handsome 
special number of last year. Eminent 
pharmaceutical writers have contributed 
special articles on subjects of interest 
both in literary, scientific and technical 
directions and a complete list of the con- 
tributed articles now in hand would fill 
this page. We are, in fact, suffering 
from what the French term an embarrass- 
ment of riches. Among the articles of 
special note in hand for our next issue is 
a fully illustrated article on ‘*Pharmacy 
in India,’’ by WILLIAM MAIR, an accom- 
plished Scotch pharmacist, who has been 
a resident of India for a period of four 
years, and who is the joint author, with 
Dr. Kanny LatL Dey, CLE, of a 
eyciopedic work on ‘‘ The Indigenous 
Drugs of India,’’ which is newly from the 
press ani which has received the warm. 
est commendations from those pharma- 
cognocists who have seen the advance 
sheets. 

Another particularly interesting article 
will deal with Chinese pharmacy. The 
author, WILLIAM E. S. Faves, B.A., 
M.D., C.E., having had exceptional op- 
portunities for the study of the subject 
during six years’ residence as United 
States Consul at Amoy, China, is in a 
position to give, and has given, a most 
graphic and entertaining illustrated de- 
scription of the practice of our ancient 
art in the East. 

Cuas. SOTHERAN, an English journal- 
ist of note, one of the founders of the 
Theosophical Society, sometime lecturer 
on Akkadian and earliest Semitic tradi- 
tions, will contribute to this issue an ex- 
haustive article on the pharmacy of the 
cuneiform inscriptions, accompanied by 
fac-similes of these the earliest recorded 
writings now extant. Aside from these 
and numerous other special articles, 
the number will contain an accurate, 
careful and copiously illustrated report 
of the proceedings of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association, and the most im- 
portant papers published at that meeting 
will be presented in full in this special 
number. 


a This issue will 

also contain the an- 
COMPETITIONS. nouncement of the 
results of our Prize Competitions, refer- 
ence to which has frequently been made 
in these columns during the last few 
months. These competitions have 
brought out papers from all over the 
United States, and the articles submitted 
have a most excellent quality in that 
they are the outcome in almost every 
case of practical experience on the part 
of the writers. 

Selections from the papers submitted 
covering the various departments of the 
competition, including advertising, for- 
mulas. &c , will be published, together 
with announcement of the names of the 
winners of the prizes. All this, and 
more which lack of space forbids our 
enumerating, will serve to constitute the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTI- 
caAL Recorp for August 25 a veritable 
literary treat for the pharmacists of the 
United States 

The business man of the house will also 
have arich treat in the many and strik- 
ing advertisements which will appear in 
our special anniversary number, for 
these will contain many ‘valuable sug- 
gestions as to how he can add quick sell- 
ing goods to his stock, and where he can 
capture that elusive quantity, a ‘‘ rock 
bottom ”’ price. 
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PROF. PATCH ON SPIRIT 
OF NITROUS ETHER. 
EW preparations of the Pharma- 
copveia have been so much written 
about as the article which forms 
Professor PATCH’s interesting communi- 
cation in this issue of the AMERICAN 
Druaeeist. Spirit of Nitrous Ether is 
one of the most unstable of the prepara- 
tions of its class, as it rapidly loses its 
ethyl nitrite content from age and faulty 
methods of keeping. The process for its 
manufacture adopted by the Committee 
on Revision of the United States Phar- 
macopeeia, and incorporated in the 
seventh edition of that work, was elabo- 
rated by Professor PATCH, who communi- 
cated an account of his experiments, 
leading to the adoption of a satisfactory 
process, exclusively to the columns of 
this journal. The original paper will be 
found in our issue of March 15, 1893, on 
page 171. Professor Forp of Denver, 
Col., has been unable in some instances 
to produce a_ satisfactory Spirit of 
Nitrous Ether by following the official 
formula, and in a paper presented at the 
Denver meeting of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association, afterward pub- 
lished in the Proceedings, he notes this 
and criticises the official formula. Pro- 
fessor Patcu’s attention being called to 
the published criticisms of the official 
process, he has prepared the reply which 
is printed on another page, which will be 
read with interest by every student of the 





Pharmacopeeia. Professor PATCH’s selec- 
tion of the AMERICAN DruaaisT as the 
m2dium through which to defend the ac- 
curacy of a Pharmacopeeial process 
which he was largely instrumental in 
having adopted by the Committee on Re- 
vision was to be expected, in view of 
his previous use of this journal for a 
similar pupose. 





NOTE of much practical interest by 
Lyman F. Kebler concerning pep- 
permint oil is published on another 

page of this issue and deserves the care 
ful attention of the drug trade. Proba- 
bly in no other line is adulteration so 
easy and its detection so difficult as in 
essential oils, and therefore all contribu- 
tions to this especial field of knowledge 
are very welcome. 

ats res 


Warm Praise for the ** American 
Druggist.”’ 


It affords me great pleasure to express 
my admiration for the AMERICAN DRUG- 
Gist. Having for many years been a con- 
stant reader of the leading drug journals, 
T have also been a close student of their 
relative merits. and particularly as to 
their adaptability to the various wants 
of the pharmacist. 

In its theoretical. scientific and practi- 
cal presentations, and the forcible and 
peculiar manner of their treatment, the 
terse and graphic showing given items 
and incidents of interest to the pharma- 
cist, and above all the general concern 
for all that relates to the growth and 
progress of pharmacy, these. with its 
earnest solicitude for the development of 
business and prosperity among the retail 
druggists of the country, and the inaugu- 
ration of ways and means looking to this 
end, have given the AMERICAN DRUGGIST 
a place in my estimation above all 
others. O. P. SYDENSTRICKER, 
President of the West Virginia Board of Phar- 

LEWISHURG, W. VA.. June 27, 1895. 

Ee ese 
The * American Druggist* the Best. 


I have taken a number of pharmaceu- 
tical journals, but your paper is the 


best. W. J. BowMaAn, 
PINE PLAINs, N. Y., July 20, 1896. 


‘ Our Value to Retailers. 


I am convinced that the columns of the 
AMERICAN Drvuaaist offer exceptional 
means for instruction and advice to the 
retail branch of the drug trade. 

WILLIAM B. THOMPSON. 


4804 TRINITY PLACE, 
PHILADELPHIA, July 23, 1896. 


ea 
One of Many. 
We have taken the AMERICAN Drue- 
Gist for five or six years and cannot now 
do without it. 





PALMER & TAYLOR. 
BLAIR, NEB., April 24, 1896. 
pe ane oor 
Good Returns All The Time, 
Notwithstanding the cry of ‘hard 
times,’’ we continue to hear from our ad- 
vertisement in the AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
and have come to believe that it can be 
depended upon to bring good retu:ns all 
the time —in season and out. 
AMERICAN SILVER TRUss COMPANY. 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
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SPIRIT OF NITROUS ETHER. 
By E. L. Patou. 


To the Editor: 


Sir : Your communication calling my 
attention to the various comments and 
criticisms upon the U. S. P. process, ac- 
companied with the request that I should 
reply to them, is received and has atten- 
tion.* The formula as prepared by the 
Committee of Revision was cunsidered 
by me and the comments and criticisms 
I had to make were published in the 
AMERICAN DRUvUGGIST.* 

In this paper I called attention to the 

fact that ‘‘ sulphuric acid (specific grav- 
ity 1.84 or 66 degrees Beaume) was an 
error, the commercial acid ranging from 
1 835 to 1.841 and averaging 1.838 sp. gr. 
We suggested that the 94 per cent. al- 
cohol should read volume per cent. if its 
sp. gr. was to be given as 0.820. We 
stated that the 700 gms. of product 
could not be obtained by the proposed 
process, owing to the fact that the ma- 
terial would not admit of it. Five hun- 
dered gm. of 96 per cent. sodium nitrite 
could not produce over 521 gm. of ab3o- 
lute ethyl nitrite if 100 per cent. yield 
was obtained, while the mean proportion 
obtained by many small operators was 
not over 51 per cent. of the theoretical 
yield. 
“ Incidentally we observed that the 
formula called for an excess of 85 gm. 
of alcohol above the sodium nitrite 
specified and to balance the equation 
would require but 360 gm. of alcohol for 
the 500 gm. of sodium nitrite, in place 
of 451 gm., or 550 ccm. Or if the 550 
ecm. (451 gm.) of 91 per cent. weight 
strength alcohol was used (equivalent to 
410 gm. of absolute alcohol) then 629 
gm. of 98 per cent. or 641 gm. of 96 per 
cent. sodium nitrite would be required. 

Why the committee used 770 gm., or 
an excess of 129 gm., of 96 per cent 
sodium nitrite, we never inquired, but 
supposed they had some good reason as 
well as for using 520 gm. of official sul- 
phuric acid in place of the 576 gm. the- 
oretically called for. We assumed that 
with the facts before them they had full 
knowledge tbat an excess of NaNO, was 
being used, but that they based the final 
formula on some practical work as well 
as theory. Concerning the statement 
that the sp. gr. of the spirit of nitrous 
ether is 0.836 to 0.842 at 15 degrees C., 
we concluded this to be a typographical 
error as we gave the average sp. gr. of 
100 barrels of Webb’s deodorized alcohol 
as 0.81205 at 15.4 degrees C. and that 
of 20 barrels of another make as 0.8150 
and that of the pure ether as 0.900 by 
Dunstan and Dymond. We gave the sp. 
gr. of the spirit of nitrous ether, 4.5 per 
cent strong, using 91 per cent. weight 
strength alcohol, as 0.8260. 

The difficulty with some of the authors 
you refer me to isthat they evidently 
did not carefully read the paper you 
published, and in referring to me as the 
author of what they deem inaccuracies 
in the formula and manipulation they 
are very far in error. 

Considering their statements, however, 
as they appear, while ignoring any per- 
sonal reference they may have made, 
which does not merit attention, we 


*The Official Process for Spirit of Nitrous 
Ether. By C. M. Ford, Denver Proc. A. Ph. A. 
Vol. xlii, p. 236. : MS 

+New Process for Ethyl Nitrite and Spirit of 
eli ge ‘ eel AMERICAN DRUGGIST, Vol. 
xxii, p. 171. 





think they must have been very faulty 
in manipulation to arrive at their con- 
clusions. 

One author obtained but 14 per cent. 
of the theoretical yield. Eight inexperi- 
enced operators to whom we submitted 
the revised formula (see original paper*) 
obtained an average of 53.7 per cent., 
the lowest 30.7 per cent. and the high- 
est 81.5 per cent. 

The operator referred to above ob- 
tained an impure, poorly keeping product. 
The samples sent us from the prelimi- 
nary trials brought to 90 per cent. ether 
strength and stored one year, with and 
without the addition of crystals of potas- 
sium bicarbonate, did not appreciably im- 
pair during the year’s storing. Diluted 
with alcohol to 4.5 per cent., impairment 
is much more rapid. One author calls at- 
tention to the insufficient quantity of 
water employed for the solution of the 
sodium nitrite and found it necessary to 
use 3,400 ccm. for the 770 gm. of sodium 
nitrite. Theoretically, 1,105 gm. should 
be used and the U.S. P. directs 1,000. 
We have always employed 1,350, but 
would consider the 3,400 ccm. as a serious 
excess, 

The same author finds it necessary to 
dilute the sulphuric acid with four times 
its weight of water. We have found two 
and one half times its weight quite suffi- 
cient. Using the concentrated solutions 
of sodium nitrite and of sulphuric acid, 
distillation commences at once, when 
a little acid is added to the mixture of 
alcohol and solution of sodium nitrite, 
and there is necessarily considerable 
pressure on the inlet tube from the 
rapidly generated ether. This we called 
attention to in our original paper, and 
suggested that its annoyance be wholly 
overcome by using for an inlet tube a 
long piece of small lead pipe with a 
safety bend in it. The reaction can 
readily be controlled by this method of 
adding the acid, and after all is added 
more ether can be generated by warm- 
ing the’ mixture. One author experi- 
enced a great loss in attempting to wash 
the ether as directed. Originally we 
suggested passing the gas through a 
solution of sodium carbonate kept ata 
proper temperature, and stated that a 
distillate so obtained should be free from 
acid and average to assay 94.38 per cent. 
of absolute nitrous ether. To avoid loss 
in handling we suggested that the retail 
pharmacist conduct the ether passing 
through the sodium carbonate solution 
directly into the alcohol, subsequently 
assaying this and diluting to standard 
strength. Still another writer calls atten- 
tion to excess of sodium nitrite used and 
notices the error in sp. gr. of the spirit, 
which he makes 0.8195 at 15.0 degrees 
C. He found the reaction very violent, 
but obtained 62 per cent. of the theo- 
retical yield, his product being very pure. 

The criticism that the Pharmacopeia 
is seriously at fault in adopting processes 
and formulas that may prove faulty or 
even dangerous in the hands of the in- 
experienced or the uneducated, while it 
does not give sufficient detail to enable 
such to examine, assay and standardize 
their goods, has force only as the author 
considers its scope to be that of a text 
book on pharmacy, chemistry and phys- 
ics, as well as a standard of products 
and processes for the use of educated 
and trained pharmacists. 

We have made many hundreds of 
pounds of nitrous ether by the process 
modified as we suggested and have suf- 


*AMERICAN DRUGGIST, VOI. xxii, p. 171. 


fered no inconvenience or danger in its 
use. 






Sodium nitrite, 96 %......147 pounds. 66,679 g. 
Dissolved in water....... 30 gallons. 113,565 ccm. 
Deodorized alcohol...... 15 gallons. 56,782 ccm. 
Sulphuric acid............124 pounds. 56,246 g. 
OL eae 30 gallons. 113,565 cem. 
Sodium sesquicarbonate. 6 pounds. 2,721 g. 
TIE WANGE Fos sicesincéicicscolese 6 gallons, 22,713 cem. 


Gave 129 pounds (58,514 gm.) of ether 
assaying 94.03 per cent. This is 83.8 
per cent. of the total theoretical yield 
based upon the possibilities of the so- 
dium nitrite. 

There is a wide range in the value of 
the sodium nitrite, ranging from 84 per 
cent. to 96 per cent. We have found 
some assaying higher, as 97 per cent., 
97.4 per cent., 98 per cent., 99.89 per 
cent. Much appears to depend on the 
conditions of storing. We have known 
bottles from the same lot kept for some 
time to range in strength from 78 to 90 
per cent. 


eee ee 


Written for the 
American Druggist and Pharmaceutical Record. 


THE OINTMENTS OF THE 
PHARMACOPEGIA. 
By GALEN, JR. 


The Sub-Committee on Ointments of 
the Committee on Revision of the U. S. 
Pharmacopeeia has not been conspicu- 
ously active in the elaboration of for- 
mule, either for bases or compound oint- 
ments. In remarkable keeping with this 
disregard of the requirements of modern 
pharmacy and medicine is the careless 
manner in which ointments are dispensed 
generally by pharmacists who are other- 
wise careful as to the appearance and 
composition of the other galenicals dis- 
pensed by them. While benzoated lard 
and simple ointments have been dropped 
from the pharmacopceias of other nations, 
the U. S: Pharmacopeeia still retains 
them as bases for ointments. 

Much more importance is attached to 
the dispensing of ointments on the Conti- 
nent of Europe and in England than is 
usual here. There is probably no single 
base that would prove satisfactory for all 
ointments, but it is evident to many that 
benzoated lard might easily be replaced 
in a number of formule with a base 
yielding a more satisfactory ointment. 

The following paragraphs are the out- 
come of a series of experiments with the 
pharmacopeeial ointments, undertaken 
with a view of perfecting the base in 
each instance: 

Uuguentum Acidi Carbolici.—This oint- 
ment was reduced in strength from 10 per 
cent. in 1880 to 5 per cent. in 1890. The 
change was a desirable one, but the pro- 
portion of acid is still a trifle in excess of 
that usually required Carbolated petro- 
latum, which contains only 1 per cent. of 
acid, is prescribed and sold in much 
larger quantities. The base of the B. P. 
ointment consists of a mixture of hard 
and soft petrolatum, but this is inferior 
in our estimation to soft petrolatum of a 
high melting point. When ointment of 
carbolic acid is kept in a warm place the 
acid shows a tendency to separate. This 
can be overcome by incorporating the 
acid with a portion of glycerin and lan- 
olin and making up the bulk with soft 
petrolatum. An ointment so made will 
not separate in the hottest weather. 

Unguentum Acidi Tannici. —Physicians 
to whom we have shown an ointment 
made by mixing 1 part of lanolin and 3 
parts of petrolatum with 4 parts of gly- 


63 
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cerite of tannin have preferred it to the 
official formula. 

Unguentum Aque Rose. —This formula 
furnishes a satisfactory ointment, supe- 
rior in many respects to the formula 
formerly official, though the presence of 
sodium borate is occasionally objected to, 
more particularly when it is desired to 
incorporate other drugs. 

Unguentum Belladonne.—A base of 
lanolin and petrolatum would make a 
more permanent ointment, the chief ob- 
jection to the present formula being the 
non-keeping properties of the product. 

Unguentum Diachylon.—Many pharma- 
cists prefer to use the precipitated lead 
oleate and soft petrolatum in place of lead 
plaster and olive oil. Professor Good of 
St. Louis was, we think, the first to rec- 
ommend this change, which yields a 
much more satisfactory ointment. 

Unguentum  Hydrargyri. — Lanolin 
greatly facilitates the extinguishment of 
the metal and improves the ointment. 
Harding’s formula, contributed to the 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTI- 
CAL RecorpD for May 25, furnishes a very 
satisfactory process, which has, however, 
the disadvantage of being somewhat 
complicated. The claim is made for this 
method that a satisfactory cintment may 
be made by it in less than two hours. 

Unguentum Hydrargyri Ammoniati.— 
There is nothing to criticise in this for- 
mula. A smoother ointment results if the 
ammoniated mercury is first rubbed up 
to a fine paste with water or oil before 
incorporating it with the base. 

Unguentum Hydrargyri Iodidi Rubri. 
—This ointment is no longer official, but 
is much used in some parts of the coun- 
try. The red iodide should be rubbed up 
to a fine paste with some bland oil like 
oil sesame or oleic acid and then incor- 
porated with the base. 

Unguentum Hydrargyri Nitratis. — 
This formula produces a faultless oint- 
ment if the directions are carefully fol- 
lowed. 

Unguentum Hydrarg. Oxid. Flav.— 
This ointment is much used in ophthal- 
mic practice, and care should be ob- 
served to bring the oxide to a state of 
impalpable powder before incorporating 
it with the base. A mixture of lanolin 
1 part and white petrolatum 3 parts 
makes a good base, which allows of the 
use of water in bringing the yellow oxide 
to the requisite degree of smoothness. 

Unguentum Hydrargyri Oxidi Rubri. 
—The remarks on preceding formula 
apply here. If the U. S. Pharmacopeia 
directions must be followed, one conces- 
sion at least should be made, and that is 
the substitution of oil of sesame for the 
castor oil ordered. 

Unguentum Iodi.—This is one of the 
oirtments in which the use of petrolatum 
proves vastly superior to benzoated lard. 

Unguentum Iodoformi.—This ointment 
should be freshly prepared when wanted. 
When properly prepared it makes an ele- 
gant ointment. 

Unguentum Picis Liquide.—No fault 
can be found with the present formula, 
which is a vast improvement over the one 
official in previous editions of the Phar- 
macopceia. 

Unguentum Plumbi Carbonatis.—The 
preparation of ointments of this class, 
including Ung. Zinc Oxid., can be greatly 
facilitated by the use of a paint mill. 
In making small quantities the dry pow- 
der should first be rubbed to a smooth 
paste with either oleic acid or oil of 
sesame, and then incorporated with the 
benzoinated lard. 

Unguentum Plumbi Iodidi.—In prepar- 


ing this ointment a nice product will 
result if care is used. The British Phar- 
macopeeia orders simple ointment as a 
base in place of benzoinated lard. The 
writer prefers a base composed of petro- 
latum and lanolin, as recommended in 
preceding paragraphs. 

Unguentum Potassii Iodidi.—This oint- 
ment does not keep well, and is trouble- 
some to prepare, the amcunt of water 
ordered being inadequate to keep the salt 
in solution. This may be remedied by 
taking three times as much water and 
using lanolin as an absorbent in suitable 
proportion with petrolatum. 

Unguentum Stramonii.—The comment 
under Unguent. Belladonne applies with 
equal force here. 

Unguentum Sulphuris.—This ointment 
is best made witha paint mill if desired 
in quantity. If only wanted in small 
portions thesulpbur should be rubbed up 
to a fine paste with a bland oil before in- 
corporating with the base. 

Unguentum Veratrine.—This formula 
works satisfactorily provided directions 
are carefully followed. The strength 
ordered is of doubtful propriety, being 
nearly double that of the British Phar- 
macopceia. 

Unguentum Zinci Owxidi.—It is virtu- 
ally impossible to turn out a faultless 
ointment by the U.S. P. process. The 
size of sieve ordered—No. 20—is not fine 
enough. The ointment is one of the most 
popular of the whole list of U. 8. P. oint- 
ments. The paint mill can be used to 
advantage in the preparation of large 
quantities. In preparing small quantities 
it is advisable to rub the powder to a 
smooth paste with oil of sesame before 
oe it with the benzoinated 
ard. 





————— 


Written for the 
American Druggist and Pharmaceutical Record, 


NOTES ON PEPPERMINT OIL. 


By Lyman F. KEBLER, Pu.C., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Recently there came into the writer’s 
hands a sample of this oil with the follow- 
ing physical properties: Color, greenish- 
yellow; odor, resembling oil of pepper- 
mint of inferior quality ; specific gravity, 
0.8936 at 15 degrees C. It was soluble in 
an equal volume of alcohol, becoming 
slightly opalescent when further diluted, 
was soluble in glacial acetic acid and car- 
bon disulphide. in all proportions. The 
oil fulminated slightly with iodine. The 
remaining tests of the Pharmacopceia 
were complied with in every respect ex- 
cept that presented for detecting demen- 
tholized oil, but this test has failed to give 
satisfaction with oils of known purity. 

On fractionating 100 c cm. the follow- 
ing results were obtained: 





Between— Came over. 
AL), 2 ee -.--. 20ccem., 
ot 2) A eee 
180° to 190° C. 5 6 cem, 
190° to 200° C. 5 ecm 
200° to 210° C.... 3 ccm 
et ee eee 10 ccm 
Oo . 12, ene 6cem 
Be ME Eon nab esesenbunedebeses 5 ecm, 
A Eee 3ccm 
Bee MONEE Misia baccksctsesnaccsssssis lecm 


Not more than 5 per cent. should come 
over below 200 degrees C. The residue 
was viscous, with a specific gravity at 15 
degrees C. of 0.9188; insoluble in alcohol, 
resembling a fixed oil in appearance, but 
possessing a saponification number of 55. 
The fractions coming over between 140 
and 180 degrees C. possessed a specific 
gravity of 0.8739 (turpentine), fulmi- 
nated with iodine, and was strongly per- 
meated with the odor of turpentine. 


Here we have an oil of peppermint 
complying so closely with the U.S. P. 
requirements that an analyst would hesi- 
tate before pronouncing it an adulterated 
article. On determining the boiling point, 
however, all doubts vanish. 1t is pos- 
sible for this article to deteriorate ex- 
cessively, but it is not probable that 500 
pounds (and more could be had) would 
be in possession of one firm. This oil 
was offered at 20 cents below the market 
price on the plea of money stringency. 


GREEK IN PRESCRIPTIONS. 


Dr. Achilles Rose, the accomplished 
Greek scholar, whose efforts to move 
scientists to adopt the Greek language in 
place of Latin as the medium for scien- 
tific communications have attracted wide 
attention, makes the following reply to 
our remarks on the use of Greek in pre- 
scriptions (see AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 
July 25, page 30) : 

From your editorial in the July 25 issue 
of your vaulable periodical entitled 
‘* Prescription Writing Up to Date,” I 
learn that you are under the impression 
that I had seriously thought of Loeffler’s 
idea to write prescriptions in Greek char- 
acters. I only wished to say that the idea 
was a good one in so far as it would help 
to prevent patients from reading what 
was only intended for the druggist. Your 
suggestion of hieroglyphic characters is 
decidedly more to the point yet. How- 
ever, this precaution is justifiable, and 
there are better reasons, I think, for it 
than have yet been mentioned. 

Your inference in regard to some 
physicians cannot be contradicted. It is 
only too true that the druggists occasion- 
ally have reason for complaint against. 
many of my colleagues, but we physicians 
in some instances have equal reason for 
complaint against druggists. These, 
fortunately, are exceptional occurrences. 
Such is life. The rule is that we agree 
with each other; that our relations are 
based on mutual esteem and respect. It 
would be sad if it were otherwise. 

Iam of the opinion that the study of 
the classical languages by better methods 
than those at present employed in our 
schools will do a great deal to elevate 
both ourselves and our professions. The 
prevailing school methods of teaching the 
classical languages belong, in my 
opinion, to the category ‘‘cruelty to 
children.’’ My friend Arcade Mogyorossy 
of Philadelphia, the editor of the Latin 
monthly journal, Praeco Latinus, has. 
published a book entitled ‘‘ Palaestra,”’ 
by means of which Latin can be learned 
like a living language. Greek, which is 
the most living of all the living languages, 
since it has not changed materially these: 
2,000 years, should not be treated asa 
dead language. 

The example you give of a prescription 
with Greek characters is indeed horrible. 
It need not be so bad and so faulty as 
you, for pleasantry’s sake, make it, but 
nevertheless prescription writing in 
Loeffler’s manner I would consider as 
abusing the most beautiful, the noblest of 
all languages. 

Permit me to correct a little mistake 
of yours. Galen (Ia/jéc) was a genuine 
Byzantine Greek, and wrote in Greek, 
not in Latin—at least Latin was not his 
mother tongue—and if he ever wrote 
Latin, it must have been only very occa- 
sionally. 


Dr. ACHILLES ROSE, 
NEW YORK, August |, 1896. 
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Shall Doses and Proprietary Synthetic 
Remedies be Introduced into the 
New Pharmacopeceia? 


A Joint Discussion. 


T the Atlanta meeting of the American Medical Association, Dr. Chas. 
Rice presented a paper, which was published in this journal for Jane 10, 
in which he proposed two topics for discussion, summarizing them as 


follows : 

I. 

It is proposed that the next Com- 
mittee of Revision shall be author- 
ized to state the average doses 

- in connection with each drug or 
preparation used internally. The 
doses shall be designated by a sub- 
committee consisting of those mem- 
bers who are practitioners of med- 
€ icine, and shall be given in sach 
. form as will leave full liberty to 
the prescriber to exceed the limits 
given. 


It is proposed that the next Com- 
mittee of Revision be authorized to 
introduce into the Pharmacopeia 
any compound or _ preparation 
whose composition, properties and 
mode of manufacture are known, 
aud whose identity, purity and 
strength can be ascertained by 
tests irrespective of any proprie- 
tary rights that may be connected 
therewith, 


The attention of the members of the Pharmacopceial convention of 1890 
was dire-ted to this article by the editor ofjthe American Druaaist, and they 
were invited to furnish a statement of their views. Replies from Dr. Castle 
and Prof, Patch were printed in our last issue, and we here present several 


other letters received on the subject. 


Frank Woodbury, A.M., M.D. 


Fellow of the Collegeof Physicians of Philadel- 
phia, Secretary of Section on Materia Medica 
and Pharmacy of the American Medical 
Association, Physician to the Medico- 
Chirurgical Hospital, Etc. 


From the standpoint of the physician, 
the introduction of doses into the Phar- 
macopceia would be objectionable on the 
ground that it is an attempt to extend 
the scope of the national codex into the 
field of therapeutics. This would be a 
great innovation, without a corresponding 
amount of advantage. The authority of 
the Pharmacopceia in the field of materia 
medica and pharmacy is ahsolute and 
beyond dispute, but in attempting to ex- 
tend this to the domain of therapeutics 
we enter debatable ground, where its 
authority is not now admitted and would 
not be universally acknowledged. More- 
over, it might also be urged against it 
that speculative cases of malpractice 
would be encouraged by the fact that the 
doses designated in the Pharmacopceia 
had been exceeded by the prescriber, who 
might be compelled to go into court and 
defend his prescription before a jury. 
This would, in a measure, be a return to 
the practice of the middle ages, when if, 
after the death of a patient, a physician 
could prove that he had strictly fol- 
lowed the precepts of Galen, he was ac- 
quitted ;‘ but if it were found that he had 
departed from them in any degree, he 
was held responsible for the fatal result. 

Generally speaking, the introduction 
of doses into the Pharmacopceia has not 
been found necessary in previous revi- 
sions and need not be considered in the 
next revision. ‘There are, however, ex- 
ceptional instances of drugs of high 
toxic powers, which are usually given in 
about the same doses, and which are 
liable to be followed by serious if not 
fatal consequences, in case this dosage 
is largely exceeded. In such cases it 
would seem that the dispenser might 
well have his attention directed to this 


fact by the Pharmacopoeia, so that he 
could secure special authorization from 
the prescriber to fill the prescription ex- 
actly as written by him. In illustra- 
tion: 

I may cite a case where a former col- 
league of mine accidentally wrote for 
13 times as large a dose of hyoscyamineas 
he had intended, owing to a mistake in 
calculation, and in consequence had to go 
several miles at night and spend several 
disagréeable quarters of an hour in treat- 
ing a case of hyoscyamine poisoning, and 
barely saved the patient’s life. In this 
case, if the pharmacist had delayed filling 
the prescription until he had ascertained 
why such an extraordinary dose had been 
ordered, a case of poisoning would have 
been averted and the patient spared the 
risk of her life, for if aid had not been 
promptly rendered a fatal result would in 
all probability have followed. 

In a similar way, if a doctor's prescrip- 
tion calls for corrosive chloride of mer- 
cury ina dose that would be excessive 
for this salt, although appropriate for 
the mild chloride, the dispenser would 
be warned by the Pharmacopceia of the 
danger of dispensing such a formula and 
would feel warranted in consulting the 
physician with regard to the apparent 
error before allowing the preparation to 
go out of his hands. 

To meet this difficulty, it seems to me 
that a special class of medicinal agents 
might be made, to ba known as “‘star”’ 
remedies, the ordinary safe dose (not 
the average dose) of which might 
be designated by the Pharmacopceia, 
with the direction to the dispenser to 
particularly observe the doses of such 
remedies in compounding prescriptions, 
and to be sure that the physician is 
fully cognizant of the size of the dose 
and is willing to assume ail the re- 
sponsibility therefor, before he sends it 
to the patient. On the other hand, when 
a physician wishes to exceed the dose 
named by the Pharmacopceia, he should 
indicate the fact that it was intentional 
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by placing a star after the name of the 
drug, and signing his name in full at the 
bottom of the prescription. 

It would be an additional safeguard for 
the patient if the dispensing pharmacist, 
in all cases of ‘‘star’’ prescriptions, 
were also directed to copy the formula 
legibly upon the label of the bottle or 
package. Then, in case of the appear- 
ance of any toxic symptoms, the phy- 
sician would at once have his attention 
called to the possible cause, and if the at- 
tending physician could not be found, or 
could not come, any physician called in 
the emergency would be ina position to 
immediately make a correct diagnosis 
and apply antidotes, without waiting to 
send for a copy of the prescription. Every 
candidate for graduation in pharmacy, 
or for license to practice medicine, should 
be required to be familiar with the list 
of star remedies and be able to correctly 
indicate the dose of each without hesita- 
tion. With regard to the remaining ar- 
ticles of the Pharmacopceia, I am of the 
opinion that their doses should be 
omitted. 

With reference to the second proposi- 
tion, Iam in favor of allowing the com- 
mittee full discretion and authority in 
the matter. 

FRANK WoopDBURY. 

GLEN SuMMIT, PA., July 25. 


W. M. Searby. 


Dean of the California College of Pharmacy. 


I am in favor of both propositions 
given at the close of Dr. Rice's paper. 
Many physicians will prescribe what 
they believe will relieve or cure their pa- 
tients, whether these articles are patented 
or not. The average doses of these should 
also be known to the dispenser as well as 
the prescriber. So the two propositions 
go together. We cannot amend the 
patent, trade-mark or copyright laws 
through the Pharmacopeceia. 

Let us make the Pharmacopceia abso- 
lutely indispensable to the pharmacist. 
By giving the doses of drugs and prepa- 
rations, as well as the tests for the iden- 
tification and purity of the new remedies 
now so largely prescribed, but not recog- 
nized by the present Pharmacopceia, we 
shall take an important step in this di- 


rection. 
W. M. SEARBY. 
SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., August 1. 


D. TM. R. Culbreth, Ph.G., [1.D. 


Baltimore College of Pharmacy. 


I read carefully upon its first appear- 
ance in the journals the paper of Dr. 
Charles Rice, as offered at the last meet 
ing of the American Medical Associa- 
tion. It greatly interested me from 
the very fact that I have always favored 
a recognition of the two points therein 
discussed. 

The practical pharmacist would like 
to find treated in the Pharmacopceia all 
substances prescribed by reputable phy- 
sicians, along with their corresponding 
doses, and why such a good champion 
of the druggists’ interests as Dr. Rice 
should not have thrown his energies in 
this direction long ago seems to many of 
them somewhat remarkable. Be that 
as it may, I for one congratulate the 
doctor on his conversion. 

So far a3 dosage is concerned, I would 
even go a step further. In case of all 
active poisons also state the maximum 
quantity that should be given in 24 hours; 
where preparations are solely used ex- 
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ternally so specify ‘‘only used exter- 
nally.” 

It is all very well for the solons of 
pharmacy to aim at scientific excellence 
in our national standard, but at the same 
time let us have incorporated therein all 
absolute essentials from the standpoint 
of the practicing pbarmacist. To him 
the stating of average and maximum 
doses, say of acetanilid, arsenous acid, 
etc., is infinitely more useful and con- 
venient than so very many enumerated 
tests, which few ever utilize 

Then again to make our Pharmacopcria 
still more popular, as Dr. Rice suggests, 
have it to include such synthetics as 
have been therapeutically tried by the 
medical profess.on -all ‘those having 
merit and being continually prescribed 
with good results. I confidently feel 
with doses and the more important syn- 
thetics added to our Pharmacopeeia of 
1900, that it will be of far greater value 
and service to the entire pharmaceutical 
profession. 

Davip M. R. Cutpretu, M.D. 


BALTIMORE. Mp., July 15. 


Willis G. Gregory, Ph.G., M.D. 
Dean of the Buffalo College of Pharmacy. 


In reply to your invitation to discuss 
the two propositions suggested by Dr. 
Rice, permit me to make the following 
statements: 

I. 


I am in favor of introducing doses in- 
to the U.S. P. 

_1. Because it is one step in the direc- 
tion of clothing the dry bones of that 
skeleton with flesh. It is not desirable 
to expand the volume to the proportions 
of a dispensatory, and thus necessitate a 
price that may exclude it from an hum- 
ble pharmacist’s or physician’s shelf. 
But that it should contain more explana- 
tory matter and more information not 
now included, is clear. 

2. Because pharmacists need some rec- 
ognized standard of dosage. We now 
consult the dispensatories, various dose 
books and dose lists, and then strike an 
average. That physicians would use 
such a feature in the Pharmacopceia to 
any extent I do not believe. Possibly the 
first time some unfamiliar official remedy 
was employed the dose would be looked 
up, but experience, not tables, controls 
physicians’ dosage. But pharmacists are 
held responsible for the doses of physi- 
cians, and should have some recognized 
guide. 

3. Because doses can be so stated as 
not to embarrass or hamper the physi- 
cian in his prescribing, nor to condemn 
the pharmacist in dispensing a dose at 
variance with the list. My friend, Prof. 
Eli H. Long, suggests that the index 
would be a convenient and practical 
place to print doses, prefaced by such 
qualifying statements as may be desir- 
able. (See below.) 

II. 


I am not in favor of admitting to the 
U. 8. P. patented or proprietary articles. 

1. Because such admission will imme- 
diately be used to advertise such articles, 
and so tend to still further make only a 
dealer of the pharmacist. It is only so 
far as the pharmacist can exert his skill 
on his drugs that he can expect more 
than a dealer’s profit. Ready-made pills 
will inevitably yield a smaller margin 
than those requiring ‘‘the art of the 
apothecary.’’ There is far too little 
room now for any art in pharmacy with- 


out surrendering further to the manfac- 
turer. 

2. Because the U. S. P. ought not to 
admit any substance for which astand- 
ard cannot be established and main- 
tained. Itis well known that some of 
the new chemical remedies have changed 
their character materially since intro- 
duced to the market. Where would the 
U.S. P. be in such a case? In 1900 the 
Pharmacopeeia might state that anti- 
cureal was soluble in 5 parts of water 
and deliquesced upon exposure to the air, 
whereas in 1905 anticureal might be but 
partially soluble in water and would not 
deliquesce upon exposure to air. How 
nice that would be, and how could it be 
prevented except by making the manu- 
facturers of anticureal give bonds to the 
Committee of Revision not to play on 
them such a scurvy trick? Of course this 
might not happen, but do we want the 
U.S. P. to contain statements that may 
be wrong the next year, not as a conse- 
quence of discovery or investigation, but 
because of some manufacturer’s alleged 
‘improvement ”’ ? 

3. Because it will be extremely difficult 
to draw the line, as admission to the U. 
S. P. will be eagerly sought by manu- 
facturers once the bars are lowered at 
all. Who doubts that admission of a 
patented article possesses money value ? 
And if so, who doubts that money will 
readily be spent to secure that value ? 
Not that cold;dollars would ever be of- 
fered members of the Committee on Re- 
vision, but there are ways of killing cats 
besides choking them to death with 
butter. 

WILLIS G. GREGORY. 

BUFFALO, N. Y., August 1. 


Louis Emanuel, Ph.G. 


President of the Pennsylvania Board of 
Pharmacy. 

Official dosage for official drugs and 
preparatious is 4 consummation devoutly 
to be wished. It is proposed that the 
average doses of each drug and prepara- 
tion be incorporated in our next Phar- 
macopeia. Average appears to be 
neither ‘fish, fowl nor good red her- 
ring,’’ and maximum doses will probably 
be unpopular with the medical profession. 

It would be quite satisfactory to a 
majority of pharmacists if the next Phar- 
macopeeia should, under their chemical 
names, give an outline of the process for 
the manufacture of such new synthetic 
remedies having merit enough to finda 
place in the Pharmacopceia, together 
with tests of purity and identity. 

Louis EMANUEL. 

PITTSBURGH, PA., July 21, 


Bennett F. Davenport, M D. 
Late State Chemist of Massachusetts. 


Having been a delegate of the Massa- 
chusetts Medical Society to the Conven- 
tions for the Revision of the United States 
Pharmacopeeia in 1880 and 1890, I have 
read with much interest Dr. Charles 
Rice’s paper in regard to the next re- 
vision. I was, at the convention, and am 
still in favor of having the U. S. Phar- 
macopeeia, just as the German Pharma- 
copeeia does, state the usual average 
doses, with a similar provision for in- 
dicating when the unusual is intended. 

I am also in favor of having the more 
important copyrighted synthetical prepa. 
rations included, but have preferred that 
it should be under some other than the 
copyright name. 

BENNETT F. DAVENPORT, M.D. 


Boston, MAss., July 17. 


Eli H. Long, M.D. 
Buffalo College of Pharmacy. 


At present the standard character of 
the United States Pharmacopceia is ap- 
preciated and utilized somewhat by the 
average pharmacist, and scarcely at all 
by the average physician. As now oc- 
curs, the student of medicine is made 
more or less familiar with the drugs and 
preparations of the Pharmacopceia in au- 
thority at the time of taking his college 
course; but, leaving college and the 
technical study of materia medica, his 
acquaintance with later editions is likely 
never to be made: 

It cannot be strictly a therapeutic aid 
to him, and his materia medica and ways 
of prescribing being fixed in the main, a 
book that deals only with what he has 
previously studied or has become familiar 
with in a practical way, without in the 
least aiding his knowledge as to the use 
of the substances, does not command his 
attention. And it must be admitted 
that, in its successive revisions, it has 
not furnished sufficient information new 
in kind to make it a book of much prac- 
tical value to him. 

The physicians on the Committee of 
Revision of necessity become familiar 
with the work, as do also teachers of 
materia medica. But, outside of such, 
I am safe in asserting that, the country 
over, not one physician in 100 possesses 
or consults the United States Pharma- 
copeeia. It is essentially a pharmacist’s 
book, although too few are found who 
possess a recent edition. It should be 
no less a pharmacist’s book, but it might 
also be made more than now a physi- 
cian’s book. If it is intended to popular- 
ize the work, which is certainly desirable, 
will not the wisest future improvements 
be such as will command for it the ap- 
preciation of the medical profession ? 
This gained, would make it a business 
necessity for a greater number of phar- 
macists to possess it. 

The discussion therefore might well 
center about the question, how to make 
the United States Pharmacopeia of 
greater practical value to the physician. 

In considering the proposition to intro- 
duce doses, while not desiring to oppose 
the same, I must state that the argu- 
ments advanced in its support do not en- 
list me, from the standpoint of a physi- 
cian, particularly in its favor. Tne United 
States Pharmacopceia cannot be made a 
sufficient text-book for the medical stu- 
dent: therefore some work on therapeutics 
will be his source of information as to 
uses and doses of the ordinary drugs. Add 
to this the profusion of dose-lists pro- 
vided for him. and the physician will sel- 
dom consult the Pharmacopeia simply 
for doses. However, if the statement of 
doses would be a convenience to phar- 
macists, I should favor the proposition. 
The chief objection, to my mind, would 
be the impossibility of making any dose 
a standard in conformity with the fun- 
damentally standard character of the 
book as a whole. The thought occurs 
to me that doses might be omitted from 
the body of the work, but placed in the 
index opposite the names of articles, 
thus: 


Name of articie. Average dose. Page. 
Morphine sulphas. (0.015 gm. gr. 14) 262 
Sodii salicylas. (6.65 gm. gr. 10) 365 


Such an arrangement would probably 
be more convenient, on the whole, and 
would remove the above objection to a 
large degree. hes 

In regard to the second proposition in 
Dr. Rice’s article, the writer confesses 
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to some disappointment that the Phar- 
macopeeial Convention of 1880 did not 
permit greater latitude in the introduc- 
tion of newer synthetic drugs. Physi- 
cians have found it advantageous to use 
many of these, although oftentimes with 
uncertain knowledge as to source, purity 
and dose. Of special value to the med- 
ical profession would be a section de- 
voted to information upon new drugs. 
This, more than any other feature, would 
lead the practitioner of medicine to con- 
sult the work. So valuable do I believe 
this feature would be that I co a step 
further and urge the issue annually of a 
pamphlet-supplement to the United 
States Pharmacopceia to be devoted to 
the same end, that of furnishing regu- 
larly the most reliable information con- 
cerning new drugs. Here is opportunity 
for an enlargement of scope that would 
be appreciated by both professions, The 
need in this direction is real, the usual 
source of such informtaion at piesent be- 
ing either the literature of the interested 
manufacturer or the articles of the en- 
thusiastic experimenter. 

The annual pamphlet-supplements need 
not be so large but that each, when re- 
ceived, could be readily inserted in the 
Pharmacopeeia; and the cost of the same 
could be met by a slight increase in the 
price of the book. For convenience, 
coupon leaves could be included, to be 
detached and exchanged for the annual 
supplements, as issued. 


Ei H. Lona. 
BUFFALO, N. Y., July 31. 


Charles Schmidt, Ph.G. 


I have read with much interest the re- 
print of Dr. Chas. Rice’s paper which 
you inclosed, and have noted the propo- 
sitions stated at the end of the article. 
Referring to the first of these, the stat- 
ing of doses of official drugs and prepa- 
rations by the Pharmacopceia, I can only 
and most readily give it my approval. 
Such a course might be reaching the 
limits of the scope of a pharmacopceia, 
but certainly does not go beyond the 
province of such a work. It will not be 
encroaching upon any one’s privileges or 
prerogatives, while it will render the 
work only more complete and prove a de- 
cided convenience to both pharmacists 
and physicians. 

The Committee of Revision being com- 
posed of both pharmacists and physi- 
cians who, as a body, create or prescribe 
the strength which official drugs and 
preparations shall have, should certainly 
ba likewise competent to state an aver- 
age dose of such drugs and preparations. 
Any one referring to the Pharmacopoeia 
for such information can reasonably be 
expected to possess sufficient sense to 
know that the quantities stated therein, 
as single, average or ordinary doses, 
might and should be increased or dimin- 
ished according to the exigencies of the 
ca e in which the medicines are to be ad- 
ministered. There certainly appears to 
me no reasonable objection or disadvan- 
tage in carrying out this proposition. 


PATENTED PROPRIETARIES, 


The second proposition, to admit to 
the Pharmacopeeia patented syuthetic 
compounds, is one upon which I have as 
yet not been able to come to so definite a 
conclusion. It is a subject that must 
certainly be carefully considered from all 
points of view, and my present utter- 





ances are therefore nut made merely to 
express my opinions, but rather to offer 
suggestions which may lead others to 
on upon the points which I shall pre- 
sent. 

It must be conceded that some of the 
most important and really useful reme- 
dies prescribed by the medical profes- 
sion of to-day are synthetic chemical com- 
pounds, and the progress of science and 
research in this field will doubtless 
evolve many more such medicines in the 
near future. Some of these compounds 
are, and others are not, protected in their 
manufacture by patent rights. Non-ad- 
mission into the Pharmacopoeia is cer- 
tainly not likely to prevent really useful 
remedies from being prescribed, nor to 
injure their usefulness. The honest ob- 
ject of enumerating them as official 
remedies can only be to describe their 
physical and chemical characteristics— 
that is, to furnish a means of their iden- 
tity. This object would most likely serve 
pharmacists more frequently than physi- 
cians, for obvious reasons. But this offi- 
cial description is far more essential in 
the case of such compounds not covered 
by patents than for those thus protected. 
The former are likely to be obtained 
from many commercial sources, while the 
latter are originally bought, usually from 
a single manufacturer, individual, firm 
or corporation. The patented compounds 
are generally, perhaps always, sold in 
original packages of various convenient 
quantities, with trade-mark, number of 
patent, etc., attached. Thus procured 
and secured they are, to the best of my 
knowledge, rarely if ever received by the 
pharmacist in a sophisticated condition, 
and the necessity of their official descrip- 
tion seems to me to be not very great. 
Those pharmacists, physicians or chemists 
who are likely to have occasion to apply 
tests of verification will in all probability 
keep themselves supplied with the neces- 
sary literature upon the subject. 

Furthermore, inasmuch as the pat- 
ented compounds are made by only one 
manufacturer, usually the patentee, the 
only true article of its kind which could 
be legally sold or dispensed, and the only 
article which could therefore be recog- 
nized by the Pharmacopceia, would be 
the one made by this particular indi- 
vidual, firm or corporation; and the ar- 
tificial description would be incomplete 
without indicating the name and perhaps 
address of the lawful manufacturer cr 
patentee. This would be essential, as- 
suming that the Pharmacopceia were to 
serve in the interest of law and justice, 
and would be infinitely more essential if 
the common or trade mark name were 
adopted as the official name. Such a 
complete description alone would secure 
the pharmacist and physician against im- 
position and possible legal prosecution 

Such a course would, however, form a 
kind of gratuitous advertisement of these 
compounds that would be sincerely 
courted and eagerly sought after by the 
manufacturer. If the Pharmacopceia is 
to approve with its authoritative sanction 
patented synthetic compounds, we may 
reasonably assume that the makers of 
scores of these remedies will soon be 
knocking at the door of the Pharma- 
copceia clamoring for admission for their 
products 

Is it not likely that these men will 
bring to bear every influence within 
their reach to secure recognition, and 
are we assured that the Committee of 
Revision of the Pharmacopeeia will al- 
ways be composed of men absolutely un- 
biased and absolutely proof against the 


wonderfully persuasive powers of such 
manufacturers or their agents? Where 
will itend ? Who and what is to decide 
which of these patented remedies is to be 
made official? Is it not likely to lead to 
the cry of favoritism and to a consequent 
embarrassment of the Committee of Re- 
vision ? 

Shall there be admitted one or a dozen 
aualgesics, soporifics, febrifuges and an- 
tiseptics, and all at an arbitrarily high 
price? If only one, which one ? If two, 
which two? Who will decide upon the 
number, if limitation is decided on, and 
how will such decision be reached ? 
‘* The best alone will be admitted’’ may 
be the answer; but which is the best in 
each class, and who can prove it beyond 
further question ? The promiscuous use 
of these remedies for one or two years by 
the medical profession does not always 
establish the value of these compounds 
as medicines. Doubtless the manufac- 
turer or patentee will present himself 
armed with volumes of favorable testi- 
mony of greater or less value, but— 
‘* Samivel, bevare of the vidders ”’ 

Again, if those compounds are made 
official, may we not soon have listed in 
the Pharmacopceia official preparations 
containing them and necessarily made by 
the pharmacist at a cost that is greater 
than is either necessary or just’? It is 
not easy to estimate how far-reaching in 
its results the recognition of patented 
compounds may be; and in the light of 
the above suggestions the questions loom 
up before us: What will the Pharma- 
copoeia of the future be in character ? 
Will it still remain the pure servant of 
the pharmacist and the physician, or will 
it be allowed to serve, at least in some 
measure, the commercial interests of 
patentees ? I do not know what reasons 
caused the last convention for the revi- 
sion of the Pharmacopceia finally to refuse 
recognition to patented compounds, but 
let us in the future, as in the past, con- 
sider well and make haste slowly in so 
important a matter. 

Cuas. SCHMIDT. 


BALTIMORE, Mp., August 1. 
A. B. Stevens, Ph.C. 


School of Pharmacy University of Michigan. 


Iam in favor of the first proposition, 
for I believe that the majority of the 
pharmacists of the United States would 
prefer to have the doses stated in con- 
nection with each drug or preparation in 
the next revision of the Pharmacopceia. 

The question, “‘Why are not doses 
specified in the Pharmacopceia’’’ is fre- 
quently asked by students of pharmacy. 

Writers on materia medica and thera- 
peutics frequently disagree on maximum 
doses of various drugs, and the pharma- 
cist is undecided as to the amount which 
may be safely dispensed. This could be 
easily decided by the medical members 
of the Committee of Revision establish- 
ing for the pharmacist a maximum dose, 
which he should not exceed without an 
assurance from the prescriber that the 
increased dose was intentional. 

As suggested, a clause could be intro- 
duced to the effect that exceptional cases 
might require much larger doses and 
that in no case should the doses specified 
be considered binding upon the physician. 
The doses should be stated in both the 
metric and apothecary system, and this 
should be continued as long as both sys- 
tems are used in prescribing. The time 
has arrived, however, when colleges of 











medicine should teach the doses in the 
metric system only. 

I must declare myself in favor of the 
second proposition, and believe the com- 
position, dose and tests of identity 
should be stated. Tests for purity and 
strength might also be stated, but would 
be of little value so long as the prepara. 
tion is manufactured by one firm under 
proprietary rights. In that event they 
would establish their own standard of 
strength and purity. 

A. B. STEVENS. 


ANN ARBOR, MICH., July 30. 
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Geosot is the trade name given to 
guaiacol valerianate, which is also de- 
scribed further on in this department. 


Guaiacol Valerianate has been brought 
into notice by Lehmann of Berlin, with a 
view to being used in pulmonary tu- 
berculosis in the same manner as the 
valerianate of creosote. The name 
geosot has been given it. 


Color Reaction of Arachis Oil.—Ac- 
cording to Van Engelen (Chem. Zeit., 
1896, 440) sodium molybdate dissolved in 
concentrated sulphuric acid gives a 
strong purple coloration with arachis 
(peanut) oil, but not with oil of sesame 
or with olive oil. 


Lithio Piperazin is the name given to 
a new preparation which is designed to 
combine the diuretic properties of lithia 
with the solvent action of uric acid pos- 
sessed by piperazin, and is expected to 
be of value in the uric acid diathesis. It 
occurs as avery soluble granular powder, 
and is brought into commerce in the form 
of tablets containing 1 gm. each. 


A Substitute for Cod Liver Oil._—A 
medical correspondent of the Lancet 
recommends the use of cod gall for this 
purpose. He makes a wine by digesting 
an ounce of the fresh gall with 244 drams 
of extract of pancreas in a pint of sherry 
or port wine for ten days, and then filter- 
ing through cotton wool. The wine is to 
be administered in doses of one to four 
teaspoonfuls at or after meals four times 
a day.—Pharm. Jour., 1360, page 53. 


Sulphur as a Preservative for Chloro- 
form.—The partial decomposition of 
chloroform under the influence of light 
may be somewhat lessened, but not 
wholly done away with, by the addition 
of alcohol, of ether or of toluol in small 
quantities. L. Allain finds (Jour. 


Pharm. Chim., 6, 2, page 252) that the 
decomposition can be entirely obviated 


ma, PROGR 


J. W. Mallet, Ph.D, Etc. 


Both the proposed modifications of the 
Pharmacopeeia strike me favorably, but 
both will, I think, need to be discussed 
in detail as to the limitations and con- 
ditions of the changes if made. Such 
discussion can best be had viva voce in 
the Committee on Revision, or at the an- 
nual meeting of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

J. W. MALLET. 


CHARLOTTESVILLE, VA., July 16. 
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by simply adding pure sublimed sulphur 
to the chloroform. To purify the sul- 
phur, the author allows it to stand for 
24 hours in four times its own volume of 
ammonia, washes carefully with water, 
and dries for four days ina drying closet, 
and for 14 days over sulphuric acid. 


The Estimation of Mercury Salts by 
Sodium Peroxide.— According to Schuy- 
ten (Chem. Zeit., 1896, p. 239), mercurial 
salts can be readily estimated as follows: 
Weigh off a definite quantity of the sub- 
stance to be examined into a porcelain 
capsule. Add a sufficient quantity of 
water and then gradually add sodium 
peroxide until no further precipitation 
occurs. Then cover the capsule with a 
funnel provided with a tube bent at right 
angles; warm gently until the vapors 
condense in the tube, then allow to cool, 
wash off the funnel well, filter off the 
separated quicksilver, dry in an exsic- 
cator and weigh. In this manner the 
mercurial contents of the sulphate, the 
nitrate, the oxide, and the corrosive 
chloride of mercury can be established 
easily and fairly accurately. 


The Detection of Peptone in the Pres- 
ence of Albumen in Urine.—A. Jawo- 
roski recommends (Pharm. Zeit. f. Russ., 
1896, No. 6) the following process: Add 
an excess of bicarbonate to the urine, 
filter, evaporate to one-third of its orig- 
inal volume, shake out with amy] al- 
cohol and neutralize with citric acid. To 
4 ccm. of the urine so prepared add 1 
drop of an aqueous solution of ammonium 
molybdate (1 to 40), containing 10 per 
cent. of dissolved citric acid. In the 
presence of either albumen or peptone a 
white precipitate forms. In order to de- 
termine whether both bodies are present, 
warm and filter rapidly. The peptone 
compound passes through in the filtrate 
and separates out upon cooling, while 
the precipitate of albumen remains un- 
dissolved on warming. 
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_Calomel Incompatible with Antipy 
rine.—Dr. H. Werner has made exami- 
nations into the character of a reaction 
taking place between these two sub- 
stances, whose incompatibility has long 
been known. He is of the opinion 
(Pharm. Zeit., No. 47) that something 
like the following reaction takes place: 
6 Hg Cl + 2antipyrine = 2 Hg + H.O + 
2 Hg Cl, + 2 antipyrine chloride. This 
indicates the formation of corrosive sub- 
limate in the liquids of the stomach and 
the amount formed on the ingestion of 
the most commonly used doses of anti- 
pyrin and calomel as determined quan- 
titatively by Werner is so large as to be 
in excess of the maximum dose of this 
drug laid down in the German Pharma- 
copeeia. Hence the danger of admin 
istering the two drugs simultaneously. 


Insects Attacking Drugs.—In a note 
to The Chemist and Druggist ot July 18, 
page 91, C. C. Bell states that he is sur- 
prised that Professor Sayre did not find 
anisi semen and carum attacked by in- 
sects. Evidently, Mr. Bell has mistaken 
the import of Professor Sayre’s article. 
Professor Sayre, in former papers on the 
subject of insects attacking drugs, has 
mentioned the umbelliferous fruits as be- 
ing very susceptible to the ravages of in- 
sects. It is but fair to Professor Sayre 
to state that in the paper to which The 
Chemist and Druggist’s correspondent al- 
ludes the professor merely mentions 
those drugs which he found attacked at 
that time in going over his storeroom 
stock. The stock happened to be the sup- 
ply for the pharmaceutical laboratory,and 
the drugs mentioned may not have formed 
part of the stock at the time. It is well 
known that anisi semen and carum are 
very prone to attacks from insects. 


Creosote Valerianate, the valerianic 
ester of creosote, has been recommended 
by Dr. Gustav Wendt for the treatment 
of pulmonary tuberculosis, and its thera. 
peutic value has been proven by Dr. E. 
Grawitz. The preparation is a very 
mobile, non-corrosive, non poisonous 
liquid which begins to boil at about 240 
degrees C. The preparation is administ- 
ered in the form of gelatine capsules con- 
taining 0.2 gm. (6 grains) each, three of 
these capsules being given ata dose at 
first, and this being gradually increased 
to six to nine capsules. The remedy was 
administered to about 35 tuberculous 
patients, and in addition to this in a 
number of cases of intestinal diseases for 
disinfection of the intestinal tract. Ex- 
perience shows that in this form the 
remedy was very well borne, a temporary 
cessation being necessary in a very few 
cases. It has been given the trade name 
of Eosot. 


Japanese Aconite Tubers.—According 
to Shimoyama (‘‘ Contributions to the 
Medical Faculty of Tokio,’’ Vol. 3, No. 
1), five kinds of aconite tubers are found 
in commerce in Japan—viz. : ‘‘ Kusanzu,’’ 
‘* shirakawabushi,’’ ‘‘ katsujamabushi,’’ 
‘*senuzu’’ and ‘‘daibushi.’’ Of these 
the first three are indigenous to Japan, 
the others being imported from China. 
Langgard held the two first to be differ- 
ent species, but the author holds that 
they both are derived from the Acomitum 
Fischeri, the second drug being simply 
the young tubers of the first. A. Meyer 
has shown the anatomical structure 
(Arch. de Pharm., 1881) of kusanku, and 
Wright found in it a japaconitine to 
which he gave a formula CycH.ssN.O2, 
while according to Paul and Kingzett the 
alkaloid has apparently the formula C,)- 
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H,,;NO,. The investigations of Shimo- 


— confirm the view of Wright astothe , 


ormula. The same alkaloid was also 
found in the shirakawabushi, although in 
an average of only 0.0680 per cent., while 
the first drug named containe1 0.32 per 
cent. of alkaloid. The third kind, katsu- 
jamabushi, is undoubtedly derived from 
some other plant which has as yet not 
been identified, for its structure differs 
from that of the first two drugs. It is 
used principally for adulterating shira- 
kawabushi tubers. It occurs in imper- 
fectly developed tubers from which the 
greater portion of the alkaloid can be ex- 
tracted by salt water. The alkaloid is 
not identical with actesim, which is de- 
rived from the Indian aconite root. nor 
with the alkaloids of Aconitum Hetor- 
phyllum. 


Metaplumbates.—Of the salts of meta- 
plumbic acid the potassium salt, PbOsK, 
+ 3H.0, of Fresny, has been known for 
some time. About two years ago M. 
Hoehnel* reported on a simple method 
for the purification of the unstable so- 
dium salt, PbO;Na. + 4H.O. He also 
converted the normal salt into the acid 
salt, PbO,HNa + 3H.0, and later pre- 
wre the stable calcium metaplumbate, 

bO;Ca + 4H.0.+ With the aid of the 
levigated calcium salt he has now pre- 
pared metaplumbates of the heavy metals 
by double decomposition with the nor- 
mal acetates of these metals. 

The zinc salt constitutes a reddish 
brown crystalline powder and has the 
formula PbO; Zu + 2H.O. The copper 
salt is a dead-black powder of the for- 
mula PbO:Cu, the manganese salt is a 
grayish-black crystalline powder. The 
lead salt, PbO;Pb, is identical with the 
sesquioxide, Pb.O;, of Winkelblecht and 

ossesses the same color as that obtained 

y Jacquelain,§ who precipitated a solu- 
tion of minium in glacial acetic acid 
with ammonia. 

Hoehrel believes that soluble salts of 
other heavy metals will behave like those 
of copper, zinc, manganese and lead 
toward calcium metaplumbate. Barium, 
magnesium and strontium salts, how- 
ever, could not be prepared in this way. 
{Archd. Pharm., 234, p. 397, through 
Pharm. Review.) 


The Detection of Acetanilid in Some 
Closely Related Synthetical Compounds. 
—Frank X. Moerk has tested the ap- 
plicability of E MHirschsohn’s test for 
acetanilid in‘ phenacetine and more or 
less closely related compounds. Hirsch- 
sohn claims that 5 per cent. or more can 
readily be identified by making a satu- 
rated aqueous solution, and adding to this 
half a volume of bromine water. Anti- 
febrine decolorizes the bromine water 
immediately, and in a few moments a 
crystalline precipitate appears. Phena- 
cetine, on the other hand, is stated 
neither to decolorize the bromine nor 
form a precipitate. Moerk finds (Ameri- 
can Jour. Pharm.) that lactophenine, 
exalgine and phenocoll likewise produce 
precipitates, so that the reaction is not 
very characteristic for acetanilid. Dif- 
ferences, however, exist with regard to 
the solubility of the precipitates in pe- 
troleum ether. 

The isonitrile test as applied by others 
gives results which can be improved upon 
by the addition of potassium perman- 
ganate. Acetanilid gives the character- 
istic isonitrile odor, phenocoll gives | a 





* Arch. d. Pharm., 232. 
+ Ibidem, 238. 

+ Annalen, 21, p. 21. 

8 [bidem, 91, p. 285. 





faint odor but different from the isoni- 
trile, whereas the others, when pure, 
yield tests destitute of odor. 

‘*0.1 gm. of methacetine, phenacetine, 
lactophenine, salophenen or phenocoll 
hydrate are boiled with 10 ccm. of water 
(salophen is the only one not soluble in 
10 ccm. boiling water); then cooled 
quickly by immersion in cold water and 
filtered through cotton. To 2—3 ccm. of 
the filtrate add an equal volume of 5 
per cent. solution of potassa (or soda), 
boil and add small fragments of potas- 
sium permanganate until the green color 
first produced gives way to a violet or 
purple after boiling; then add two or 
three drops of a mixture made of chloro- 
form 10 ccm , alcohol 10 ccm. and water 
of ammonia 0 5 ccm.; boil and again add 
some of this mixture if the perman- 
ganate has not been reduced completely 
to brown manganic hydrate; after the 
chloroform has vaporized by standing a 
few moments. note the odor and com- 
pare it, if doubtful, with that yielded by 
a dilute acetanilid solution. In testing 
exalgine omit the potassium perman- 
ganate.”’ 


The Determination of Phenol. — G. 
Fredrichs presents, in a recent number 
of the Apotheker Zeitung (No. 47) the re- 
sults of some comparative work on the 
different methods for the quantative 
determination of phenol. According to 
bis conclusions, the best method for 
practical purposes is that which was de- 
vised by Koppeschaar, and later modified 
by Beckurts. This method gives very 
accurate results both in the examination 
of pure phenol and of solutions, and also 
of carbolated dressings. The process 
consists in the estimation of phenol as 
tribromphenol, and for its execution the 
following solutions are required: A 0.05 
normal potassium bromide solution 
(5.939 gm. potassium bromide in each 
liter), 0.01 normal potassium bromate so- 
lution (1.666 gm. potassium bromate in 
each liter), 0.1 normal sodium thiosul- 
phate solution and a freshly prepared 
concentrated solution of potassium io 
dide. For the estimation one should use 
a phenol solution of a strength of about 
1 to 1,000. In examining carbolated 
dressings, 1 to 2 gm. of the dressing, ac- 
cording to its strength, are boiled with 
100 ccm. of water for ten minutes in a 
closed receptacle. About 25 to 35 ccm. of 
the phenol solution (1 to 1,000) are put 
into a bottle with a ground glass stop- 
per, 50 ccm. each of solutions No. 1 and 
No. 2, and 5 ccm. of concentrated sul- 
phuric added, and the whole well shaken. 
At first no change is noted, but gradually 
an opalescence develops, followed by the 
separation of tribromphenol and of 
bromo-tribromphenol. The excess of 
bromine becomes apparent only after 
several minutes by the development of a 
yellow color. After 10 to 15 minutes the 
bottle is opened, potassium iodide solu- 
tion is added and the separated iodine is 
titrated after a few minutes with deci- 
normal sodium thiosulphate solution. 
The results are calculated as follows: 
From a mixture of 50 ccm. each of po- 
tassium bromate and potassium bromide 
solutions, sulphuric acid liberates 0.2392 
gm. of bromine, which take up 0.0469 gm. 
of phenol as tribromphenol. One ccm. 
of decinormal sodium thiosulphate solu- 
tion equals 0.008 gm. bromine, which is 
capable of converting 0.00156 gm. of 
phenol into tribromphenol. If, there- 
fore, we snbtract for each cubic centi- 
meter of the sodium thiosulphate solu- 
tion which is used in saturating the 


iodine set free by the bromine—0.00156 
from 0.0469 gm.—we obtain the quantity 
of phenol contained in the number of 
cubic centimeters of phenol solution 
first used. (See also the AMERICAN 
Dreaaist for May 25, p. 305.) 


as ype. 
A New Reagent for Alkaloids. 


A new reagent for alkaloids is recom- 
mended by Ad. Jaworowski (Pharm. 
Zeit. f. Russ) consisting of a solution of 
sodium vanadinate in water acidulated 
with acetic avid. This reagent givesa 
precipitate with very dilute solutions of 
some alkaloids, though with others a 
concentrated solution only will yielda 
precipitate. Its sensitiveness is much 
increased by the addition of copper salts. 

To prepare this reagent dissolve 0.3 
gm. of sodium vanadinate by the aid 
of heat in 10 ccm. of water and cool. 
Now prepare a solution cf 0.38 gm. cop- 
per sulphate in 10 ccm. of water; add to 
the first solution, and to the mixed solu- 
tion add sufficient concentrated acetic 
acid to dissolve the precipitates of vanad- 
inate of copper. For this purpose seven 
or eight drops are usually sufficient. 
Filter the slightly cloudy solution. The 
filtrate, which is of a green color with 
slightly yellow tinge, is ready for use. 
The alkaloids may be divided into three 
groups, as follows: First group.—This 
embraces all alkaloids which are pre- 
cipitated from solutions of the strength 
of ;i5 per cent. up to yo55 per cent. 

Second Group.—This embraces all those 
alkaloids which are precipitated out of 
_ containing ;'5 per cent., while 
the 

Third group comprises those alkaloids 
which are precipitated from concentrated 
solutions only, or are not precipitated at 
all by this reagent. 

The reagent is employed as follows: 
The alkaloid in the form of a salt is dis- 
solved in 4 or 5 ccm. of water, the solu- 
tion being aided if necessary by the addi- 
tion of one to ten drops of diluted acetic 
acid, and by the use of heat the sclation 
cooled off and one drop of the reagent 
added to thecool solution. If no precipi- 
tate appears within 15 minutes the solu- 
tion is divided into two parts, one of 
which is heated to boiling while to the 
other the reagent is added drop by drop. 
If in either case a turbidity or opal- 
escence occurs, the group to which the 
alkaloid belongs is determined by the 
degree of concentration of the alkaloidal 
solution. 


THE FIRST GROUP OF ALKALOIDS. 


Thebaine in 0.01 per cent. solution gives 
a slight precipitate at once, the precipi- 
tate dissolving readily on warming be- 
fore reaching the boiling point. Berber- 
ine in 0.05 per cent. solution causes 
cloudiness at once, the yellow precipitate 
with a brownish tinge dissolving on 
warming. Nicotine in 0.005 per cent. so- 
lution behaves in the same manner as the- 
baine. Aconitine in 0.005 per cent. solu- 
tion becomes opalescent in 5 to 30 seconds, 
becomes cloudy on heating and throws 
down adark precipitate on boiling. Even 
concentrated solutions of aconitine be- 
come cloudy only slowly after boiling, 
and only after standing a long time. The 
same is true of solutions of emetine. 
Strychnine in 0.005 per cent. solution 
becomes opalescent after a short time, 
and on boiling throws down a difficultly 
soluble precipitate. Quinine, quinidine, 
cinchonine and cinchonidine in 0.005 per 
cent. solution become slightly cloudy 
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after standing for half a minute to one 
minute. Brucine in 0.005 per cent. solu- 
tion becomes opalescent in from two to 
three minutes, but otherwise resembles 
strychnine. Apomorphine becomes opal- 
escent in 0.0025 per cent. solution after 
five minutes, and throws down a bluish 
green precipitate which is almost insol- 
uble on warming and turns a dark blue. 

On cooling the solution of the alkaloids, 
to which the reagent has been added, the 
cloudiness again appears, but disappears 
readily upon the addition of acetic acid 
when the alkaloid treated is either aconi- 
tine, quinine, nicotine or thebaine; it dis- 
appears with difficulty with apomorphine 
(turning a dark blue), berberine, brucine, 
emetine and strychnine. 


SECOND GROUP OF ALKALOIDS. 


These alkaloids are precipitated out in 
the course of from 10 to 60 seconds: 
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Sparteine from...... 

-apaverine from. 
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Narcotine. 
Codeine 


THIRD GROUP OF ALKALOIDS. 


This embraces caffeine, colchicine, coni- 
ine. coloine, narceine, pilocarpine, piper- 
ine, solanine, theobromine and veratrine. 

On boiling the liquid becomes opales- 
cent in the presence of 0.5 per cent. of 
cocaine and 0.8 per cent. of hyoscine. A 
0.3 per cent. solution of morphine becomes 
strongly opalescent on boiling, and on 
cooling a fine granular precipitate sepa- 
rates out. 

_— ae —— 


Extractive Contents of Some 
Drugs Used for Fluid Extracts. 


In a recent issue of the Pharmaceu- 
tische Centralhalle, Dr. O. Linde pub- 
lishes the following table giving the re- 


On the Chemical Composition of 
Bismuth Subnitrate.* 


By LyMaAn F, KEBLER, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Having been investigating the chem- 
ical composition of the bismuth sub 
nitrate in our markets for some time, the 
writer naturally read the excellent com- 
munication on this subject by the late 
Dr. Curtmant with much interest. 


Physical 
appearance. 


Numbers, 


appearance. 


Bulky. Crystalline. 


‘ Moderately 
/ heavy. 
Bulky. 


“ e 


anc 
crystalline. 
Crystalline. 


“ 


Heavy. 





Amorphous. 


Since the results obtained by the writer 
differ in some respects from those 1e- 
ported by Dr. Curtman, it will be inter- 
esting to record them. For conditions 
affecting the composition of this article 
the reader is referred to Dr. Curfman’s 
paper, Dammer’s ‘‘ Handbook,”’ or any 
other extensive chemical treatise 

The first obstacle met with in the work 
was to differentiate between the amount 
of moisture mechanically retained and 
the per cent. of chemically combined 
water. The Pharmacopeeia states: 





Composition of 
menstruum. 
Alcohol. Water. 


Drugs. 
Cascara sagrada (1893)................eeeeees 3 
Cascara sagrada, bitterless.................. 3 
i ee ccb cL okubaccensa hi bbecaschiss 1 
I i ag 3 
eee ene 3 
Se eee eee 1 
RINNE cinoctesuuncbseecieewwevass 2 
cri echan auhachsstaeconboebiecure 2 
a eae 1 
ey rrr cn ee 1 
cs tGscchbbkeckbSekknedecebskche oe sce 7 
Lo Ee eee ene 1 
TINS st noni uso katowebekecoueceosss 2 
ER con ctekckbbookepnvGbiksxeotbeswinkox 7 


ene 1 





sults of his estimations of the quantity of 
extractive contained in several of the 
mere commonly used drugs. In calcu- 
lating the yield, he has reckoned the 
amount of moisture contained in the air 
dried drug as being equal to 10 per cent. 
Saceepece 

Eosot is the trade name for valerianate 

of creosote. 


Caffeine Iodol is, according to the 
Zeitschrift der Oesterreicher Apotheker 
Verein, a light gray, odorless and taste- 
less crystalline powder, almost insoluble 
in the ordinary solvents. It is prepared 
by the action of an alcoholic solution of 
iodol upon an alcoholic solution of caf- 
feine in molecular proportions. It is 
used as a substitute for iodol and iodo- 
form, and is also used internally to re- 
place potassium iodide. 


Extractive in 
air-dried drug. 
-——Per ata 


Extractive in 
kiln-dried drug. 
——Per cent.—— 


a. b. a. . 

7 29.65 28.98 26.685 26.08 
7 27.4 26.7 24.66 24.03 
3 7.3 15.75 
7 20.9 18.81 
7 19.0 17.1 
1 7.9 17.9 7.1 16.11 
1 15.35 27.1 13.815 24.39 
1 17.9 18.4 16.11 16.56 
2 25.0 16.35 22.5 14.715 

C%.75 024.075 
3 20 6 18.585 
3 28.8 30.2 25.92 27.18 
1 19.5 17.55 
1 26.6 23.94 
3 20.7 16.9 18.63 15.21, 
q 15.6 15.25 1404 13.72% 


‘““When heated to 120 degrees C., the 
salt loses water (between 3 and 5 per 
cent. of its weight)."’ No time is spe- 
cified. Is it to be understood that this 
indicates the mechanically retained moist- 
ure or both? In order to obtain some 
data on the subject, the following experi- 
ments were made: A weighed quantity 
of good bismuth subnitrate} was placed 
ina desiccator cortaining strongsul phuric 
acid, and the total percentage of loss for 
the entire time noted every 24 hours, 
with one exception: First day, 0.87; 
second, 0.96; third, 096; fourth. 1.19; 
fifth, 1.19; seventh, 1.26; eighth, 1.30; 
ninth, 130; tenth, 1.30; eleventh, 1.31; 
twelfth, 1.32. 





* American Journal of Pharmacy 
+ 1896, AMERICAN DRUGGIST, 28, 8. 
+ No. 9 in tables below. 


Microscopical 


Amorphous } 


fe) AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


Next, given weights of ten samples 
were simultaneously dried in an air bath, 
at 90 degrees C., for 2, 8 and 24 hours, 
and the total loss noted at the end of each 
interval of time. Drying was then con- 
tinued at 100 degrees C for eight hours. 
The temperature was now raised to 120 
degrees C., and the total loss taken at in- 
tervals of 4, 14 and 34 hours, and finally 
drying was continued at 140 degrees C. 
for 16 hours. The results were as fol- 
lows: 






z ES 2. 2. £. |2. ze 

=| BES 82 |@a (ise 82 |é 

3 > eS we oH la oe 
i eo, | 22 Fl og! pe Pl oF! ao B 
= Sie E°2 278 Ss /5%5 225 
5 S52 }S2|/55% sSx|588 588 
0 eae aaa aa -aeis |-aeae-0 

1.04 1.18 | 1.28 1.26 1.83 2.30 | 3.25 | 5.63 
0.70 | 0.89 | 0.98 0.98 | 1.21 | 1.70 | 2.23 2.76 
0.61 0.94 | 1.03 1.08 2.43 2.51 | 3.19 4.33 
1.08 | 1.11 | 1.28 | 1.33 | 1.88 | 3.65 | 4.01 | 4.07 
0.35 0.83 | 0.94 0.97 1.15 1.68 | 2.37 | 3.39 
0.93 1.12 | 1.19 | 1.23 | 2.55 2.81 | 3.39 | 3.68 
0.81 | 1.09 | 1.90) 1.24 | 2.18 | 2-77 | 3.28 | 3.57 
1.04 1.16 | 1.20 1.21 | 2.73 | 2.85 | 3.93 | 3.93 
0.98 1.19 1.81 1.31 3.03 3.94 | 3.95 | 4.04 
0.26 0.80) 0.84 0.84 0.84 1.12 | 2.05 | 2.35 


In general, when drying in a desiccator 
over sulphuric acid is sufficently pro- 
longed, all of the mechanically retained 
moisture is abstracted. The same holds 
true when a substance is heated for a suf- 
ficient length of time at 100 degrees C. 
From the fact that the amount of mois- 
ture obtained by these two procedures 
agree so closely we might infer, on the 
one hand, that it represented all of the 
moisture mechanically retained, and that 
a portion of the loss at 120 degrees C. is 
due to water chemically combined. On 
the other hand, microscopical examina- 
tions show that the crystals, after hav- 
ing been heated at 120 degrees C. for 34 
hours, had not suffered any disintegra- 
tion. The small loss may, however, not 
affect the structure of the crystals. The 
above results will not admit of absolute 
conclusions, consequently the amount of 
water lost at 120 degrees C. is taken as a 
basis of future calculations for ready 
comparison. 

Two sources of information are still 
left us:/1, the per cent. of metallic bis- 
muth, and, 2. the per cent. of combined 
nitric acid. These were estimated in the 
ten samples examined above with the 
following results: 

Per cent. Per ms. 





( oO 
Per cent. nitric BiONOs, 
te) acid H,0. 
bismuth radical Calculated 
Numbers. oxide. (NOs). from NOs. 
J 83. 18.78 92.09 
18.38 90.14 
17.88 87.69 
18.44 90.43 
14.12 69.25 
a ; 17.76 87.10 
Fipepanesseus cue 81 15 17.70 86.81 
RES: 81.36 18.76 92.00 
De oikk tennessee 19.21 94.21 
OD ckntinaceies: cond 83.01 19.68 95.51 


The bismuth oxide was determined by 
ignition in the usual way. Any mixture 
of bismuth subnitrate and bismuth hy- 
droxide would not vary materially in the 
percentage of bismuth oxide from the 
above results, consequently this source of 
information is of little value as regards 
the amount of bismuth subnitrate. 

Several methods were tried for esti- 
mating the combined nitric acid. The 
necessary apparatus for the absolute or 
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copper oxide method was not at the writ- 
er’s disposal. Gunning’s method, modi- 
fied for nitrates,* gave unsatisfactory re- 
sults, being non-concordant and low. 
This was undoubtedly due to a loss of 
nitric acid, encountered when the sul- 
phuric-salicylic acid mixture was added 
to the bismuth subnitrate. The odor of 
nitric acid was pronounced at the mouth 
of the digestion flask. The method em- 
ployed by Dr. Curtman did not yield 
satisfactory results in the writer’s hands. 
The end reaction was difficult to deter- 
mine. on account of the reflection of the 
pinkish-colored precipitate, and the re- 
sults were even lower than those ob- 
tained by Gunning’s process. The volu- 
metric method giving the writer the most 
satisfactory results is as follows: Sus- 
pend any given weight of the salt in 
about 10 equivalents of distilled water, 
in a suitable beaker ; add an excess of nor- 
mal potassium hydroxide and a few 
drops of phenolphthalein solution; bring 
the contents of the beaker to a brisk 
boil, and re-titrate the excess of potas- 
sium hydroxide. From the results thus 
obtained, the per cent. of the combined 
nitric acid radical can readily be calcu- 
lated. The results recorded above may 
be a trifle low, since it is well known 
that bismuth subnitrate is with difficulty 
completely decomposed with dilute alka- 
line solutions, even at the boiling point. 
The samples were taken from original 
packages. The United States Pharma- 
copeeial requirements were complied with 
in every respect, except that from an ap- 
preciable quantity to a minute trace of 


A New Method for the Estima- 
tion of Caffeine.* 


By M. GomBERG, 
University of Michigan. 

All the methods for the estimation of 
caffeine depend upon the extraction of 
the alkaloid by an immiscible solvent 
from either a dry residue, or from its 
solution in water. But Spencert has re- 
cently shown how difficult it is to re- 
move the alkaloid from its solution in 
water. According to him, it is necessary 
to shake out the liquid at least seven 
times with chloroform, in order to re- 
move caffeine quantitatively. It is usu- 
ally stated that caffeine does not form 
any stable salts in a watery solution, 
and consequently it can be shaken out 
with immiscible solvents from either 
alkaline or acid solutions. But this is 
only relatively true, as will appear from 
the following illustrations: 1.0085 gm. 
of caffeine were dissolved in 60 ccm. of 
sulphuric acid (1 to 10), and this solu- 
tion was repeatedly shaken out with 
chloroform, 25 ccm. at a time. 

10 consecutive portions of chloroform 
gave a total of 0.4514 gm. caffeine. 

3 additional portions of chloroform 
made a total of 0.4859 gm. caffeine. 

3 more additional portions of chloro- 
form made a total of 0.5034 gm. caf- 
feine. 

The extreme delicacy of the test for 
caffeine by means of Wagner’s reagent 
has suggested the possibility of apply- 


ing this reagent for the quantitative esti- 
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The precipitation is best performed in a 
tall test-tube on foot, and the solution 
for titration is removed directly by im- 
mersing the end of the burette into the 
liquid and applying suction at the upper 
end. When it is desirable to filter off an 
aliquot portion, a filter of glass wool and 
asbestos gives very satisfactory results. 

We have tested the method on solu- 
tions of caffeine acidulated with sul- 
phuric acid, the solutions being of differ- 
ent strengths--namely: Containing 0.25 
per cent. of caffeine, 0.50 per cent., 0.75 
per cent. and 1.00 per cent., respectively. 
We have varied in different series of ex- 
periments the amounts of Wagner’s rea- 
gent, employing just the theoretical 
quantities, a small and large excess above 
that, as well as quantities below those re- 
quired by the theory. Columns | ei 2 
III and IV give the results obtained by 
allowing the solutions to stand for an 
hour before decanting an aliquot portion 
for titration; column V shows the re- 
sults obtained when the liquid for titra- 
tion was filtered off within five minutes 
after the addition of Wagner's reagent. 
The results are calculated on the basis 
that the periodide has the composition 
C.H,.N,0O:HLI,. The amount of alka- 
loid is calculated from the amount of 
iodine used up, by the formula, 

41. CsHioN,O2 : : 506 : 194; 

i.e, 1 part of iodine represents 0.3834 
parts of caffeine. Or, 1 ccm. tenth nor- 
mal iodine = 0 00485 gm. caffeine 

The results presented below sbaw that 
the estimation of caffeine by this method 
is very exact. The best results are ob- 









































I. It. III. IV. / 
Solution containing | Solution containing Solution containing Solution containing | Solution containing 
0.25 per cent. of 0.50 percent. of 0.75 per cent. of 1.00 per cent. of 0.50 per cent. of 
caffeine. caffeine. caffeine. caffeine. caffeine. 
ape ae cat iw | us 
#3 | re | =F #2 . |B 
, g 3 | 82 ¢ 3 | 88|/ a/]e) 8s! g 3 | 82 « 3 | 8 
Wagner’s reagent employed. 2 = : z 2 = : 8 Se = : 3 g 5 i g 2 = | &§8 
6 > & |/*2) & | & | me] &] & | ee) B&B] ef | ee BL Oe | me 
| a 
—_ Bin 0.0600 0.0591 |- 98.33 0.1200 0.1173 97.82 | 0.1500 | 0.148 8.40 0.1200 | 0.1182 | 98.38 0.1200 0.1154 96.78 
Theoretical quantity +2cem.... 4 00589 ved 1m O1n3 5 1500 = 0.4 0 1179 0.1165 a 
1% theoretical quantity 0.0750 0.0749 | 99.88 | 0.1200 0.1191 | 99.17 | 0.1500 | 0.1489 99.13 0.1200 0.1191 99.12 0.1200 0.1196 cand 
ee ssccccce ) | 0.0749 0.1189 | 0.1485 0.1187 aise 3 
me ; : 0500 0.05 , 0800 0.0805 99.63 | 0.12 : 98.67 0.1100 | 0.1091 | 99.18 0.0800 0.0402 99.63 
Twice the theoretical quantity. } 0.050 = 100.80 | 0.080 pe 99.63 | 0.1200 | 0.1184 8.67 0.1100 oan ‘ 00791 : 
One-half of the theoretical quan- § | 0.0750 | 0 0363 | 48.40 | 0 1600 0.0794 | 49.62 | 0.2250 0.1107 49.20 0.2000 | 0.1067 | 53.35 0.1600 0.0791 49.44 
Hy ee ' | 0.0368 | 0.0794 0.1067 0.0791 
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chlorides was present in every case, and 
No. 5 was contaminated with the car- 
bonate. 

The above results show that the bis- 
muth subnitrate manufactured in Phila- 
delphia, New York and Brooklyn, al- 
though not a theoretical chemical com- 
pound, is not so excessively ‘‘ basic’’ as 
those reported on by Dr. Curtman, ex- 
cepting No. 5. 





Hyposulphite for Ivy Poisoning. 


A physician practicing in a section 
where poisoning by rhus is common, re- 
ports excellent results from bathing the 
parts affected in a solution of sodium 
hyposulphite. Almost immediate relief 
was afforded by this remedy. The relief 
which follows local application would 
seem to indicate that ivy poisoning isa 
cutaneous trouble. 


* 1895, ** Meth-ds of Analysis, Association of 
Official Agricultural Chemists,” page 18. 











mation of the alkaloid. Its successful 
application necessitates, of course, asolu- 
tion of the alkaloid free from other sub- 
stances that are precipitated by or ab- 
sorb iodine--a condition requisite in the 
estimation of any base by means of 
Wagner’s reagent. This method gives 
very satisfactory results, as nearly theo- 
retical as could be expected. I am in- 
debted for the analytical data of the 
subjoined table to James W. Knox, 
holder of the Stearns’ Fellowship in the 
School of Pharmacy. The method of 
procedure employed by us was practically 
the same as that used by Kippenberger. 
Definite volumes of acidulated solutions 
of caffeine were precipitated with a 
known volume of iodine in potassium 
iodide. After complete precipitation an 
aliquot portion of the supernatant liquid 
was obtained, either by decantation or 
filtration. and the excess of iodine was 
estimated by titrating against a tenth 
normal solution of sodium thiosulphate. 





* From a paper in the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Chemical Society. 
+ J. anal. Chem., 4, p. 390. 


tained when iodine is in considerable ex- 
cess, as is evident from the figures where 
one and one third and twice the theo- 
retical quantities of Wagner's reagent 
were used. All the results in the table 
were obtained on solutions of caffeine 
acidulated with sulphuric acid, the 
acidulation being tolerably strong, about 
1 ccm of the concentrated acid to 50 
ccm. of the liquid. Experiments upon 
the influence of the acid indicate that a 
large excess of sulphuric acid interferes 
to some extent with the reaction. The 
amount of recovered caffeine. falls as 
low as 95 per cent. of the quantity taken, 
when 4 ccm. of the concentrated acid to 
50 cem. of the liquid are used. The re- 
sults are also not very uniform and con- 
cordant. The fact that the precipita- 
tion of caffeine by Wagner’s reagent 1s 
more delicate in presence of hydro- 
chloric acid than any other acid would 
make it advisable to employ that acid in 
quantitative estimation of the base by 
iodine. 

This method could easily be employed 
for the estimation of the alkaloid in caf- 








feine-bearing drugs. Of course,it is neces- 
sary to have the final solution of the alka- 
loid in water as free as possible from other 
substances that may be precipitated by 
Wagner’s reagent. The estimation of 
caffeine by this method is likely to give 
higher results than have hitherto been 
obtained. The following procedure is 
recommended.* The drug is thoroughly 
digested with water for some time, by 
the aid of heat, cooled, and made up toa 
definite volume, and filtered. An aliquot 
portion of the filtrate is treated with lead 
acetate, the precipitate allowed to settle, 
and filtered. The whole of the filtrate, 
or a given portion of it, is treated with 
hydrogen sulphide to remove the lead, 
and filtered. This filtrate, after boiling 
off the hydrogen sulphide, is divided into 
two equal portions, and each treated with 
a detinite volume of the standard iodine 
solution—the first portion without the 
addition of any mineral acid, the second 
with the addition of hydrochloric or sul 
phuric acid. After five to ten minutes 
standing the excess of iodine is estimated 
in each of the two solutions, as described 
above The first portion, containing no 
other but some acetic acid, serves to in- 
dicate whether the filtrate from the lead 
sulphide contains any other materials 
besides caffeine that are likely to be pre- 
cipitated by Wagner’s reagent—for caf- 
feine itself is not precipitated by it even 
in presence of tolerably strong acetic 
acid. If any absorption of iodine be 
found in the first portion, then that 
quantity is to be subtracted from the 
amount ofjiodine taken up by the second 
portion; the difference represents the io- 
dine used up in the formation of the per- 
iodide of caffeine. The amount thus 
used up, multiplied by 0.3834, gives the 
amount of caffeine in that particular por- 
tion of the liquid. 


The Treatment of Gonorrhea. 


Dr. H O. Panzer, ina paper read before 
the Indiana Medical Society, on ‘‘ Mod- 
ern Views of Matrimonial Sterility,’’ 
gives gonorrhcea as the principal cause of 
this condition. As to the treatment of 
gonorrhoea he says: ‘‘ The one remedy is 
Fuller’s method of stripping the seminal 
vesiculz by massage movement through 
the rectum. The seminal vesicules have 
been shown to be the permanent seat of 
the gonococci in the cases that presented 
the heretofore incurable type of this dis- 
ease. From here the urethra is repeated- 
ly invaded ; here the spermatozoa are de- 
vitalized; and from here the infectious 
material is transported to the sexual 
mate 

‘The second remedy deserving special 
mention is ichthyol. It is as mucha spe- 
cific as nitrate of silver, and while the 
latter remedy is applicable only to sur- 
face lesions, the ichthyol. by virtue of its 
penetrating effect, applies also to the 
more deep seated and chronic forms of 
the disease. It is the remedy par excel- 
lence in chronic pelvic inflammations of 
this kind. Applied in vaginal tampon 
and by inunction over the inguival re- 
gion, its anodyne, antiseptic, astringeut, 
absorbefacient effect, and withall its pen- 
etrating property, make it a most desira- 
ble remedy. Of all remedies known to 
the author it is the most potent and fre- 
quently successful. In the hands of the 
author this remedy, used in conjunction 
with other conservative means, has saved 
many a woman a mutilating operation, 
which, viewed by our former resources, 
seemed futile to even hope for.” 


* These directions are in part those given by 
pencer, 1890; J. anal. Chem., 4, p. 390. 


A Study of Indian Cannabis.* 
By N. 8S. Rupo.r. 


Indian cannabis is now reduced to C. 
sativa, the Indian species being regarded 
as a mere variety of the C. sativa, due to 
climatic and other influences. Vernacu- 
lar: bhand, ganja, charras, subji, sabxi, 
phulganja, etc. 


HABITAT, 


Wild in Central Asia, Russia, China, 
Western Himalaya and Kashmir. Grows 
wild as a cold weather annual in plains 
of India. The writer has seen it grow- 
ing by the wayside in Behar. Is indigen- 
ous to Persia. 


MODIFICATIONS AND VARIETIES. 


Hemp is grown either for the sake of 
the narcotic principles which it yields, 
or for fiber. Experience has shown that 
the conditions which produce a good fiber 
and those which cause a good yield of 
narcotic vary so widely that narcotic 
and fiber cannot he obtained with 
any approach to success from the same 
plant. For this reason it will be neces- 
sary to treat the subject under two dis- 
tinct headings: 


(a) Cultivation for fiber and seed. 
(b) Cultivation for the narcotic. 


CULTIVATION FOR FIBER AND SEED, 


To produce a good yield of fiber, as re- 
gards quality and quantity, it is neces- 
sary that the plant be cultivated in a rich 
soil and in a cold to temperate climate. 
For the development of seeds, the male 
and female plants must be allowed to 
grow side by side. These are precisely 
the conditions to insure the smallest yield 
of narcotic principles. As a whole it may 
be said that hemp growing for fiber has 
been a failure in Northern India. But in 
the mountains of Southern India a consid- 
erable amount of hemp fiber is prepared. 
Hemp grown for fiber is utterly unsuited 
for medicinal purposes. It appears, how- 
ever, that this cluss of plant has been 
forwarded to the European drug mar- 
kets in large quantities. 


CULTIVATION FOR NARCOTIC. 


There are two distinct C. sativa plants, 
the male and the female. Bhang is the 
Hindi name for the leaves of the plant. 
It is almost always obtained from the 
wild plant, which grows all over the 
plains of India, being a cold weather an- 
nual. It is therapeutically inactive, and 
could not be used in medicine. Natives 
prepare and drink a sort of tea from the 
dried leaves. It is very cheap, about 1 
anna per pound. The tea is used by the 
poor people and seems to produce no bad 
effects, but this is a vexed question. 
There is a small duty on the drug when 
sold, but any one may gather it. Bhang 
is naturally a mixture of male and female 
plant leaves, and is practically wild In- 
dian hemp. 

Ganja is the Hindi name for the flower- 
ing tops of unfertilized female plant of 
cultivated Indian hemp. In Bengal it is 
cultivated as follows: The land chosen is 
a light, rich loam, not too moist. The 


*Some months ago Mr. Rudolf departed for 
India in the employ of a large pharmaceutical 
house for the special purpose of studying the 
conditions surrounding and difficulties beset- 
ting the procurement of satisfactory East In- 
dian drugs, specifically Indian cannabis and 
opium. This “Study of Cannabis*’ forms the 


substance of one of his reports prepared in ful- 


fillment of hisimportant mission, and is repro- 
duced from the Bulletin of Pharmacy for July. 
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seed is planted in August, the young 
plants being kept in a sort of nursery 
garden. Toward the end of September 
the seedlings are planted out in ridges. 
In October it is manured with cow dung 
and oil cake, being hoed at the same 
time. In November, lower branches are 
chopped cff, and the plant begins to 
flower. A ‘‘ ganja hakim ”’ or hemp doc- 
tor is employed to remove the male 
plants. This must be done most care- 
fully, asa single male plant will ruina 
whole field of ‘‘ ganja.’’ Usually some 
of the plants are fecundated by chance, 
and the seeds, etc., have to be carefully 
removed in the subsequent stages of 
manufacture. The medicinal value of 
the crop is lessened by the accidental 
presence of male plants, and it is not 
very difficult to ascertain that such a de- 
terioration, due to the presence of male 
flowers, has taken place. C. sativa for 
ganja is grown in sunny places and 
planted at intervals; for fiber it is grown 
in the shade and sown broadcast. 


MANUFACTURE OF GANJA. 


There are two varieties of the prepared 
ganja: 

1. Round ganja (g6l ganja). 

2. Flat ganja (chapta ganja). 

Round ganja is the purest and most 
carefully prepared form. The plants are 
cut with sickles, some 6 inches from the 
ground. They lie in the field all day ex- 
posed to the sun, till about 4 p.m., when 
they are picked over to remove male 
plants, seeds and superfluous leaves, The 
plants, or rather the flowering tops and a 
few leaves, are tied up in bundles and left 
out all night in thedew. Next afternoon 
they are rolled under foot by men, so as 
to collect the resin around the top. 

Flat ganja is prepared in much the 
same way, but with less care as regards 
removal of impurities. The resin is made 
to collect around the flowering top by 
piling in heaps and treading under foot. 
The resin and flowers adhere in little flat 
cakes to the stem after this treatment. 

Either form of ganja, after being 
stacked to dry, is packed in bales. Dur- 
ing this baling some resin and flowers 
perhaps fall off as a powder; this powder 
is known as ‘‘ chir,”’ and is the strongest 
form of the drug. 

Charras appears to be closely allied to 
the above mentioned ‘‘chur.’’ It is the 
resinous part of the plant, and is ob- 
tained either by rubbing the flower tops 
between the hands, by removal from the 
standing plant, by scraping, or by walk- 
ing in the fields provided with a well 
greased leather apron to which the resin 
and pollen adhere. I have not seen the 
latter mode of collection. 

Mom charras occurs in some bazaars, 
but I can find no mention of it in the au- 
thorities. It is a wax-like body, as the 
name implies, ‘‘mom’’ being Hindi for 
wax. 

Momea or Mimea is a preparation like 
butter, said to be obtained from Thibet 
and Nepal and to be made with human 
fat or lymph. lt is used in medicine, but 
I have never seen it. Several authorities 
mention this preparation. While writing 
these lines I turned to my native servant, 
Lall Mahammed, who has been with me 
some years and has frequently assisted in 
collecting native drugs, etc. I asked him 
in Hindustani: ‘‘Do you know a medi- 
cine called ‘ Mimea’?’’ At first he said. 
‘*No.”’ Then he said: ‘‘ There is an oil 
Mimea ke tel, made by the cannibals from 
human bodies.’’ He then gave me a long 
description of the process. This story is 
probably circulated to check coolie emi- 
gration. 
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USES AND ACTION OF GANJA. 


Ganja is always smoked in a native 
water pipe or ‘*‘huqquah.’’ Some times 
it is mixed with ‘‘tamaku”’ or native 
tobacco. The intoxication produced is, 
at first, when the ganja is taken in small 
doses, rather pleasant, accompanied with 
amorous feelings and clearness of mind. 
If too much be smoked, intense delirium 
may result. Usually, after a heavy bout 
of smoking, the smoker sees everything 
red before him, falls to the ground, lies 
insensible for hours, and awakes in a 
maniacal condition; after recovering he 
remembers nothing of what has hap- 
pened. The writer is given to under- 
stand that ganja is seldom wilfully taken 
internally. Cases are of frequent occur- 
rence with a history as follows: A native 
traveler on a lonely road falls in witha 
pleasant stranger, who represents himself 
to be of the same caste They prepare 
their evening meal together, the stranger 
taking the opportunity to put some ganja 
in the traveler's portion. Next day the 
traveler is a raving lunatic, and for days 
is unable to give an account of himself; 
meantime his new friend has decamped 
with his property. The writer has known 
this to occur several times in Saran, in 
Behar, and it is very common all over 
India. 

Many such cases of ganja poisoning are 
believed to be due to the use of a mixture 
of ganjaand Datura Stramonium. These 
instances really prove nothing as regards 
the action of ganja or Cannabis indica, 
as the poison used is uncertain. 

‘* Fakeers,’’ 7. e., wandering native re- 
ligious mendicants, sometimes drink an 
infusion of ganja to nerve them for pain- 
ful religious ceremonies. 

Whether the practice of smoking ganja 
is hurtful is a mooted point, but there is 
no question that when indulged in to ex- 
cess it renders a man unfit for work and 
dangerous at times. 

Moz: charras and charras appear to be 
chiefly used in the preparation of sweet- 
meats. The sweets are eaten mostly by 
Mohammedans at religious festivals. 

With respect to the general subject of 
procuring supplies in Europe and Amer- 
ica, it is my opinion that the purchaser 
runs great risk of receiving inferior and 
adulterated Indian cannabis. ‘lhe chances 
are all against him unless he buys care- 
fully by sample and subjects the crude 
drug to rigid test prior to manufacture. 





The «Indian Lancet ’’ on the 
Hemp Habit. 


An editorial writer in the Indian Lan- 
cet makes the following glowing comment 
on the use of hemp: 


The charms of Indian hemp are unknown in 
England. The people there are still too robust 
a race, and prefer to drown their care in good 
old ale or its kindred. Yet if they only once ex- 
perienced the delights of Hashish, which are to 
those of tobacco as Chartreuse is to gin, they 
would think more highly of the wisdom of life 
of the Orientals. In the East enormous quanti 
ties of the plant are consumed. In fact, al- 
though so little is heard about it, it runs neck 
and neck with opium. But in England it is 
never used except as a drug, and even doctors 
there have not yet become familiar with its use. 


It is not a little interesting to read in 
the next paragraph the account of ‘‘ the 


most extraordinarily pleasant effects ’’ of ~ 


this drug, which only the physicians of 
India thoroughly know. It is the well- 
known description of Dr. H. C. Wood of 
his own use of the drug. It is said that 
De Quincey found the greater part of his 
experience as an opium eater in his own 





imagination. Certainly an ecstatic in- 
toxication from an American work on 
therapeutics has the advantage of no un- 
pleasant after effects, and the Lancet 
might recommend Dr. Wood’s account to 
its inexperienced British readers as a 
= and cautious beginning.—WMedical 
ecord, 


—_—_—— 


Xeroform or Tri-Bromo-Phenol 
Bismuth. 


The phenols, such as carbolic acid, 
chlor, bromo, and iodo phenol, cresol, 
naphthol, pyrogallol, etc., are well-known 
as our most active antiseptics. Their 
poisonous nature largely interferes with 
their profuse application in medicine. 
This is due to the presence of the unsatu- 
rated hydroxyl group of the phenols. As 
soon, however, as this is united with an- 
other group the toxicity disappears; for 
example, phenol united with salicylic 
acid gives us salol; creosote or guaiacol 
united with carbonic acid yields creosote 
or guaiacol carbonate; these compounds 
are, in comparison to the free phenols, 
comparatively non-toxic; for example, 
creosote carbonate in daily doses of 20 
grams is readily tolerated, while such a 
dose of creosote alone would cause death 
from gastro-enteritis. 

The phenols, with the binding of the 
hydroxyl group and loss in toxicity, lose 
also extensively in antiseptic power. The 
therapeutic powers of salol, creosote car- 
bonate, guaiacol carbonate, etc., how- 
ever, depend upon the fact that these 
bodies split up slowly in the intestines’or 
in wounds into their constituents, salol 
yielding, for example, carbolic and sali- 
cylic acids. This regeneration of the 
phenols in the organism takes place so 
gradually and is diffused over such a 
surface that the toxic or local irritating 
action usually shown by carbolic acid or 
creosote does not manifest itself. 

The splitting off of phenols, for exam- 
ple, from salol or the carbonates, takes 
place too slowly and incompletely to be 
of value in acute intestinal diseases, as 
cholera. In such instances a non-toxic 
compound is necessary which splits up 
more readily and completely. This case 
is filled by the use of phenol bismuth 
compounds; these, on contact with the 
secretions of the body tissues, yield the 
phenols quickly and in proper propor- 
tions. Thus, tri-brom-phenol-bismuth 
has given excellent results in the treat- 
ment of cholera. 

As the most efficient of this new group 
of antiseptics xeroform has shown itself, 
because, with 495 per cent. of bismuth 
oxide, it contains 50 per cent. of tri-brom- 
phenol against 10 to 20 per cent. in the 
various other combinations. Also tri- 
brom-phenol has been shown to possess 
far greater antiseptic powers than phenol 
itself. 

Xeroform (tri-bromo-phenol-bismuth), 
which is represented by the formula 
C.H.Br,O-Bi.O, forms a neutral, yellow, 
insoluble powder, stable in the light, 
tasteless, of a phenol like odor, almost 
non-toxic. It has but little action on the 
human organism, while to the comma 
bacilli it acts as a deadly poison. Hueppe 
states that during the late epidemic of 
cholera in Hamburg he cured every case 
that was in the incipient or well devel- 
oped stage, and in those cases which were 
beyond hope of saving culture experi- 
ments made from sections of the intes- 
tines (after post mortem examination) 
failed to yield any of the germs.— Phar. 
Wochenschrift through Phar. Era. 


Artificial Antitoxin. 


Experiments instituted by Dr. Smirnow 
of St. Petersburg, also by D’Arsonval 
and Charvinin, Paris, have led to the con- 
clusion that diphtheria antitoxin can be 
produced by means of electrolysis Ac- 
cording to Smirnow, the process consists 
first in chlorination or electrolysis of the 
toxin, containing 1 part sodium chloride 
in 200, with carbon electrodes, and then 
removing the chlorine by replacing the 
carbon at the positive pole by a repeat- 
edly changed silver electrode. The ef- 
ficacy of the antitoxin thus produced was 
found to be proportionate to the continu- 
ance of the chlorination, so that taking 
200 ccm. of toxin broth with 0.5 per cent. 
sodium chloride for electrolysis and 
chlorination during seven hours with 45 
milliamperes, after subesquent silver 
treatment for five or six hours, and add- 
ing 3 ccm. of 20 per cent caustic potash 
solution, an antitoxin was obtained, of 
which 0.5 to 1 ccm was sufficient to cure 
a guinea pig 16 or 18 hours after being 
infected with 01 ccm. diphtheria broth 
culture, a dose that was sufficient to kill 
the test animal in 24 or from 30 to 85 
hours after injection. Dr. Smirnow in- 
fers from his experiments that antitoxin 
is an oxidized or hydroxylated toxin; 
that the electric current has not a spe- 
cific power of producing antitoxin under 
the conditions described, but that the an- 
titoxin obtained by the aid of electricity 
originates from the reaction of the 
primary electrolytic products of the 
saline solution with the products of the 
bacteria—that in fact the influence of 
the electricity is exercised from the 
chemical side. Hence it is inferred that 
the production of a specific for the treat- 
ment of diphtheria is not a monopoly of 
the animal organism, but that it can be 
effected better and more simply by 
means of electrolysis. —Berl. Klin. Wschr., 
1896, No. 27, through Phar. Jour. 


—»~—_———_ 


Pellotine. 


Pellotine is the name given to an alka- 
loid obtained from a species of cactus,. 
Anhalonium Williamsi, indigenous to 
some of the States of Northern Mexico. 
This cactus, which is fairly common on 
the Mexican plateau (Ph. Review), is 
grayish green, club shaped, and without 
spines. The small flower is reddish 
violet. Its gently rounded ribs bear 
areoles covered with woolly hairs. The 
juice is very rich in water and has an in- 
tensely bitter taste. The alkaloid pello- 
tine, which is present in the juice to the 
extent of 0.75 to 0.89 per cent., may be 
obtained in the following manner: The 
sliced cactus isrepeatedly extracted with 
dilute, ammoniacal alcohol at a tempera- 
ture of from 40 to 50 degrees C. The 
yellowish green extract is distilled until 
a residue of syrup consistency, which is 
acid. remains. Water is added and the 
solution is evaporated to remove traces 
of the alcohol. Considerable resin, which 
is insoluble in both acids and alkalis, 
separates. This resin is removed by fil- 
tration. The clear brown colored filtrate 
is made alkaline with ammonia and re- 
peatedly shaken with large quantities of 
ether. The ether is recovered by distilla- 
tion. The residue, though without a 
specific odor, possesses a strong alkaline 
reaction. If this syrupy residue be now 
diluted with 96 per cent. alcohol and set 
aside in a desiccator, a considerable 
quantity of crystals separates within 12 
to 24 hours. These crystals are purified 
by recrystallization from alcohol and 
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lastly from petroleum ether. Pellotine 
is described as a tertiary base, expressed 
by the formula C,;H,,NO;. It crystal- 
lizes from alcohol in colorless plates, 
which melt at 110 to 111 degrees C., 
possessing a bitter taste, difficultly solu- 
ble in water and readily in alcohol, ether, 
acetone and chloroform. Pellotine con- 
tains two methoxy groups (OCH;), and 
one hydroxy group, the hydrogen of which 
can be replaced by methyl, benzoyl, etc., 
radicles. With acids, pellotine combines 
to form readily crystallizable salts Of 
these the hydrochloride can most readily 
be obtained in a pure form, and is, there- 
fore, best adapted to therapeutic experi- 
ments. It crystallizes in colorless prisms. 
which are readily scluble even in cold 
water. Alcohol dissolves only traces. 
From the dilute aqueous solution am- 
monia gradually precipitates the free 
base, whereas potassa and soda do not. 
As regards the therapeutic application, 
Professor Jolly of the Charité in Berlin, 
has made clinical experiments from 
which it appears that pellotine in doses 
of 0.04 gram does good service as a nar- 
cotic, and that it may take rank with 
morphine among medical resources. 
eee 


Leucocytes and Phagocytes. 


In addition to the red corpuscles of 
the blood we find in that fiuid very 
small colorless ones, called ‘‘ blood 
platelets..’ Of these we need take 
no further notice here; but, existing 
in the proportion of about two or three 
to every thousand red ones, we find the 
white corpuscles of the blood. These 
corpuscles are colorless, and stand out in 
contrast to their red neighbors, which 
are colored with a substance called hae- 
moglobin, whereof iron is a prominent 
constituent. But more important is to 
note that in its constitution each white 
corpuscle is a very different body from 
its red neighbor. It is really a micro- 
scopic mass of living protoplasm. It 
has a nucleus in its interior, and in every 
respect we may regard it as a living cell. 
Moreover, it behaves itself as an inde- 
pendent cell, just as the researches of 
early days informed us. Watched ona 
specially prepared microscope slide, we 
see the white corpuscle flow from one 
shape to another. In this respect it 
moves by alterations of its protoplasmic 
substance, just as does the animalcule we 
know as the amoeba, a denizen of stag- 
nant waters everywhere. This likeness 
of motion to that of the animalcule of 
the pool has procured for the changes of 
the white corpuscles the term ‘‘ amoe- 
boid ’’ movements. 

Wonderful as it is to think that our 
blood teems with myriads of these inde- 
perdent living blood cells, it is yet more 
extraordinary to find that they resemble 
the animalcule in another respect. The 
amoeba eats by engulfing its food parti- 
cles with its soft protoplasm body. In 
like manner will a white blood corpuscle 
feed itself. It will engulf and ingest 
solid particles which fall in its way, and 
will reject indigestible matters. That 
work which we see the white corpuscle 
doing on the microscopic slide it effects 
within the animal tissues. We know 
now, as Dr. Walker knew in 1846, that 
in virtue of its independent life it can 
push its way through the soft, delicate 
wails of capillary blood vessels and pass 
into the tissues. In place of regarding 
these locomotive powers as ways and 
works of unusual character. we now see 
that they form part and parcel of the 


mutes living mechanism. While it is 
the duty of the red corpuscles to carry 
the oxygen breathed into the blood to all 
parts of the body, and conversely to con- 
vey the waste carbonic acid gas to the 
lungs, there to be exhaled, the function 
of the white corpuscles is of far more 
complicated character. They perform a 
duty which not only lies very close to the 
maintenance of the organism at large in 
a natural sense, but which also bears an 
important relation to its preservation 
from agencies that perpetually threaten 
it with disease and death.—Harper’s 
Magazine. 
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Correspondence. 


The Pay of the Hospital Steward 
of the Army—tThe Bright Side. 


To the Editor: 

Sir: As a reader of your valu- 
able paper and a lover of fair play, I 
should like to ask space for a few words 
of comment on the question of more pay 
for the hospital stewards of the United 
States Army, which is being so persist- 
ently agitated, and which, it appears to 
me, is receiving more attention than it 
deserves from the leading pharmaceuti- 
cal journals throughout the country. 

The arguments put forward to sub- 
stantiate their claims are thoroughly one- 
sided, and, instead of giving the true 
status of affairs, seek to decsive those 
who proffer a sympathetic and helpful 
hand by whining statements of fancied 
impositions to which they are subjected, 
and to which they are never willing to 
attach their signature. 


THE BRIGHT SIDE OF THE HOSPITAL 
STEWARD’S LIFE. 


The quotations contained in July 25 
issue of your valuable paper are a fair 
sample of the slatements to which I refer, 
and principally upon those contained 
therein I base this criticism. The in- 
formant says: ‘‘ We are on duty actually 
24 hours; even during the night time I 
amon duty. At no time can I leave the 
post.’’ Every soldier in the army of the 
United States, be he general or private, 
is subject toa call to duty at all times; 
but that does not necessarily mean that 
he is engaged on actual duty, for he is 
not, It is a remarkable exception when 
the hospital steward loses a minute’s 
sleep, he is the last one of the corps that 
is called on in urgent cases requiring 
night watches, and seldom if ever neces- 
sary. 

The duties of a hospital steward are 
those of an “‘ orderly,” and he is in charge 
of the other members of the hospital 
corps, including acting hospital stewards, 
ward masters and nurses. When night 
duty is necessary it is performed by 
nurses, and in urgent cases by the acting 
hospital steward. It may be of interest 
to the general reader to learn that 
‘*post,’’ as referred to in the article re- 
ferred to, means ‘‘ garrison ’’—and a gar- 
rison sometimes covers miles of country 
—and while in the strict letter of regula- 
tions he should be in the garrison unless 
excused, he is permitted, like other en- 
listed men, to roam about at will. He is 
not required to answer roll call at ‘ re- 
veille,’’ ‘‘retreat’’ and ‘‘tattoo,’’ as 
are other enlisted men, but goes about 
pretty much as his desire dictates, and a 
‘‘pass,’’ which gives him as much as 48 
hours’ leave of absence, is never refused 
during good behavior. 
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SIX MONTHS’ LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


The writer of this criticism, while serv- 
ing as a hospital steward at a post in IIli- 
nois, received six months’ furlough on a 
simple request, and during the same en- 
listment received an additional month 
four times. These are privileges that not 
one in a hundred drug clerks in civil life 
could enjoy without being required to 
resign his position. At posts where there 
is an acting hospital steward the stew- 
ard’s duties simmer down to a mere 
formal routine of administrative work, 
and every post of over two companies is 
entitled to an acting steward, which it 
generally gets. Should the number of 
acting hospital stewards available for 
assignment to such places be insufficient, 
a candidate for that position selected 
from among eligible nurses is detailed to 
do that duty, and it is therefore practi- 
cally the same thing as having the assist- 
ance of the acting steward. 


A COMPARISON WITH OTHER NON-COM- 
MISSIONED OFFICERS. 


As to the comparison the writer makes 
between the duties of other non-commis- 
sioned officers of the post and those of the 
hospital steward, the duties of the former 
are assigned to them at retreat, begin at 
the firing of the morning gun, and con. 
sist in police work, guard duty, orderly 
work or special detail work, and continue 
throughout the day until they go on dress 
parade, and after retreat, following that 
ceremony, are dismissed for the day, be- 
ing fequired, however, to answer tattoo 
at 9 p.m, or such hour threabout as may 
be designated by the post commander. 
Contrary to the general opinion, the work 
is manual labor and not a matter of form. 
As to the duties of the hospital steward, 
he attends sick call, gives the doctor’s 
instructions as to patients to the ward 
master, who in turn instructs the nurses, 
and after an informal inspection by the 
surgeon all is over until next day, un- 
less there be some special case in hospital, 
and then the doctor visits at his leisure, 
but rarely requires or expects the stew- 
ard’s presence, though it is the duty of 
the latter to be present during such vis- 
its, so that the actual duty of the steward 
ceases for the day with the ceremony of 
inspection after sick call. 


PAY OF THE NON-COMMISSIONED OFFICERS. 


That other non-commissioned officers 
get more pay is absolutely false, and 
needs only reference to the army schedule 
of pay to be so demonstrated. The hos- 
pital steward is the best paid ‘‘ non- 
com.’’ in the army, and he has the easiest 
and best enlisted man’s position in it. 
The sergeant-major, who is the highest 
ranking non-commissioned officer, gets 
only $23 per month, while the hospital 
steward gets $45. 


THE PAY OF THE HOSPITAL STEWARD. 


The writer seeks to make the impres- 
sion that the amount above mentioned is 
the actual remuneration he receives 
from the Government for his services, 
and when this apparently dishonest mo- 
tive is explained to those whose duty it 
is to consider bills to increase the pay of 
the army, it invariably operates to the 
prejudice of the same, and warrants a 
veto, and the otherwise well directed 
efforts of societies who endeavor to ad- 
vance the interests of the hospital corps 
without acquainting themselves with the 
details of the organization, fall flat. The 
fact is that the hospital steward receives 
(as does every other enlisted soldier in 
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the army) his pay and all actual living 
expenses; he receives more, for he is per- 
mitted to marry, is furnished with a 
house or suitable quarters, bedding, fuel, 
light, every stitch of his clothing, medi- 
cal attendance for himself and family, 
etc. His board must be worth at least 
$30 per month, and his clothing allow- 
ance is amply sufficient to allow him to 
dress well and comfortable, and save a 
good margin of his allowance, which 
last, if not used, is paid in money upon 
the expiration of his service. His salary, 
based upon money and allowances, would 
net not a cent less than $125 per month, 
and if he has a longer service than five 
years it would be more That salary is 
exceedingly liberal for the qualifications 
demanded. 


QUALIFICATIONS REQUIRED. 


The applicant for the position of hos- 
pital steward must have been a nurse 
and an acting hospital steward, and he 
must pass an examination in arithmetic 
as far as proportion; he must know deci- 
mals and he must write a plain hand. 
Bookkeeping is not and never has been a 
pre-requisite. All the bookkeeping done 
at post hospitals is ‘‘form reports,’ 
which any intelligent boy of 15 years of 
age could make out after a few hours’ 
drill in the routine. Anatomy is not re- 
quired and has never been a subject of 
examination. The very simple questions 
that would be put to explain the peculiar 
application of a bandage might be asked, 
put that is the extent of the exami- 
nation. That your informant calls 
anatomy. He is evidently thinking of 
minor surgery, in which the scope of the 
Government requirements goes deep 
enough to include bandaging, cupping 
and the care and use of surgical instru- 
ments. ‘The hospital steward is not 
called upon to perform operations, and 
in emergency cases uses his judgment in 
caring for the patient until the doctor 
arrives. 

There is not the slightest similarity be- 
tween the duties of a resident physician 
and a hospital steward. The duties of 
the former need no introduction to your 
readers. The latter usually has no 
knowledge whatever of medicine or sur- 
gery, except what he has built up (gen- 
erally ona very superficial education in 
minor English branches) from a meager 
hospital training such as is afforded by 
army hospitals and self study from texts 
or quiz compends for the sole purpose of 
“passing ’’ the examination for the stew- 
ardship. And, without fear of contradic- 
tion, let me here state that any man of 
ordinary intelligence who will apply him- 
self for two months a couple of hours a 
day can pass the examination creditably. 


ARMY GROWLERS, 


Your informant seems to be suffering 
under the consciousness that he is an 
enlisted man. The fact is, he belongs to 
that class of enlisted men known as 
‘army growlers,’’ who are constantly 
spreading dissatisfaction among their 
fellows by parading their own imaginary 
misery, and the chances are that any- 
where but in the army he would not be 
tolerated, nor would his services receive 
greater pecuniary recognition than would 
be paid for the services of a ‘‘ Jack-of-all- 
trades,’’ of which every city has its share. 

The soldier is what he makes himself. 
Any man in the army who conducts him- 
self properly and exercises a becoming 
self-respect will have the respect of his 
superiors and be accorded every privilege 
a man can consistently expect where 





military discipline of necessity draws a 
line between men of different rank. The 
writer, now holding a prominent position 
that pays him a salary of $1,800 per year, 
was a soldier for eight years. During 
the first year of his military career he 
performed the various duties of an en- 
listed man. He served in Illinois and at 
the United States Marine Academy Hos- 
pital, West Point, New York, from 
which place he resigned in his second en- 
listment, under the provisions of the 
three years’ act, and settled down in 
civil life. He considers the hospital 
stewardship of the army a preferable 
position to a like civil position paying a 
salary of $1,500 a year. The hospital 
steward is not required to bea graduate 
in pharmacy, nor even a registered man; 
in fact, any knowledge of pharmacy or 
medicine is not a pre-requisite to the hos- 
pital corps from which candidates are 
selected. 

I should be glad to see the statements 
of some of the army stewards setting 
forth their true grievances published over 
their own signatures. Meantime permit 
me to place myself on record as saying 
that statements similar to those con- 
tained in the letters which you were per- 
witted to quote can be met and proven 
by army records to be without founda- 
tion in fact. May I ask that your corre- 
spondents be required to disclose their 
identity and make their allegations above 


board ? 
A. W. ELLINGTON, Ph G.., 
Late Hospital Corps, U.S. Army. 
New York Ciry, July 29. 
—_>_— 


Roentgen—His Rays. 


At the recent meeting of the Pennsyl- 
vania Pharmaceutical Association Dr. 
Wm. Harris of Hamburg submitted the 
following paper on ‘‘ X Rays,’’ which he 
termed a thesis. 

Nothing during the nineteenth century 
has so profoundly impressed scientific 
minds the world over as the recent dis- 
covery by Professor Roentgen of certain 
properties pertaining to the cathode end 
of the electrical spectrum, by which ob- 
jects may be seen or even photographed 
through heretofore supposed impervious 
media—a brick. for example. Indeed, 
certain things might be seen even through 
a man provided that the said man is a 
‘* brick,’’ or carries one in his hat, as he 
occasionally does during periods of great 
political excitement. 

X, in algebra, is an unknown quantity 
in every equation, and to find its value 
was one of the tronbles of our school-boy 
days. Now X rays puzzle us just as 
much. But if the problem should be 
transposed so as to read, ‘“‘ raise an X,”’ 
it would be much worse —indeed, to 
many of us, simply an impossibility on a 
gold basis, in the absence of friends 
charitably inclined, who had not loaned 
us an ‘‘X”’ previously. In adhering 
strictly to our subject, it is proper to say 
that the aforesaid Professor Roentgen is 
not acquainted with us; but he will 
learn sooner or later—perhaps later—that 
there are those who, if they succeed in 
passing this most rigid examination, will 
give hima ‘‘ Roland for his Oliver ’’—a 
flood of anode rays, which will be to his 
sneaking little cathode end of the elec- 
trical spectrum as the noon-day sun is to 
the pale and sickly moon in her last 
quarter on a cloudy night. A caveat 
having been filed in the Patent Office at 
Washington, D. C., defining the scope of 
our proposed scientific use of the anode 
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rays, we are in position to give them 
publicity, fully protected by a tariff of 
$50 paid, or promised to be paid, which 
amounts to the same thing to us, al- 
though perhaps not to the fellow at the 
other end of the bargain We propose to 
show by the anode rays not only such 
trifling things as the skeleton through 
human tissues, a bullet, a needle or any 
foreign body imbedded therein; not only 
the marks of disease, but even the very 
thought and purpose of the subject under 
examination. If, for example, a mur- 
derer, we will discern his purpose, con- 
vict, hang or electrocute him before he 
commits the crime intended, instead of 
after it has been done. How much bet- 
ter for the world at large, and especially 
for tbe designed victim, who could 
calmly view the last obsequies of his in- 
tended assa-sin, instead of being the 
chief although defunct object in the sad 
ceremonies. An anode ray, turned upon 
bank cashiers, would prevent much loss 
of capital in our country; but this part 
of the proposed invention cannot be 
patented in Canada, for revenue reasons 
only. 

The pharmacist having an anode kodak 
and a few crooked tubes would be able 
to decipher the so-called prescriptions 
written by a careless M.D., if any trace 
of thought or intelligence had been ex- 
ercised by the so-called writer at the 
time of the alleged writing. Said intel- 
ligence is, however, a very unknown sub- 
ject, involving at least three unknown 
quantities, X, Yand Z. A scared spider 
ora drunken fly dipped in ink and al- 
lowed to run over a prescription blauk 
leaves an exact reproduction of such a 
puzzle. The ‘‘1 knowed” rays is the 
only means of solving it; and if it should 
fail, then the recipe could be consigned 
to his Satanic Majesty, who, if he could 
not fill it, would at least properly file it, 
if his place of business is as hot as the 
preachers assert it to be. The coy and 
bashful maiden could have an anode ko- 
dak concealed in the parlor, take a snap 
shot at her supposed lover, and if the im- 
pression shows true love, accept him and 
live happily ever after; if not, then in 
about four minutes by her father’s watch 
—which is generally not far away—he 
will get the ‘‘ grand bounce,’’ and she 
will be spared the expense for a suit for 
divorce in less than a year at Chicago. 

From these few examples, it can readily 
be seen that the application of the anode 
ray is practically unlimited, and must be 
of inestimable advantage to the human 
race. But be it remembered, all these 
promised benefits depend solely upon my 
passing’ this examination. If I am 
‘* lunked,’’ then this wonderful ray will 
be forever extinguished. 

* Full many a gem of purest ray serene 
The dark unfathomed caves of ocean bear; 


Full many a flower is born to blush unseen ; 
And waste its fragrance on the desert air.” 


—Grays L. E. G. 


Should this thesis meet with the ap- 
proval of your learned and astute Com- 
mittee of Examination, please commend 
the writer to them as a ‘‘ Dandy Lyin’ 
Blossom.”’ 

——@——— 


Antispasmodic [lixture. 


I NEED ic.cics'c.dcveccaivenccsuawseceta 53 
Ean OREN T DOUG. 5:4:c:5:coic'sie ae on pis'eie eee ve 38s 
ENO aa a inrsk en cso ieee iewaadeeuesueve zj 
PE ORIN a oisss, oso cb dcnercesvesciveaae 38s 
Pe RR 65d teste endereneeneesdnonnaaes Ziss 
PID URS 66 eed aoe vitvic'eo SawSdee ooee eea's- Weis 3 viij 


Sig. 3 ij ter in die. 






































We shall be glad, in this department, to respond to calls for information bearing on 
pharmacy or any of its allied toptcs, and cordially invite our friends to make use o/ 


this column. 


When sending for the formula of any unusual compound, the query should be accom- 


panied with 
reputed effect. 
ages of the compound should also be sent. 


General Rules for Making Emulsions. 
—A. 8S. asks us to state a general rule for 
making emulsions of the fixed oils. 

Reference to the National Formulary, 
page 44 and following pages, will .assist 
our correspondent in formulating a rule 
of the kind asked for. The suspension of 
fixed oils in emulsion form is accom- 
plished best by means of acacia. The 
National Formulary says: ‘‘ When acacia 
is used as the emulsifying agent, it is im- 
portant that the oil, the acacia and the 
water shall primarily be in absolutely 
definite proportion to each other by 
weight. This proportion is 8 parts of oil, 
2 parts of acacia and 3 parts of water. 
The oil and acacia in fine powder are 
weighed into a mortar and well mixed 
by trituration; the water is then added in 
one portion, and the whole is triturated 
briskly until a thick creamy emulsion is 
produced, the sides of the mortar being 
carefully scraped, and the mixture again 
triturated so as to insure the complete 
emulsification of the oil.’’ 

The above mode of emulsifying fixed 
oils is known as the continental method 
from its general use on the continent of 
Europe. Another method in great favor 
with English pharmacists consists in 
making a mucilage of acacia and water 
and then adding the oil in small portions, 
stirring constantly until the whole of the 
oil is emulsified. 


Medical Advice.—A. S. is informed 
that it is not our custom to reply to ques- 
tions bearing upon the therapeutic effi 
cacy of remedies prescribed by a physi- 
cian, and his query should be addressed 
to a specialist in the disease to which it 
relates. 


Green Elder Oil and Ointment.—G. 
M. S. asks: 1, How to make green elder 
oil; 2, how long will it keep its strength 
if kept in casks or jars; 3, how long will 
it retain its properties if made into oint- 
ment; 4, could such ointment be put into 
small tin boxes without affecting its 
properties ? 

Oil of elder is made as follows: 

Peed CiGer MORVES. .....<...00sc0secesee 1 pound 

UD einesdx. cbakebbssiedennsenses 1 quart 

Boil until the leaves are crisp; press 
out and let settle. If properly stoppered 


and kept in a cool place this oil should 
keep indefinitely. 


Ointment of Elder Flowers is made by 
a different method, the following being 
the formula ordered by the London Phar. 
macopeeia: Elder flowers and lard, of 
each 1 pound; boil them together until 


information regarding the locality in which it is used, its uses, and 
When it can conveniently be done, a specimen of the labels used on pack- 


the flowers become crisp, then strain, 
with pressure, through alinen cloth. The 
same precautions must be observed as are 
necessary in the preparation of the oil. 

The elder flower ointment of the mar- 
ket has a different composition from the 
above, being advertised and sold as an 
emollient cream. The mode of preparing 
this is as follows: Take of lard (hard, 
white and sweet), 25 pounds; prepared 
mutton suet, 5 pounds; melt them ina 
well-tinned copper or earthen vessel; add 
of elder flower water 3 gallons; agitate 
briskly for about half an hour, and set it 
aside; the next day gently pour off the 
water, remelt the ointment and add of 
benzoic acid 5 drams, otto of rose 20 drops, 
oil of bergamot and oil of rosemary each 
1 dram; again agitate well; let it settle 
for ten minutes and then pour off the 
clear portion into pots for sale. This 
make a very agreeable and good keeping 
ointment. 


Sewing Machine Oil.—O. F. McC. asks 


what we can put up for a first-class sew- 


ing machine oil. 

The oil generally recommended for this 
purpose is sperm oil, but we think this 
oil can be replaced to advantage by the 
liquid petrolatum of the U. 8. Pharma- 
copeia. The white variety known under 
various copyright names answers best, ag 
it is more highly refined. The plain liquid 
petrolatum, when of a purity correspond- 
ing to the U. S. P. requirements, has, 
however, only a slight mineral blush, and 
will be found a satisfactory lubricant. 


Black Draught.—O. F. McC. — The 
term black draught has been in use 
among English speaking people so far 
back as our memory runs, and we do not 
think a ye would be issued on the 
name itself, though a new design or ar- 
rangement of the words in label form 
might be so protected. We do not know 
the composition of Thedford’s prepara- 
tion. The preparation commonly known 
as black draught consists of a solution of 
Epsom salts in compound infusion of 
senna, with aromatics. It forms a staple 
medicine on all the English merchant 
ships, and is prescribed for the treatment 
of every disease which the ship’s captain 
is unable to diagnose. 


Roach Exterminators.—W. J. Q. asks 
us to print a few desirable formulas for 
roach powders, cheap and effective, to be 

ut up in boxes under a fancy name, with 
is own address printed on the label. 

We give a few selections below, print- 
ing them in the order of their merit as re- 
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gards lowness of cost and effectiveness. 
We omit titles for the compounds, leav- 
ing this to the ingenuity of the seller: 


1.—Borax in fine powder............... 1 pound 
Alum in fine powder............... 12 ounces 
Insect powder (Dalmation) .. .... 6 ounces 

Parts. 

ee RONEN os 6:5 vac bss soa Sop aha koveca ne 2 
SU UMNE MR NNN, on oS ot can enhakeauecns’ 4 
Sep EML RBI K os csicn on wsienaesieccccaces 1 
SOM PHU ncaa ck von sysunees sakes 1 

Keep dry. 

BPO WRCTON DOWRR 6 oo5 ois conic cccsscccccscceoes 37 
MMS Oh once huswrcbchaks tcccmaseenant awn 9 
RLS Lue anel ys enolase” Cececuicun eccuen te 4 

ae | ee ee ee ee 2 
SMMMRMEMERYS Ge perch cous casi cacamakonebeenuwes t 
IME ee iene swicens stn cose heathens chacuaLes 1 

5.—Powdered RNWCUOA TOOL. ...25..066sdssessvee 5 
MEBCROE GUCKIFDUUS, . .....0....000ccces 000s l 

Mix well. 


Liquor Ammonii Anisatus..—-A. H.-- 
This preparation is official in the German 
Pharmacopceia under the title given. Its 
formula is: 


; Parts 
ROUNDED 655 icon et ng) Se ee 
CO RS eae ee eee ene S 24 
PARR MPMI 6 OE Socccc sae unsosaneeesebuey 5) 


Dissolve the oil of anise in the alcoho} 
and add the ammonia water. 





MOTH PAPER. 


SRO MON ES o5s. as eaeeue costae 1 02. 
IPMEME SC Chas oe ass doscb.. <iiceatuachunn 1 oz. 
| ETE COR ene C aN MCE i SEES” 2 ozs. 


Melt, immeree pieces of bibulous paper 
and dry these on plates. re 


II. 
SSEREMMMN INS ss Sins eco cawa escola 1 oz 
LR RNG SEER OS 1 oz. 
ce TS REISS SRE to make 1 pt. 


Saturate pieces of blotting paper, and 
apply, or use the liquid in the form of 
spray by means of an atomizer. 

FOR CHRONIC ECZEMA. 
Practitioner. 


eC 38s 
Hydrarg. ammoniat...................0000. Dj 
LO ECT SCRE URES ES Zss 
| EARS COS ele Rane SEER C 3 ss. 


Apply topically. 


TO GRADUALLY REMOVE CORNS. 
Acid salicylici....... 


BGK. WOMNRUIN TD « ... 6.5. ac ccscsescaccc ae x 
SUMMA hen cuceexbineaessesiscsasse sense el f3iv 


Paint on night and morning. 
FOR CHAPPED HANDS. 
Kansas City Medical Record. 


EMMI s sk 4 Roastn boon cu scbenueeekoaoorns 0| 75 
GE cia beeen obi ckoeesiinuns cooceseik ee 1] 5 
SRE Lt Rce acca chsh cwompechannawanna's 1/ 5 
A eae ener Cag 45| VU 


Apply once or twice a day. 
FOR ACID FERMENTATIVE DYSPEPSIA IN. 


CHILDREN, 
DR. J. MADISON TAYLOR. 
I MINNNOD S545 caus dpseeh sesebucts acess eeweew 3j 
Tr. gentian....... Sea Mesheennb ese OR eo eaCole 3j 
Aque cinnamomi, q. Ss. ad................. Ziv 
Teaspoonful as required. 
FOR PILES. 


DR. J. D. PETERS, Chicago Medical Times. 


Bismuthi subnit........2.....cs0cecee ey | 
SPP RNIN Sis éinvscssne seen seubeusasasen 3 iij 


FOR CHRONIC DIARRHEA AND DYSENTERY :.- 
Medical Record. 





CA TII oc so cence acekcnupexieses aware ar. j 
a eee. gr. 
eas ooseelll. RKIV 


M. Ft. pil. No. xii. 
One three times daily. 























AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECURD. 


owe 





— 





A 


d 


=f. DUSINESS “Fe 
aN ea 





a 


TAD z 
Poe 


SF 





Nadvertising Arad. Mow, when, and where to Advertise 


PRACTICAL HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS. 


CRITICISM AND CONSTRUCTION 


OF ADVERTISEMENTS. 


In Charge of Ulysses G. [anning. 


The department editor will be pleased to criticise any advertisements submitted and 


to suggest improvements. 
dially invited to avail themselves of this help. 


Questions answered and advice given. Our readers are cor- 


Electrotypes of any three of the cuts published in this series will be furnished for $1.00. 


Order by numbers. 





HARD TIMES 
ADVERTISING. 


ETURNS from advertising are light 
now. The enforced economy of the 
last two or three years has so tight- 

ened the purse strings that only abso- 
lute necessity or a particularly alluring 
advertisement will loosen them. But 
no one can afford to stop advertising. 
When business is. the sickest is when it 
needs medicine most. Advertising is a 
business alternative that requires time 
to do its work, and the worse the condi- 
tion of the patient the slower will be the 
results. 

When bnsiness is slack there is always 
a tendency to decrease advertising or to 
stop it altogether. Let your competi- 
tors do this, while you take advantage 
of the opportunity. There may be no 
very encouraging results just now, but 
when business concludes to resume you 
will find that you have forged ahead. 
Every business depression proves the 
making of some people, and it is sure to 
be those who, while their competitors 
lag, go ahead to possess the land that al- 
ways lies beyond the Jordan of depres- 
sion. 

It is wise to exercise the utmost care in 
your advertising, of course. Choose me- 
diums with caution and be vigilant in 
all your expenditures. Study how you 
may reach all the people at the least pos- 
sible expense, but keep on reaching 
them. 

Prices are effective in ads. these days. 
People are stretching their dollars. If 
you can help them stretch them don’t 
be backward about saying so, and give 
what prices you can in proof of the 
claim. 

Criticism and Comment. 


WELLSVILLE, O. 
Mr. Unysses G. MANNING, 
SouTH BEND, IND. 
DEAR Sir: I send you, under separate cover, 
copy of the Daily Union, containing our ad. 


The Union hasa daily circulation of 675 and 
our ad 13 changed twice a week. The city hasa 
population of 6,000, and this is the only paper. 
What do you think of this week’sad., and of the 
location, which is never changed? What do 
you think of the plan of having our name at- 
tached to the ads. of patent medicines as selling 
agents’ Do you think this is of much benefit ’ 


HAMILTON’S PHARMACY. 


If this daily has an actual circulation 
of 675 in a population of 6,000 it prob- 
ably reaches one-half the homes. The in- 
quirer uses a 3-inch single column space 
in a first-rate position next to reading 
on first page. 

This space should not cost him over 
$12 or $15 a year, and as he appears to 
be the only druggist who advertises, his 
investment ought to pay well. The ad. 
would be a little more prominent if a 
darker border were used. A light border 
is employed, and the large adjoining ads. 
rather overshadow it. The position 
could hardly be bettered, and all that is 
lacking in the way of prominence is a dis- 
tinctive border to definitely separate the 
ad. from its neighbors. I do not ap- 
prove of the ad. itself. It begins by 
mention of the Presidential candidates, 
refers to the financial question and ends 

vith a sentence on the rea] question—the 

advantage of trading at Hamilton’s Phar- 
macy. Advertisers resort to these de- 
vices thinking to catch additional read. 
ers by covering the business hook with a 
little literary bait. But it avails noth- 
ing. Itis perfectly patent to every one 
that there isan ad. before them. Those 
who have plenty of time may read it to 
see what application is made, but the 
majority cf readers will pass it by. A 
straightforward and strictly business 
talk will attract more readers and no 
space is wasted. There are plenty of 
reasons why a good store deserves trade; 
there are plenty of articles in every 
stock that people will buy if they are 
attractively told about. Your goods, ex- 
perience and methods afford topics for 
ads., and thereis no reason why you 
should not talk business from the first 
line. 

The inquiry as to the advertising value 
of having your address as agent at the 
bottom of a foreign advertiser’s ad. is 
hard to answer. On general principles 
the oftener your name appears in the pa- 
per the better. 1t keeps your business 
prominently before the public. In this 


matter, however, the character and value 
of the preparation advertised has some 
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bearing, and the purchase of a supply of 
the remedy may be required. If you 
have reason to believe that the prepara- 
tion is all right, and if the advertising in- 
volves no investment, take it. 

As this inquirer’s paper can hardly 
reach more than half the population I 
would advise him to use circulars to 
some extent in order to cover the entire 


field. 
*~ 
s * 


NEWMAN, GA. 
EDITOR BusINEss Hints DEPT. 

DEAR SiR: Please criticise and return the 
enclosed ads. Used in weekly paper. Popula- 
tion of city is 4,000. I write my own ads. 

Dr. P. R. HOLT. 

The two ads. submitted are practically 
the same. One ad. contains the follow- 
ing matter: ‘‘ Holt’s Little Liver Pills, 
25c.a box. Your money back if you want 
it.’’ In the other ad. the same sentences 
are repeated three times. 

These ads. are all right as far as they 








go. They say what is to be said and 
OOOO OOOO C000 OS OOOO OOES C008 





The Children’s Friend— 


That's what our soda fountain 


is, and the children cultivate 
it more and more every day. 
Our Phosphates are pure and 
are a tonic to the blood and 


sinew of the little ones. 
No. 11. 
00000000000 800000080888C8 





quit. It would hardly do to rely on an 
ad. of this kind to create a demand for 
the pills, but it will help. An occasional 
short, crisp ad. that focuses attention dn 
some merit of your preparation or pecul- 
iar feature of its selling is always advis- 
able, but there must also be the other 
sort—ads. that go into details, that de- 
scribe symptoms, that give complete in- 
formation as to the remedy and the dis- 
eases it is to cure. 

In pushing a first-class liver pill there 
should be a chance for about 50 good ads. 
No single one of them would do all the 
work, but each separate ad. would be a 
rung in the ladder of publicity. Where 
‘*money back’? is made a feature it 
should go into every ad. 

e's 
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 
AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL 
RECORD, NEW YORK. 

GENTLEMEN: I take pleasure in sending you 
a copy of my ‘‘ad.,” just finished, of which I 
haye had 10,000 printed. Should you feel dis- 











expressed in your valuable journal. 

F. A. KATTMANN. 
® Mr. Kattman’s production is a 36-page 
booklet of handy pocket size. It con- 
tains a fund of information on various 
subjects, interspersed with little talks on 
the important features of his business, 
and the advertising of his special prep- 
arations. It also contains a calendar, a 
list of Brooklyn physicians and some 
blank pages for memoranda 

Mr. Kattmann has endeavored to get 
out a book that would be kept. The ex- 
pense must have been considerable, and 
no one can say just what the results will 
be. This advertiser will know one of 
these days. Unless he is able to see some 
direct results shortly he should not re- 

eat the experiment, for there are some 
inds of adverstising that can be done 
that will pay. I don’t know what other 














Puck once said: 


“If young men will not 
see a soda fountain sign, 
they should be forced to.” 
Our sign at the door is 
a big one. If you want 
to catch him, guide your 
young man along our 
block. He can’t get past! 


COC COSCES COCO COCS COO8CCO 
No. 12. 








advertising Mr. Kattmann is doing, but 
among druggists in general too much re- 
liance is placed on an_ occasional 
‘splurge’ in advertising. If they put 
out something of this kind, that ends it 
for six months or a year. They have 
spent $10, $20 or $30, feel that they have 
done the heroic thing, and are glad that 
they have the matter off their hands. 
You can’t do effective advertising that 
way. The public’s memory is too short. 
If you have $60 to spend for advertising 
during the year, spend $5 a month rather 
than $30 every six months. 

Mr. Kattmann’s book is very well 
gotten up. He is evidently a student of 
advertising, and has been aided by the 
advertising journals and by this depart- 
ment. If the book is carefully distrib- 
uted it ought to pay. But I believe to 
get the best results from it a sufficient 
edition should be gotten out to cover the 
territory three or four times at intervals 
of not over amonth. This may look to 
some like a waste of ammunition, but I 
know from practical experience that it is 
not. 


eee 


F. M. says that he has a large lot of 
sample hair brushes, most of them 
slightly damaged, and asks how he shall 
advertise them. I should judge thata 
plain statement of the facts in the case 
through the columns of the local paper 
or in a thoroughly distributed circular 
would do the business. 

No sale of hair brushes is going to 
bring a rush for the goods. People will 
not buy them unless they need them, and 
only a portion of those who need them 
are going to buy. Ina case of this kind 
the ad. will be the most effective that 
tells the plain truth. If you feel that 
you have struck a bargain on the goods 
it is an easy matter to tell the public 
about it. Tell who made the brushes, of 
whom you bought them, what the regu- 
lar price is, and what you offer them 
for. You may ask ‘‘ What does the public 
care about who made the brushes?’’ I 
don’t know as it does care, but I do know 
that all these petty details make the ad. 
more convincing. Description is always 
a strong element in advertising. 

You might say ‘‘ A first-class solid back 
hair brush for 45 cents, easily worth 75 
cents,’ and sell some ; but you will sell 
more if you say something of this kind ; 
‘‘A genuine solid back Japanese hair 
brush. Just the right size, rightly made. 
Fourteen rows of finest bristle in a beau- 
tifully polished olive wood back. A 
brush that will be just as durable as it is 
handsome-—the Japs take time to be thor- 
ough in their work. Our price 45 cents 
—would be a bargain at 75 cents.”’ 

In the case of these damaged brushes 
the story should tell itself. Lay stress 
on the saving afforded. ‘‘ All the dam- 
age is in appearance, a slight scratch or 
bruise that might perhaps justify a com- 
plaint if a customer were charged full 
price, etc.”’ 


_ 
<< 


The Simulation of Death by 
Indian Fakirs. 


An interesting account of the subject 
was recently given by Dr. Kuhn to the 
Antropological Society of Munich and 
reported in the Journal de Medicine de 
Paris. Dr. Kuhn, says the writer, has 
had occasion to observe two cases, the 
genuineness of which he had no reason to 
doubt. One of the fakirs in question had 
been interred for six weeks and the other 
for 10 days. The fakirs, who are hys- 
terical to the highest degree, possess the 
faculty of producing artificially a con- 
dition identical with cataleptic ecstasy. 
They use all possible means such as mor- 
tification of the body by a special diet, 
the internal employment of different 
plants known only to themselves, and 
the adoption of a peculiar posture of the 
body for many hours, etc. When they 
have practiced this for a sufficient length 
of time, they assume one of the postures 
prescribed by the sacred books of the 
Indians and falling to a hypnotic condi- 
tion induced by looking fixedly at the 
end of their nose. Hasheesh is still made 
use of by them to diminish the respira- 
tory force, for this hypnotic, when asso- 
ciated with other plants and employed in 
a peculiar manner, makes up for the loss 
of air and nourishment. 

The fakirs have hallucinations when 
hypnosis begins; they hear certain 
sounds, they see angels, and their faces 
express a feeling of happiness. But lit- 
tle by little, consciousness disappears 
and the body acquires a peculiar rigid- 
ity. This is evidently, says the writer, 
a matter of self hypnotism in hysterical 





ee stem 
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posed, I would like to have your opinion of it 


persons who are sufficiently predisposed 
toit. This lethargy is looked upon by 
the people as death, and when the sub- 
jects are aroused it is God who has 
brought them to life. 

In Greek or Roman literature, says 
the writer, we may find accounts of 
persons who have died and returned 
again to earth. There is nothing aston- 
ishing in these facts, for Bouchut, in his 
treatise on the signs which enable us to 
recognize real death, reported the case of 
a woman who had been disinterred in 
order that a friend might look at her 
again. She was found to be alive, and 
she lived for many years afterward. 
Also in the Department of the North 
there was a case reported of a girl who 
had remained in a lethargic condition for 
several years. She had fallen into this 
condition on hearing that she was to be 
arrested for having committed a crime. 

ee aa 


Origin of the Cocktail. 


The most remarkable explanation of 
the origin of tbe word ‘cocktail.”’ 
according to the New York Press, 








A BUSY DAY. 


This picture illustrates the crowd 
around our soda fountain on a 
busy day, andali the days are busy 
days now. Keeps three clerks 
‘‘on the jump ” most all the time, 
Come at five o’clock and be cured 
—of your thirst. 


J. H. Sperry. 
No. 13. 








comes from an ancient print. The 
old doctors had a practice of treat- 
ing ‘certain diseases of the throat with 
a pleasant liquor, applied with the 
tip end of a long feather plucked from a 
cock’s tail. They finally began to use 
this preparation as a gargle, and the 
name cocktail clung to it. The gargle 
gave way to an appetizer, and the appe- 
tizer toa mixture of bitters, vermouth 
and _— that is still in occasional de- 
mand. 





oo 2 
A New Candle. 


A French chemist makes a new kind 
of candle by dissolving 5 parts of color- 
less gelatin in 20 parts of water, adding 
25 parts of glycerin and heating untila 
perfectly clear solution has been formed. 
To this is added two parts of tannin dis- 
solved by heating in 10 parts of glycerin. 
A turbidity is produced which should 
vanish on further boiling. The boiling 
is continued until the water has been 
driven off. The mass is then cast into 
ordinary glass candle molds. The can- 
dles obtained in this way are as clear as 
water and burn quietly, and without 
spreading any odor. 
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News of the Fortnight. 
Death of President Coffee. 


The startling tragedy of the death of 
I. N. Coffey, president of the Illinois 
Board of Pharmacy, has aroused the 
sympathy of the entire drug trade of the 
United States. Pharmacy is a peaceful 
calling and pharmacists men of peace, 
and so sad a tragedy as we print else- 
where on this page has never before been 
recorded in the annals of pharmacy. 


The Montreal Meeting. 


Despite the cry of business depression, 
the attendance at the Montreal meeting 
of the American Pharmaceutical Associ- 
ation promises to be large and enthusi- 
astic. A party some 50 in number goes 
up from New York City and vicinity 
along. This party includes Messrs. Sea- 
bury, Alpers, Main, Holzbauer, Busby, 
Gregorious, Ray, Sperry, Hartnett, Aber- 
nethy, Staebler, Staehle, Bartley, Cook 
and others, and will leave on the Mon- 
treal special of the New York Central 
and Adirondacks roads, Tuesday morn- 
ing, arriving in Montreal the same night. 
Persons desirous of joining the party can 
do so on Tuesday morning at the Central 
Station, at Forty-second street. 


The N. W. D. A. Meeting. 


We present elsewhere (p. 80) the pro- 
gramme for the Philadelphia meeting of 
the National Wholesale Druggists’ Asso- 
ciation, which gives assurance that those 
attending will enjoy the meeting. 


A Private Research Laboratory. 


Dr. F. B. Power was the guest of honor 
at adinner given by that prince of din- 
ner givers, Henry S. Wellcome, in Lon- 
don, recently. A brilliant company was 
assembled (p. 80) to do honor to the oc- 
casion as marking the institution of a 
private research laboratory under the 
direction of Dr. Power. 

Association Meetings. 


We present reports of the meetings of 
the Illinois Asgociation (p. 81), the North 
Carolina Association (p. 82) and the 
Virginia Association (p. 83), which show 
that interest in association matters has 
not succumbed under the excitement of 
political campaigns and the depression of 
a Presidential year. 


President of the Illinois State 
Board Killed. 


Catro, ILL., July 27.—On his way to 
the railroad station at midnight last 
night, I. N. Coffee, president of the 
State Board of Pharmacy, was killed by 
Dr. Crabtree, a well-known druggist. 
Crabtree stabbed Coffee twice. 

At the inquest held on the following 
day the jury returned a verdict of un- 
justifiable homicide and Crabtree will 
be held in the county jail without bond 
until the next term of the Circuit Court 
unless he asks for a writ of habeas cor- 
pus, which he is not likely to do. 


STATE BOARD MEETING POSTPONED. 


The annual meeting of the State Board 
of Pharmacy, which was to have been 
held at Springfield, July 27, has been post- 
poned until August 15 on account of the 
killing of Dr. I. N. Coffee. The Gov- 
ernor will appoint a president to fill the 
vacancy. Three names will be selected 
by the State Pharmaceutical Association 
at the meeting in Springfield, July 28. 





ISAAC N, COFFEE, 


President of the Illinois Board of Pharmacy. 


Mr. Coffee was president of the Board, 
and his five-year term of office would 
have expired December 30, 1896. He was 
born at Blandville, Ky., 1852. He grad- 
uated from the Transylvania University, 
Ky., 1871. 

After serving an apprenticeship in a 
drug store he took a two-year course 
in the Philadelphia College of Phar- 
macy, from which he graduated in 
1874. He then engaged in the drug busi- 
ness in Paducah, Ky. In the year 1883 
he engaged in the drug business in Cairo 


and continued until the day of his tragic 
death. 

Mr. Coffee was nearly everybody’s 
friend, genial, handsome and a perfect 
typeof physical manhood. He was buried 
at Blandville, Ky., July 28; the funeral 
was attended by members of the I. O. 
O. F. and K. P. lodges and the remaining 
members of the Board of Pharmacy. He 
leaves a widow and three small children 
to mourn his loss, besides father, mother, 
brothers and sisters, and a large circle of 
friends. 

The following resolutions, passed by 
the Illinois Pharmaceutical Association 
and by the Illinois Board of Pharmacy 
evidence the high esteem in which Mr. 
Coffee was held by his colleagues. 


RESOLUTIONS OF THE ILLINOIS PHARMA- 


CEUTICAL ASSOCIATION, 


WHEREAS, Mr. I. N. Coffee, a valued and es- 
teemed member of this association and presi- 
dent of the State Board of Pharmacy, has been 
brought to an untimely and violent death while 
= in the prime of life and the vigor of man- 

ood, and ; 

WHEREAS, By his death this association has 
lost a valued and esteemed member, and the 
cause of Pharmaceutical Education a stanch 
and zealous advocate, therefore be it 

Resolved, That while we deeply deplore his 
loss, and regret the circumstances surrounding 
his tragic death, we will ever remember his 
good deeds. 

Resolved, That we tender to his bereaved 
widow and children our heartfelt sympathy 
and condolence, and commend them to the lov- 
ing care of Him who can alone afford that 
consolation and peace of mind which the world 
can neither me nor take away, and further 

Resolved, That a page of the records of this 
association be inscribed to his memory, and'‘a 
copy of these resolutions forwarded to the 
family of our departed friend. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE ILLINOIS BOARD 

OF PHARMACY. 

WBEREAS, Our beloved friend, Mr. I. N. 
Coffee, president of the State Board of Phar- 
macy of Illinois, has been brought to an un- 
timely and horrible death while vet in the 
prime of life and in the vigor of manhood; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, By the State Board of Pharmacy, 
Illinois, in special session Tuesday, July 238, 
1896, that the sympathy and condolence of the 
members of the board and its secretary are 
tendered to the widow and the fatherless 
children of the late Mr. Coffee, and to his aged 
parents, and his brothers and sisters in their 
sad bereavement. 

Resolved, That in the death of Mr. Coffee the 
board has lost a valuable member and friend, 
the profession a stanch and ready supporter, 
and the public a zealous advocate for the cause 
of humanity. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be 
engrossed and sent to the widow of the de- 
ceased. 

Resolved, That the members of the board at- 
tend the funeral in a body at Cairo, July 29, 1896, 
9 o’clock a.m. 


SUCCESSOR TO DR. COFFEE NAMED, 


We learn later that Governor Altgeld 
has appointed William P. Boyd of Arcola 
a mewber of the State Board of Phar- 
macy, vice Dr. I. N. Coffee, deceased. 
The term for which Dr. Boyd is ap- 
pointed will expire in December. 

. ee — the new president of the 
State Board of Pharmacy, is a pharma- 
cist of many years’ standing and an old 
and well-known business man of Arcola. 
Mr. Boyd is well known throughout the 
State by the druggists, having been an 
active and hard working member of the 
Board from 1887 to 1892. He was first 
appointed by Governor Oglesby, and had 
much to do with the perfecting of the 
system of examination which was later 
adopted by the Board. 


aa 
Flim-Flam in New Jersey. 


Alfred Pearson, the druggist at Vine- 
land, N. J., encountered a number of flim- 
flam people on July 28, and it was only 
by his nerve that he succeeded in getting 
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qack what they robbed him of. During 
the morning two fashionably dressed 
strangers entered the drug store, and 
while one engaged the proprietor in con- 
versation the other flim-flammed him out 
of $5. One of the strangers bought two 
cigars and handed Pearson a $10 bill. At 
the same time his companion commenced 
to talk about the ball game at Millville 
on the previous day. Pearson, being a 
lover of the game, joined in the talk 
while making change. When the mer- 
chant laid out the change on the counter 
the man who bought the cigars said, 
““What did I give you—a ‘tenner’? I 
thought it was a one. Here, I don’t want 
all this change; give mea ‘fiver’ for 
part of this,” at the same time adding 10 
cents to fill out the $10. 

When Pearson had taken another $5 
bill and put it on the counter with the 
others, the stranger passed his hands over 
the counter two or three times, picked 
up his $10 bill along with the $5 of the 
merchant’s money, and handing him the 
remaining $10 in change, remarked, 
“‘ Never mind; give me my bill and I will 
pay you for the cigars in change.”’ After 
the strangers walked out it did not take 
Pearson long to discover that he had 
been hoodwinked out of $5, and his blood 
began to boil. Seizing a revolver, he ran 
into the street, jumped into a ’bus and 
ordered the driver to the railroad sta- 
tion, where he soon espied the men wait- 
ing for a train. Jumping from the ’bus, 
the angry druggist in loud tones de- 
manded his money. The strangers im- 
mediately gave up the cash and attempted 
to treat the affair as a joke. 





Programme for the N. W. D. A. 
Meeting. 


Chairman McIlvaine of the Entertain- 
ment Committee announces the following 
programme for the coming meeting of 
the N. W. D. A. at Philadelphia, Oc- 
tober 5to9. Each day’s proceedings are 
as follows: 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 5. 


Evening—First meeting 8 p.m. Smoker at 
9.30 p.m. 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 6. 


Morning—Second meeting. 
Afternoon—Third meeting. ; 
Evening—Reception, Academy of Fine Arts. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7. 


Morning—Fourth meeting. 
Afternoon— Fifth meeting. - 
Evening—Entertainment for ladies, hotel par- 
lor. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8. 


Morning—Sixth meeting. — 
Afternoon—Seventh meeting. 
Evening—Banquet. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 9. 


Excursion to Atlantic City. 

During the afternoons of Tuesday, Wednes- 
day and Thursday ladies will be driven through 
the park and to the Country Club. ; 

The committee has not finally determined 
whether Wednesday evening’s entertainment 
shall be in the form of a theater party or a 
musicale at the hotel The sub-committees 
thus far are as follows : 70»: 

Executive Committee, .. W. D. A. Enter- 
tainment—C. G. Stone, Frank H. Rosengarten, 
Frederick B. Perry, Anthony M. Hance, Henry 
B. Gilpin, Henry C. McIlvaine, chairman. The 
following were added: Edward H. Hance, 
Mahlon N. Kline, Charles E. Hires, Joseph H. 
Schenck, M.D., Edward T. Dobbins, Horace M. 
Sharp. 

. Finance Committee—Edward H. Hance, Hor- 
ace M. Sharp. rw’! B. Rosengarten, Richard 
V. Mattison, M.D., Thomas B. Kerlin. 

Auditing Committee—Alexander H. Jones, 
William Gulager, Henry N. Rittenhouse. 

Chairman of sub-committees, with power to 
add as many committeemen as desired. 

Place of Meeting—Frederick B. Perry. 


yo Entertainment—Joseph H. Schenck, 


Toasts and Speakers—Mahlon N. Kline. 
Excursion to Atlantic City—Charles E. Hires. 
ae ae M. Hance. 
Banquet—Henry C. McIlvaine. : 
Reception at Academy—Edward T. Dobbins. 
Ladies, Drives, Etc.—Frank H. Rosengarten. 





Dr. Frederick B. Power. 


Dr. Frederick B. Power, late of the 
Garfield laboratories of Fritzsche Bros. 
(Schimmel & Co.), Garfield, N. J., has 
received the appointment of director of 
the newly established research laboratory 
of Burroughs, Wellcome & Co., at Snow 
Hill, London, and has taken up his resi- 
dence in England. In honor of Dr. 
Power, and to celebrate the occasion, a 
dinner was given by Mr. Wellcome re 
cently which was attended by many well- 
known gentlemen representing chemistry 
and pharmacy and allied sciences. Henry 
S. Wellcome presided and was assisted 
by his managers, R. Clay Sudlow and 
Albert Searle, F.C.S. Dr. Power sat at 
the right of the host, and Fletcher Moul- 
ton, Q.C.,F.R.S., on the left. The fol- 
lowing were also present : 

B. F. Stevens, American Government De- 


spatch Agent; Sydney Ringer. M.D., F.R.S., 
etc. ; A. Chune Fletcher, M.R.C.S.; Prof. Alex. 





DR. FREDERICK B, POWER. 


Kerr, M.A., Madison University, U.S.A. ; Prof. 
D. E. Hughes, F.R.S.; William Murrell, M.D. ; 
Prof. Isaac S. Scarf, F.LC., F.C.8S., City of 
London College ; A. Gordon Salamon, A.R.S.M., 
F.1LC.; R. L. Jenks, A.C.G.L, F.C.S., Chief As- 
sistant Chemist Imperial Institute; David 
Howard, F.L.S., F.C.S.; R. Newton Crane; 
Prof. R. Meldola, F.R.S.; Dr. B. H. Paul, F.C.S., 
editor of the Pharmaceutical Journal ; Prof. P. 
Carmody, F.LC., of Trinidad; D. K. Petersen of 
Cape Town, 8.A.; T. J. Bokenham, M.R.C.S. ; 
Thomas Whiffen; John Moss, F.I.C. ; Charles 
Umney, F.1.C.; J. Collett Smith ; William Mar- 
tindale, F.C.S.; J. F. Cantwell, publisher The 
British and Colonial Druggist ; T. W. Davies; 
H. A. D. Jowett, D.Sc.; A. A. Tindall; A. C. 
Wootton; Horace Townsend, London corre- 
spondent New York Herald ; Edward Linstead ; 
S. A. G. Ramsay, editor The London American : 
Peter MacEwan, F.C.S., The Chemist and 
Druggist ; W. Lloyd Williams, F.I.C.; A. W. 
Gerrard, F.C.S.; H. Helbing, F.C.S.; J. E. 
Coudrey of Adelaide. 

The toasts given were: 

‘““ The Queen,”’ by Professor Kerr. _ 

“The President of the United States,” by 
Charles Umney. 

“Dr. Power,” by Mr. Wellcome. 

“Science Universal,” by Fletcher Moulton; 
response by Professor Hughes. 

“Medical Science,” by Newton Crane; re- 
sponse by Dr. Sydney Ringer. 

** Chemical Industry,” by Professor Carmody ; 
response by David Howard. 


** The Press,” hf Professor Meldola ; response 
by Dr. B. H. Paul. 

“Mr. Wellcome,” by Gordon Salamon. 

The English pharmacuetical journals 
devote considerable space to reports of 
the dinner, and from them are extracted 
the following account of the speeches : 


DR. POWER’S INSTRUCTORS, 


In proposing the toast of the evening 
Mr. Wellcome said that Dr. Power, whom 
they had the pleasure of welcoming that 
night, had been a close personal friend of 
his since his boyhood, and they were 
class mates together at the Philadelphia 
College. At the same time he felt that 
while they were class mates Dr. Power 
was his teacher. Dr. Power developed at 
a very early age that peculiar genius 
which had so influenced his work through 
life. so that while he was a student at 
college, he was yet a teacher of his fel- 
lows. And they were all impressed with 
his brilliancy of work and modesty of 
manner. He carried off the laurels at 
that institution, taking the highest prize 
for his chemical work, and, young as he 
was at that time, he was the chief of 
Professor Parrish’s laboratory, and un- 
der the guidance of that distinguished 
man, as well as under those other great 
teachers whom they were privileged to 
have as instructors—Professors Bridges, 
Procter and Maisch—all of whom had 
since passed away—he showed his first 
marked inclination for research. Mr. 
Wellcome then traced the career of Dr. 
Power and said that on one occasion 
when visiting him Professor Flickiger 
had said thatif he had ever knownagenius 
in research work that man was Dr. Power. 
The conscientiousness, thoroughness and 
accuracy of his work and his fertility of 
mind had undoubtedly impressed his 
former teacher. Dr. Power’s research 
work was known to most of them. It 
had been characterized from first to last 
by thoroughness and accuracy. Whena 
subject had been taken up by Dr. Power, 
even if it had apparently been exhaust- 
ed by others, he found something more, 
but no one who had ever followed Dr. 
Power in his researches had succeeded in 
finding that he had missed anything. He 
(Mr. Wellcome) had long been engaged 
in important researches, but he found 
many difficulties in connection with car- 
rying out investigations in connection 
with his works, and, though research at 
the works was important and would al- 
ways be continued, he resolved on estab- 
lishing special chemical research labora- 
tories, and he had succeeded in inducing 
Dr. Power to take the directorship and 
control of that department, which was 
quite separate and distinct from all their 
business departments. Dr. Power would 
be supported by a staff of able research 
chemists, and he knew that the work 
done would be most thorough and ex- 
haustive. 


SPECIALISM IN SCIENCE. 


Fletcher Moulton created great merri- 
ment by his assertion that, notwithstand- 
ing the brotherhood of science, every sci- 
entific man had the most profound pity 
for every other working in a different 
branch of science He, himself, had an 
intimate friend at Cambridge, a coleop- 
terist. He was with him at about 2 
o’clock one morning and watched him as 
with loving hands he pinned a tropical 
beetle (caught in Kent) to a cork. 
‘Come to think of it, Moulton.’’ he re- 
marked, as he finished his work, “ after 
beetles all else is trifling.’”” In coupling 
the toast with the name of Professor 
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Hughes, the inventor of the writing tel- 
egraph, Mr. Moulton said he had never 
known any invention so fastidiously 
disdainful of anything short of abso- 
lute perfection as this one. Mr. Hughes, 
in replying, mentioned that, though he 
had only patented his invention in this 
country, he had been paid for it by every 
foreign government which had adopted 
it. Dr. Sydney Ringer, in replying for 
‘* Medical Science,’’ complimented phar- 
macists on their work in preparing medi- 
cines scientifically and expressed his opin- 
ion that Mr. Wellcome’s new research 
laboratory would be of great service. 
But, he added, he must appeal to such 
houses to have mercy on the medical 
profession. For his own part, at any 
rate, he was getting an old man, and 
could not keep pace with the inventions 
which were brought forward. David 
Howard, in the course of a brisk speech, 
replying to the toast of ‘‘ Chemical In- 
dustry,’’ said that the one thing needed 
by the manufacturer was research. They 
had the text books, certainly; but the 
manufacturer who did not know more 
than the text books could tell him was 
already done for. Mr. Howard men- 
tioned that he had himself made quinine 
for 45 years ; he began to make it when 
he was 12 years of age. His father and 
his grandfather had carried on the man- 
ufacture of chemicals before him, and 
even then the firm was only an offshoot 
of the much older business of Allen & 
Hanbury’s. 

The speeches were exceptionally clever 
and witty, and the references to Dr. 
Power testified to his modesty as a man 
and his industry as a chemist. Much, 
too, was said of the host which must 
have been gratifying to him, and the 
pharmaceutical and chemical speakers 
especially were unanimous in the opinion 
that his last stroke of enterprise is a gift 
to his craft. 





of 
Albany Druggists at Play. 


ALBANY, August 6.—The pharmacists 
of Albany had their first annual outing 
at Reind’s Point Hotel, Kinderhook Lake, 
July 30, and the affair was successful 
beyond all expectations of its promotors. 
The affair was under the management of 
the following officers: President, Edward 
Loeb; secretary, Charles H. Reese; 
treasurer, William L. Palmatier; com- 
mittee on sports, E. C. Hutman. J. S, 
Millerick, F. T. Abblin; committee on 
refreshments, Fred U. Schaefer. 

The pharmacists and physicians present 
were: F. H. Bradley. C. M. Seger, J. 
Fred Hogan, Frank Havens, William 
Seneca, S. Smith, J. A. Palmatier, Jas. 
Huested. Alfred B. Huested, Hugh 
Kelly, William L. Palmatier, Edward 
Loeb, James Beal, Charles Turner, Otto 
Scholtz, Jr., Dr. Jesse Mann, Edwin C. 
Hutman, Charles Reede, Frank Richard- 
son, J. B. Hawirth, Edwin O. Hunting, 
Dr. A. H. Bayard, W. H. Bush, A. Fred- 
erick, Edward Miller, H. Grundhoffer, 
O. Smith, Mr. Mulven, W. Krebs, U. 
Ranyer, Thomas Walsh, Thomas Moore- 
head, Dr Thomas Ryan, Dr Miller, 
Lieut. Wansboro, Dr. Trevall, Dr. Mc- 
Cormick, Charles Walker, J. Heller. 

The most interesting part of the day’s 
outing was the programme of sports, 
which aftorded much amusement. The 
winners and the prizes awarded were as 
follows: 


Hundred-yard dash for pharmacists, Fred 
Hogan won prize, one dozen Winslow’s soothing 
syrup; Alfred Huested, second prize, Wood’s 
headache cure. 





Three-hundred yard dash for bicycles, Alfred 
Huested won, prize, one dozen castoria ; James 
Huested, second, prize, sweater. 

Throwing hammer, John S. Millerick won, 
prize, Wood’s rheumatism cure; J. D. Parmatier 
second, prize, box chewing gum. 

Putting shot, J.S. Millerick won, prize, one 
quart castor oil. 

High jump, J. S. Millerick won, prize, one 
dozen nursing botties. 

Broad jump. J. F. Hogan won, prize, dose of 
physic ; J.S. Millerick second, prize, one dozen 
Turner’s corn cure. 

Hop, step and jump, J. S. Millerick won, prize, 
five ounces quinine; J. F. Hogan second, prize, 
Smith stomach bitters. 

Boat race, A. Fredericks and H. Grundhoffer 
won, prize, one dozen Otto’s cough cure; F. 
Richardson and C. H. Reese second, prize, one- 
half pound bromo seltzer. 

One hundred-yard dash for physicians, J. S. 
Miller won; Dr. McCormick second. «{ 

The climax of the fun was reached in 
the ball game in the afternoon between 
the doctors and the druggists. The 
features of the game were the battery 
work of Ryan and Scholtz, the heavy 
batting of Thomas Walsh, of old-time 
root beer fame, the home run hit of J. 
Huested, and the coaching of J. F. 
Hogan. The game was won by the doc- 
tors, but no one had sufficient patience 
to keep the score. 

Another contest not down on the pro- 
gramme was for the biggest fish liar, and 
the prize, one dozen bottles of condensed 
milk, was awarded to C. H. Reese. 

A meeting was held Wednesday, Au- 
gust 5, at Alumni Hall, at which a per- 
manent organization was formed. 


a 
Illinois Pharmaceutical 
Association. 


Seventeenth Annual Meeting. 


The seventeenth annual meeting of the 
Illinois Pharmaceutical Association was 
held at Springfield, July 28 and 29, 1896. 
Notwithstanding the intensely warm 
weather, the meeting was as well attended 
as the average; the register showed about 
100 in attendance. Owing to the sudden 
death of I. N. Coffee of Cairo, president 
of the State Board of Pharmacy, the board 
postponed their meeting, which was to be 
held in conjunction with that of the State 
association. 


WELCOME BY THE MAYOR, 


The first session was called to order by 
President G. H. Sohrbeck at 10 a.m., 
Tuesday, July 28. Hon. M. W. Wood- 
raft, Mayor of the city of Springfield, 
was introduced, and cordially tendered 
the delegates a welcome to Springfield, 
and hoped their deliberations would be 
beneficial, their stay in Springfield most 
pleasant, and concluded by giving them 
the freedom of the city and the president 
the official keys to Springfield. The 
Mayor’s short but happy effort was re- 
ceived with applause from the delegates. 

Vice-President Thomas Knoebel of East 
St. Louis made the response to the ad- 
dress of welcome in a neat and interest- 
ing 20 minutes’ talk. 


PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS. 


Vice-President Knoebel took the chair, 
while President Sohrbeck read his annual 
address. This address showed careful 
preparation, and contained several worthy 
recommendations. Among them were the 
following: 


That the association aes a committee 
of five, to consist of members from different 
sections of the State, whose duty it shall be to 
try to secure new members. | 

hat the association appoint a committee of 
five, to be known as the Advisory Buvard on 
Pharmaceutical Education, to confer with the 
president of the State University, etc. 


The president’s address was referred to 
a committee consisting of Messrs. For- 
syth, Travis and Loebr. 

Secretary Frank crag of Springfield 
made his annual report, showing that 667 
members had paid their dues for 1895-6 
and that others had been notified ; that the 
organization was ina flourishing condi- 
tion and gaining in membership yearly. 

Dr. H. H. Rogers of Kankakee made 
his report as treasurer and reported 
having received in fees, dues, etc., during 
the year, $1,102.93, and disbursed for 
general expenses $903.25, leaving a cash 
balance in the treasury for 1897. Presi- 
dent Sohrbeck, as chairman of the Execu- 
tive Committee, made his report and 
recommended minor matters be attended 
to during the coming year. 

R. W. Diller of Springfield, chairman 
of the Committee on Arrangements, 
stated that he did not know what he 
could ‘‘ report on.’’ There were several 
things on hand, among which were the 
band concert, a trolley ride and other 
incidentals that would come up in due 
time. 


EBERT WOULD CHANGE THE BY-LAWS. 


A. E. Ebert gave notice of a proposed 
change of by-laws. He wished to change 
Article 2, Section 1, soastoread: ‘‘ Every 
member shall pay annually into the hands 
of the secretary the sum of one dollar; 
any one in arrears at the annual meeting 
shall not be entitled to vote, or receive 
the annual report of the proceedings of 
the association.”’ 

Dr. H. M. Whelpley and Mr. F. L. 
Whelpley of St. Louis were called upon 
and reported as delegates from the Mis 
souri Pharmaceutical Association. 

Messrs. Hallberg, Hattenhauer and 
Huber were appointed on the Committee 
on Exhibits. 

This closed the first session. 


Second Day’s Session. 

A communication from the Illinois 
Merchants’ and Grocers’ Association 
was read, in which they asked the Illinois 
Pharmaceutical Association to co-operate 
with them in endeavoring to get the Gar- 
nishee law of Illinois changed. Under 
the present law the head of a family 
whose salary does not exceed 350 per 
month is exempt from the garnishment 
of wages. The desire of the association 
is to get the law changed so that 25 per 
cent. of any man’s wages may be gar- 
nished. The resolution was indorsed by 
this association and referred to their 
Committee on Legislation. 

The association decided to act in con- 
junction with the Chicago Retail Drug- 
gists’ Association in securing an anti- 
department store law. 

Dr. H. H. Rogers reported his visit as 
a delegate to the Illinois Medical Society. 


PHARMACOPCIA REVISION, 


The report of the Committee on United 
States Pharmacopoeia was read. This 
committee re amended, among other 
things, that camphor water be made with 
hot water. That all of the tinctures, 
fluid extracts. wines, solid extracts and 
oleoresins which are made by the same 
process, of same strength, etc., be given 
under one formula, so as to economize 
space. The report was very extensive, 
and was discussed at length. The report 
of the Committee on Trade Interests was 
read by the secretary. 

The report of the Committee on Drug 
Adulteration was read by J. E. Huber. 

It was decided to allow the president 
of the association to select ten names 
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from which the president of the Univers- 
ity of Illinois could select five as mem- 
bers of the Advisory Board. Ata sub- 
sequent meeting the following names 
were announced by the president, and 
indorsed by the association: Wm. Sem- 
ple, A. E. Ebert, Andrew Scherer and 
Henry Biroth, Chicago; H. H. Green, 
Bloomington; Henry Swannell, Cham- 
paign; Theo. C. Loehr, Carlinville; Dr. 
H. H. Rogers, Kankakee; Thos. Knoebel, 
East street, St. Louis, and F. Lueder of 
Peoria. 

Dr. H. H. Rogers reported for the com- 
mittee appointed to secure legislation for 
the betterment of the condition of the 
pharmacist in the army and navy. Tke 
committee reported little success. 


PRESCRIPTION STATISTICS. 


Professor Hallberg read a report on an 
analysis of 171,000 prescriptions obtained 
in difterent sections of the United States. 
His investigations were chiefly as to 
what per cent. were written in the metric 
system. The reported percentage was 
small, but was an improvement over a 
like number examined a few years ago. 
The investigation was useful in showing 
the use of the metric system to be on the 
increase. 

J. E. Huber of Peoria read a paper on 

“ Aromatic Syrup of Yerba Santa,”’ in- 
troducing a revised formula. 

Dr. H. M. Whelpley of St. Louis con- 
tributed a ‘‘ Ten Minutes’ Talk on Diges- 
tion.’’ which was well received. 

A paper was read entitled *‘ Report of 
the Purity of Commercial Chemicals 
from the Chemical Laboratory of the 
Chicago College of Pharmacy,” by Prof. 
Wm. A. Puckner and A. D. Thornburn, 
Ph.G. 

H. W. Snow, manager of the U.S. 
Pharmacal Company of Chicago, deliv- 
ered an interesting and instructive ad- 
dress on the workings and progress of 
that organization. 


CO-OPERATIVE MANUFACTURING 
INDORSED. 


The association passed a resolution 
thanking the Committee on Co-operative 
Manufacturing Pharmacy for their en- 
ergetic and efficient services in the 
organization of the U. S. Pharmacal 
Company, indorsing the organization 
and asking the retail pharmacists of the 
State to give it their substantial support. 

The association passed a resolution 
asking all institutions conferring the 
degree of Ph.G. to maintain the high 
significance of that degree by requiring 
of each candidate for graduation evidence 
of having had four years’ experience in a 
reputable drug store. A copy of this 
resolution was ordered sent to each insti- 
tution teaching a course in pharmacy. 

Suitable resolutions on the death of 
I. N. Coffee of Cairo, president of the 
State Board of Pharmacy, were presented 
by a committee consisting of Messrs. 
Knoebel, Simpson and Miller. . (See page 
79.) 

It was decided to hold the next annual 
meeting of the association at Champaign, 
the seat of the State University, during 
the third week of June, 1897. 

A vote was taken to select three mem- 
bers to be recommended to the Governor 
from whom to select a successor to the 
late I. N. Coffee as amember of the State 
Board of Pharmacy, and resulted in the 
selection of the following: Thos. Knoebel 
of East St. Louis, W. C. Simpson of 
Vienna, and Geo. S Miller of Chicago. 

The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, W. K. 


Forsyth, Chicago; vice presidents, M. B. 
Travis, Saybrook; W. H. Garrison, 
Pearl: W. W. Sayer, Rockford; treas- 
urer, T. S. Arnold, Watseka; secretary, 
Frank Fleury, Springfield. 

The meeting then adjourned. 





Meeting of the North Carolina 
Pharmaceutical Association. 


The North Carolina Pharmaceutical 
Association was in session at Morhead 
City on July 22 and 23, President P. W. 
Vaughan of Durham presiding. The at- 
tendance of members was about the 
usual. 

Mayor McIntyre extended a cordial 
welcome to the hospitalities and pleasure 
connected with this popular seaside re- 
sort. His address was appropriately re- 
sponded to by Augustus Bradley of Bur- 
lington. 


ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT. 


The president, having called Vice- 
President Bradley to the chair, read his 


_ annual address, which was fruitful of 


timely suggestions and exhortations. 
He expressed regret that a greater inter- 
est in the association was not manifested 
by the pharmacists throughout the State. 
He urged the importance of local organi- 
zations as the sovereign remedy for ex- 
isting evils. He paid his respects to the 
cutter as follows: ‘‘ Price cutting has 
grown to such an extent in recent years 
that there is cause for serious alarm. 
Many remedies have been suggested, 
many plans have been formulated and 
put into execution, but none seem to avail 
much, and to-day nearly every plan and 
suggestion has heen abandoned. Heroic 
measures will have to be adopted before 
the desired results can be accomplished. 
The cutter has invaded foreign countries, 
and the drug businessin France and else- 
where is in a precarious condition. I am 
not an alarmist, but the exigencies of the 
case demand that something should be 
done, and that quickly. to meet the prob- 
lem that confronts us.’’ 

The president alluded in terms of praise 
to the American Pharmaceutical Associ- 
ation. He spoke of the ignoble position 
of pharmacists in the army and navy of 
the United States, and of the vital im- 
portance of a change in their rank and 
pay. The metric system and the Na- 
tional Formulary were also intelligently 
discussed in his address. On the whole 
it was a valuable contribution to the 
State pharmacautical literature. 


PAPERS READ. 


Papers were read by E. V. Howell on 
‘*Guaiacol and its Derivatives,’’ and by 
H. R. Horne on ‘‘ Expenses in Compari- 
son with Purchases of Drugs and Medi- 
cines, and Expenses in Comparison with 
Sales of Soda Water for a Period of Ten 
Years.”’ 

On motion of Mr. Stedman of Oxford 
it was resolved that a medal should be 
awarded by the association for the best 
exhibit of preparations at the next meet- 
ing made according to the National For- 
mulary. It was also resolved that a com- 
mittee, composed of Messrs. Zoeller, 
Howell and Bradley, be appointed to pre- 
pare a line of preparations according to 
the formulary, the same to be sent, with 
a descriptive circular, to the next meeting 
of the North Carolina Medical Society. 

Raleigh was selected as the place, and 
the second Wednesday in May as the 
time, for the next meting. 


A new feature with this association 
was the appointment of a committee, 
composed of Messrs. Yearby, Bradham 
and King, on entertainment, with a view 
to diversion in the way of an amusing 
programme. 

T. W. Chelp and Josiah Vaughan, vis- 
ting pharmacists from the State of Vir- 
ginia, were welcome guests at this meet- 
ing, and were cordially invited :to the 
courtesies and privileges of the floor. 

Before adjournment the association was 
invited by Mr. Stedman to participate in 
a ‘‘moonlight sail,’’ which proved to be 
so extremely pleasant that it baffles de- 
scription. 

The officers elected for the next year 
are: President, Augustus Bradley, Bur- 
lington; vice-presidents, J. P. Stedman, 
Oxford; W. M. Yearby, Durham, and J. 
B Smith, Lexington; secretary, H. R. 
Horne, Fayetteville; treasurer, A. J. 
Cook, Fayetteville; local secretary, J. 
Hal Bobbitt, Raleigh. 


——_—_~>—_—_—_ 
Virginia Association. 


The Virginia Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion met in fifteenth annual session at 
Lynchburg, July 21, 22 and 23. The 
first day’s session was occupied with 
reading reports from the president, sec- 
retary and treasurer. 

Tuesday morning the association en- 
gaged in an informal discussion as to the 
use of the metric system of weights and 
measures in pharmacy; also in the best 
means of having the pharmacy law 
strictly enforced. The consensus of 
opinion being that if the public generally 
could be brought to understand the 
value of the law to them in giving them 
greater security to life and health there 
would be a general demand that the law 
officers strictly enforce it. 

Twelve new members were added to 
the association, one of them being a 
lady, the first ever admitted to member 
ship. 

In the afternoon eulogies were pro- 
nounced upon several deceased members, 
among them K. C. Murray, late of the 
Norfolk Landmark, who was an honorary 
member, and C. A. Santos and John W. 
Burrow of Norfolk, active members 

After some routine business the asso- 
ciation adjourned, and at 6 p.m. em- 
barked on the steamer ‘‘ Hampton 
Roads ’’ for an excursion, a trip on salt 
watér being to many members from the 
mountains and inland towns arare treat. 


DRUG ADULTERATION IN VIRGINIA. 


On Thursday the report of the Com- 
mittee on Adulteration was read by the 
chairman, George E. Barksdale, of Rich- 
mond, and showed that tests had been 
made on 150 medicinal drugs, very few 
of which came up to the required stand- 
ard of purity. The committee suggested 
there should be a stricter enforcement 
of the adulteration laws of the State, and 
referred to the necessity for an officer in 
the pay of the State whose duty it shall be 
to visit the pharmacies of the State and de- 
mand that pure drugs be used. The report 
was receivéd, adopted and ordered to be 
printed in the proceedings. 

The Committee on the McIntosh Prize 
asked for an extension of time, they to 
make the awards, and report them to the 
secretary in time to be printed in the 
proceedings. The time was extended. 

The report of the Committee on Prize 
Exhibits showed that not enough con- 
testants entered the race to comply with 
the requirements, but the exhibits of 
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Robert W. Booker .of Lynchburg, Ed- 
ward Holmes and Robert Brydon of Dan- 
ville were highly commended, and on 
motion the association voted to give each 
of these gentlemen the sum of $5 asa 
prize for their painstaking care and in- 
terest. ‘ 

George E. Barksdale of Richmond 
then read a paper on the manufacture of 
fluid extracts, showing that the retail 
druggists could manufacture extracts 
more cheaply than they could buy them 
from the wholesale dealers. The paper 
was ordered to be printed in the proceed- 
ings. 


OFFICERS ELECTED. 


The Committee on Nomination of 
Officers for the ensuing year, through 
its chairman, William S. Alfriend, made 
the following report, which was unan- 
imously adopted: President, James L. 
Avis, Harrisonburg; vice-presidents, 
T. H. Ingram, Norfolk; Ed. Rothlein, 
Lynchburg; George E. Barksdale, Rich- 
mond; N. C. Barnes, Roanoke; corre- 
sponding secretary, Robert Brydon, Dan- 
ville; recording secretary, C. B. Fleet, 
Lynchburg; treasurer, Charles H. Lums- 
den, Lynchburg; Executive Committee, 
D. W. Mahone, Hampton; W. G. Bur- 
gess, Newport News; C. P. Kearfoot, 
Martinsville; local secretary, Charles 
G. Maphis, Charlottesville. 

The following delegates were then 
elected: 

To the American Pharmaceutical As- 
sociation: T. Roberts Baker, James L. 
Avis, M. E. Church, Dr. H. W. Cole 
Polk Miller. i 

To the North Carolina Association: J. 
B. McIntosh, C. P. Kearfoot, Fred Clark. 

To the Maryland Association: M. E, 
Church, W. G. Burgess, J. L. Avis 
Mrs. H. M. Sterling. : 

To the National Wholesale Druggists’ 
Association: G. A. W. Payne, G. G. 
—— ae 2 Purcell. 

o the Virginia Medical Society: Hug 
Blair, Dr. E. Craighill, CB. Fleet, a 

The newly elected president was es- 
corted to the chair, and after making a 
brief and felicitous speech, announced 
that he would appoint the standing com- 
mittees later on. 

The association will meet at Jefferson 
Park Hotel, near Charlottesville, the 
third Tuesday in July, 1897, 


———_@—___ 


Tennessee Board of Pharmacy. 


_, The Tennessee Board of Pharmacy held 
its first quarterly meeting for this year at 
Chattanooga on July 14, 15 and 16, with 
a class of eight applicants. Certificates 
as registered pharmacists were issued 
to the four following gentlemen: Sam- 
uel _ J. North of Harriman; Robert 
R. Ferrill of Chattanooga ; E. F, Albert 
of Memphis ; Harrison Irby of Collier- 
ville. _Assistant pharmacist’s certificates 
were issued to W. R. Davis of Harri- 
man and B. D. Sprowl and H. M. Coffey 
of Knoxville. 

The next meeting for examination will 
be held in Memphis, October 14, 1896. 
At this meeting all members of the Board 
were present. The examination in the 
branch of pharmacy was held in the 
morning, materia medica in the after- 
noon‘and chemistry at night, in order that 
the class and the members of the Board 
might have an opportunity to attend the 
annual meeting of the Tennessee Drug- 
gists’ Association, which convened at 


Chicamauga, Ga., the next day, July 15. 
The Board adjourned its meeting to Park 
Hotel, Chicamauga, which is about 15 
miles from Chattanooga and just across 
the Georgia line. 


THE STATE MEETING. 


There was a fair attendance at the 
meeting and a greater number of papers 
read than at any previous meeting, and 
the discussions were participated in by a 
greater number of the members than 
ever before. A very nice programme 
was arranged by the Entertainment Com- 
mittee, which was entered into with zest 
by most of the members and all seemed 
to enjoy the social features of it highly. 

A resolution was passed inviting the 
A. Ph. A., to hold their next meeing in 
Nashville. The officers elected for the 
ensuing year were George C. Childress 
of Knoxville, president ; B H. Owen of 
Clarksville, first vice-president ; Daniel 
Linehan of Dicherd, second vice-presi- 
dent ; George P. Evans of Shelbyville, 
treasurer; Will Vickers, secretary. The 
next meeting will be held at Nashville. 


—_—_~>——_—_——- 


Washington State Board of 
Pharmacy. 


At the meeting of the Washington 
State Board of Pharmacy held at Seattle, 
June 8 and 9, the following resolution 
was adopted as a substitute for the one 
introduced, but not acted on at the last 
meeting: 

‘* Whereas, Pending the adoption of a 
resolution which was presented at our 
last meeting, a number of communica- 
tions have been received affecting the ac- 
curacy of its preamble, and, 

‘“* Whereas, We have always favored 
reciprocal recognition of certificates be- 
tween State Boards, therefore be it 

‘* Resolved, That we, the Washington 
State Board of Pharmacy, recognize cer- 
tificates of Boards whose percentage 
standard is equal to ours, on the 5 per 
cent. reciprocal basis, recognition of 
diplomas from Colleges of Pharmacy re- 
maining optional with this Board. 

‘© Resolved, That the secretary be in- 
structed to notify the secretaries of all 
other State Boards of this action.”’ 

The successful applicants for registra- 
tion by examination are as follows: Reg- 
istered pharmacists, S. C. Kinch, Walla 
Walla; Thomas Lough, Tremont, and F. 
B. Lyon and E. W. Smith, Seattle. 

Registered Assistants: H. W. Walton, 
North Yakama; Perley R. Brenton, 
Everell; A. C. Crookall, A. B. Kidd, W. 
G. Hermann and Miss Eva Campbell, 
Seattle, the latter being the second lady 
to take the examination in this State. 

Certificates were also granted to Rich- 
ard A. Servis of Ilwaco, registered in 
Michigan ; Charles Kendall, George L. 
Graff, both regstered in Iowa. Albert 
P. Pierce, registered in Maine. Samuel 
F. Wiggins, registered in Kansas W. 
McDowell, Ph. ., of Seattle, and Emlyn 
Jones, Ph.G. of Falls Village. Conn. 

Two applications were rejected, the 
percentage obtained being below that re- 
quired by this Board. 

A. M. Stewart of Tacoma and W. H. T. 
Barnes of Seattle were re-elected president 
and secretary respectively for the ensu- 
ing year. 

The next meeting of the Board will be 
held at Spokane, September 21 and 22. 
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Death of Henry Holloway. 


On Monday, July 13, Henry Holloway 
of the firm of Johnston, Holloway & Co., 
dealers in patent medicines, at Sixth and 
Commerce streets, Philadelphia, died at 
Atlantic City from an injury received 
by falling off a bicycle while he was 
learning to ride. Mr. Holloway recently 
got the craze, and he was taking lessons 
with his wife ata private academy at 
Atlantic City when his right foot caught 
between the chain and sprocket wheel, 
throwing him off and breaking his left 
leg in two places. He was moved to his 
summer cottage on North Delaware ave- 
nue, and his wife and son were at his bed- 
side when he died. Mr. Holloway was 
born in Philadelphia in 1860, and he was 
the son of Dr. William Holloway, one of 
the oldest physicians in that city. His 
early education was acquired in a busi- 
ness college, after which he went for a 
short time to the high school. In 1876 
he entered his father’s store to learn the 
business, and was admitted to member- 
ship in the firm in 1887. He displayed 
remarkable ability in his duties, and for 
several years had full charge of all spe- 
cialties prepared by the firm. He wasa 
popular young man among his many as- 
sociates, and was a member of the Pen- 
rose Republican Club. 


ee ee 
Death of Madame Ruppert. 


The death is reported of Madame Rup- 
pert, proprietor of the face bleach which 
bears her name. She died in the small 
Missouri town where she was born. Her 
maiden name was Amy Shelton, and in 
her early youth she made the acquaint- 
ance in St. Louis of an old lady who had 
long treasured the formula of *‘a secret 
facial wash” in which she had great 
faith. She persuaded Miss Shelton to 
undertake the manufacture and sale of 
the preparation, and so well did the girl 
manage the enterprise that in ten years 
she made a handsome fortune. The 
Pharmacy act prosecutions in England 
caused her to give up her business there, 
after which she leased a theater in Lon- 
don, but as an actress failed to win the 
favor of the public. She lost a large 
amount of money in this enterprise, and 
her health broke down. She fell into a 
consumption, and died at the age of 32. 





SOUTHERN NEWS NOTES. 


T. R. Southerland of Raleigh, N. C., has 
joined the Southern traveling staif of W. H. 
Schieffelin & Co.,and will represent this firm 
in Virginia, North and South Carolina .and 
Tennessee. Mr. Southerland has had an ex- 
tended experience in the drug business, first as 
a retailer and latterly asa traveling salesman 
for the J. L. Elwood Lee Company. 


Mr. H. R. Thomas, a prominent druggist of 
Jacksonville, Fla.. is visiting hisaged nother 
in England, after an absence of 20 years. 


F. W. Koenig. pharmacist, at Clarksville, Va. 
has accepted the position of resident manager 
of the Old Dominion Lithia Springs, located 
within a few miles of that town, and has entered 
upon his new duties. The water from these 
springs is considered by experts to be among 
the best of Virginia’s most famous mineral 
waters. Prof. W. P. Tonry, the eminent chem- 
ist of Baltimore, Md., in speaking of it, says: 
“In examining the analysis of 40 United States 
mineral waters 1 find none in which the rela- 
tive proportion of lithia to the solid contents 1s 
as great as in the Old Dominion.” The springs 
are the property of Messrs. Angene & Veon of 
Fostoria, Ohio, who will, in the very near 
future, erect a sanitarium, cottages, etc., at the 
site of the springs and open a health resort. 


P. G. Ginchard has recentiy returned from 
Cuba and established a new drug business in 
Tampa, Fla. 
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IN* GREATER NEW YORK 


New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City and Vicinity. 


A recent visitor to the city was Mr. Goldsmith 
of Goldsmith & Edmunston, Atlanta, Ga. 


_Dr. A. W. Truman has purchased the R. W. 
Chambers pharmacy on Plymouth avenue. 


Dr. Amzi} Godden, a veteran druggist of Bir- 
_— Ala., is spending a few days in this 
C. R. Modwell, formerly with Van Horn & 


Ellison, is now prescriptionist for Nickells & 
Co., on Columbus avenue. 


Oscar Lambert has resigned his place at Men- 
dal Zagat s drug store, corner of Seventeenth 
Street and Ninth avenue. , 


_S. P. Watson of Atlanta, Ga., is spending a 
couple of weeks in New York en route to the 
A.Ph.A. meeting at Montreal. 


A. G. Mitchell has succeeded Jos. J. Mullen at 
Rochester, N. Y. Mr. Mitchell was at one time 
employed by Hyde & Page. 


Robert Friese has resigned his position as 
assistant pharmacist at Sand’s drug store, 
corner of Tenth street and Avenue C. 
_R. E. Ruse of the American Silver Truss 
Company of Buffalo stopped several days at 
the Sinclair House in this city last week. 


I. 8. Gellert has resigned his place as assistant 
pharmacist at the pharmacy of Anton Sieke, 
corner of Eighty-eighth street and Avenue A. 


Oscar J. Moore is now head prescriptionist at 
0. C. Lutt’s pharmacy on Plymouth avenue, 
Rochester ; he was for a number of years with 
F. W. Rose. : 


Mr. Kuelin of Kuelin & Lubbers has closed up 
his house in Brooklyn, and his family will spend 
the summer. as usual, at his summer home in 
Suffern, N. Y. 


V. C. Daggett of Daggett & Ramsdell, 328 
a = a New York for Boston ona 
pleasure trip last week. He *ts 
absent ten days. ? ee 


L. E. Oxies, who succeeded P. Balluf at 
poner pag pe cag and Sixth avenue, has 
opened a new pharmacy at Amsterdam ay 
and Eighty-fifth street: vee 


William A. Weightman has accepted a positi 
he a & — 561 Fitth ieee. Mr. 
Weightman was formerly with P. B. 
Sons, 362 Hudson street. —* 


Robert Leslie has resigned his position 
manager of the Neergard Pharmecy to Ho 
charge of Ewen MclIntyre’s pharmacy at Fifty- 
sixth street and Sixth avenue. Y 


John Nixon, a popular salesman in ch 

om, pule x6 arge of 
the offices of Fostoria Glass Company, is Seeebr- 
ing congratulations of his friends in the trade 
on the advent of a son and heir. 


The Morgan Drug Company of Brooklyn 
have been incorporated at Albany, with a cap- 
ital of $10,000. The directors are C. O. Johon- 
not, F. B. Johonnot and H. Pfitmayer. 


On the Ist inst., William L. Weil. who has 
been for the past year with J. C. Heidingsfelder. 
druggist, corner of Fifty-eighth street and First 
avenue, resigned his position there. 


Dr. Joseph Jacobs, the champion cutter of 
the South, of Atlanta, Ga., accompanied by his 
wife, recently passed through the city on his 
way to Montreal to attend the A.Ph.A. meeting. 


Arthur G. Screven, lately of the Bolton Drug 
Company, 456 Fulton street, Brooklyn, and be- 
fore that with F. C. Cutts, corner of St. James 
— Fulton streets, is no longer with the former 

rm. 


A. Lurch, N. Y. C. P., 1895, formerly with C. 
T. Webster, corner of Lexington avenue and 
Fifty-fourth street, is no longer connected in 
any way with the Indian Kickapoo Medicine 
Company of Brooklyn. 


After being four months with H.C. K. Kempf 
at the corner of Broadway and Lorimer streets, 
Brooklyn, E. D., Hugo Selesky has resigned. 
Mr. Selesky was also formerly with Sand’s drug 
store, corner of Tenth street and Avenue C. 


Charles A. Kunkel has resigned his position 
at the drug store of Weiss & Rosenthal. Sixth 
street and Second avenue. Before his employ- 
ment with that firm, Mr. Kunkel was with W. C. 
Koehler, corner of Eighty-third street and 
First avenue. 


W. A. Smith, who was formerly an ne 
of J. Dorn, at the latter's pharmacy, Ninety- 
third street and Columbus avenue. has been 
engaged by E. R. Petty, at the latter’s Pruden- 
tial Pharmacy, Prudential Building, Broad 
street, Newark, N. J. = 


Daniel L. Cook of Trenton has recently made 
a number of notable improvements in the in- 
terior appearance of his pharmacy, putting in 
new fixtures throughout, and his store is now 
one of the finest in point of interior deccration 
of any in Trenton. Os aawtla 


The many friends of H. Dyed, the well-known 
prescriptionist with Chumar & Son, Eighth 
avenue and Twenty-third street, who was 
obliged to return to his home in Toronto some 
two months ago on account of ill health, will be 
glad to learn of his recovery and his appearance 
at Chumar’s again. 


The marriage of Oscar C. H. Lutt to Miss Car- 
rie Deutsch occurred on June 23 at Rochester. 
Mr. and Mrs. Lutt took a short Western trip, 
spopeane at Buffalo on their return, taking in 
the New York State Pharmaceutical Associa- 
tion meeting. They will reside on Plymouth 
avenue, near Mr. Lutt’s pharmacy. 


Frank P. Dudley has sold his drug store at 
Rochester to the Dutton Baldwin Drug Com- 
pany and will move with his family to Silver 
Springs, where he opened a new store nearly a 
year ago. This move gives the Dutton-Baldwin 
Drug Company the control of the drug trade in 
that ward, as they now own three stores. 


Dr. Charles P. Britton of Trenton, N. J., 
attracts great attention to his handsome phar- 
macy in that place every summer by his lavish 
use of mosquito netting for protecting the sho 
furniture against flies. His is one of the hand- 
somest pharmacies in Trenton, and he getsa 
large share of the prescription trade of the 
town. 


The engagement is announced of John Wack- 
erbarth, N. Y. C. P., 1883, as manager of the 
Hegeman pharmacy, corner of Thirty-first 
street and Third avenue, to fill the vacancy 
caused by Julius Tannenbaum's resignation. 
Manager Wackerbarth will have, as his assist- 
ant, Mr. Jayeox who formerly did relief work 
at the various Hegeman pharmacies. 


It is a matter of unusual interest that Sub- 
Station No. 10 of the Brooklyn Post Office, now 
located at Ker) F. Behrens’ drug store at 
Sands and Jay streets, has been placed in charge 
of Mrs. Catherine Menninger, widow of Coroner 
Menninger, the‘original owner of the drug store 
and who established it—one of the first large 
stores in the city—as early as 1831. 


Wm. H. Meek is soon to establish a retail drug 
store in the city of Providence, R. I. Few have 
had a more thorough education, combined with 
practical experience, which is indispensable in 
pharmacy. Commencing with early student 
life and graduating after a course in the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy, class of 1886, Mr. 
Meek at once found employment with Hazard, 
Hazard & Co., druggists, under the Fifth Ave- 
nue Hotel, New York, where for several years 
he received the best of business training. 


Prof. Henry Kraemer of the Northwestern 
University (linois College of Pharmacy) 
yassed through New York City this week on 
is way to Chicago from a sojourn at German 
universities, where he has been prosecuting ad- 
vanced studies in pharmaceutical chemistry, 
pharmazognosy,. etc., for the past 18 months 
or more. Though elected toa chair in the uni- 
versity last year, Professor Kraemer was given 
leave of atsence with a view to completing a 
line of study which he had undertaken some 
time previous. The university is to be congratu- 
lated upon such an addition to its faculty. 


George J. Seabury confesses toa rabid tend 
ency for anything with gold bands around it. 
Consequently when he heard that the tirst bale 
of Georgia cotton, which was placed on exhibi- 
tion at the Cotton Exchange, had bands of gold 
about it to keep it together. he at once ordered 
its purchase asa boom for the Republican Presi- 
dential nominee. The cotton has arrived two 
weeks ahead of the regular shipments, and it 
was bought by Mr. Seabury at 20 cents a 
pound. or about $100 for the bale, which is just 
three times the present market price for spot 
cotton. The bale has been placed on the ground 
floor of the Seabury & Johnson building for 
exhibition. 

Julius Engelke, a clerk in R. A. Schurr’s drug 
store at Hyde Park, L. [., was found dead in 
the washroom of a train of the Long Island 


Railroad, July 25. He had a vial containing 
oison in his hand, and it was nearly empty. 
he label showed that the poison had been 

purchased at Henry R. White's pharmacy, 10 

Jackson avenue, Long Island City, on_a pre- 

scription signed by Engelke himself. He had 

been sent to New York the night before to get 
drugs, and had telegraphbd that morning that 
he would be on the noon train. He wasan invet- 
erate cigarette smoker. His family reside at 

950 Columbus avenue, New York. Investigation 

proved that his death was due to heart failure 

and that he had not committed suicide as had 
been suspected. 


Broadway pedestrians are being treated toa 
most novel exhibit of rare and uncommon 
minerals and natural ores in the show window 
of the Astor House pharmacy. and few are 
able to resist the temptation to stop and admire 
it. The exhibit includes some handsome speci- 
mens of agate from Brazil, of Wolframite from 
Bisbee, Arizona; atalactite from_ the same 
source; red tourmaline from San Diego. Cal.; 
lepidolite (lithia mica) from Bowdoin, Maine; 
azurite (copper ore) from the Copper Queen 
Mine, Bisbee, Arizona, anda natural magnet 
or loadstone, from Magnet Cove, Arkansas. The 
latter is so thickly encrusted with nails, etc., 
that have heen attracted by it, that it is hard to 
see the stone itself. The entire exhibit is the 
property of Niven & Hopping of 123 Liberty 
street, the junior member of which firm is the 
son of the well-known G. W. Hopping of Sea- 
bury & Johnson. 


——e——_ 


VACATION NOTES. 


A. Weissman, president of J. N. Hege- 
man & Co., is spending the summer at 
Northport, L. I. 


Mr. Turpenny of J. I. McCord’s phar- 
macy, at 298 Bleecker street. has gone 
up to Vermont on a month’s vacation. 


Thos. D. McElhenie of Brooklyn left 
on Monday for Twilight Park. where he 
will spend the remainder of the summer 
looking after his branch pharmacy there. 


M. J. Breitenbach of Gude’s Pepto- 
Mangan has just returned to the city 
from a successful fishing trip to the 
eee Islands. His stories are won- 
ers. 


W. H. Ebbitt, the genial and popular 
city salesman of Schieffelin & Co., 1s en- 
joying two weeks’ vacation whipping 
the trout streams in the upper part of 
the State. 


Thomas P. Cook of the New York 
Quinine & Chemical Works has returned 
to the city after an enjoyable vacation to 
Niagara Falls and Put-In-Bay, as jolly 
and rotund as ever. 


John Whitehill of the chemical depart- 
ment of Hegeman’s has just returned 
from a vacation spent at East Dunham 
in the Catskills. He reports having had 
a most enjoyable time. 


Clarence O. Bigelow, the well-known 
trustee of the C. P. C. N. Y., and pro- 
prietor of the pharmacy at 102 Sixth av- 
enue, is spending the summer with his 
family at Asbury Park, N. J. 


Although away off at Lake Hopatcong, 
George J. Seabury has not forgotten his 
political tendencies. The red, white and 
blue plumes of Pampas grass wave 
loyally over his desk at the office 


The family of Otto Boeddiker, the 
druggist of Fifty-fourth street and Sixth 
avenue, is spending the summer at Bris- 
tol, Pa. Mr. Boeddiker occasionally 
steals the time to pay them a visit. 


Mrs. Joseph Dorn, New York’s lady 
pharmacist, of Columbus avenue and 
Ninety third street, sailed for Europe on 
the ist inst. She goes abroad for pleas- 
ure, and will be absent about a month. 
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Edward Plummer, the druggist of 405 
Fifth avenue, has planned a pleasant 
summer’s outing for his family. Aftera 
long stay at Hyde Park they go to the 
Catskills in Ulster County, this State. 


Henry Cutter, the president of the 
Hegeman Corporation, on lower Broad- 
way. is spending the summer months at 
Saratoga Springs, under the care of 
mine host of the United States Hotel. 


Dr. Charles H. Duffy, the druggist of 
1973 Second avenue, has his family sum- 
mering at present at Chenango County, 
this State, but they will shortly join him 
for a four weeks’ stay at Garrisons-on- 
the-Hudson. 


John H. Morey, formerly with W. E. 
Cramer at Ninety eighth street and Park 
avenue, has gone into business on his 
own account, and is now the proprietor 
of a well appointed pharmacy at 104th 
street and the Boulevard. 


Conrad Kraft, who is associated in the 
management of the drug store of his 
brother, B. G. Kraft, at 125th street and 
Lenox avenue, is at Hankin, Sullivan 
County, N. Y., enjoying a two weeks’ 
release from business cares. 


_ Raymond Welch of Carpenter, Wall- 
ington & Co.’s drug store, Seventy-sixth 
street and the Boulevard, is making a 
wheeling tour during his vacation. He 
will *‘ scorch’? to Albany, Saratoga and 
the Adirondack Mountains. 


_Julius Tannenbaum, who recently re- 
signed from his position as manager of 
the Hegeman Pharmacy, at Thirty first 
street and Third avenue, has taken his 
family to the Adirondacks, where he ex- 
pects to rest during the heated term. 


_F. B. Bracker, the well-known drug- 
gist of 905 Eighth avenue, has just re- 
turned from an enjoyable trip to Greene 
County in the Catskills. He has left his 
family behind to enjoy the country air 
and the delightful drives during the 
month of August, 


E. P. Montague of the druggist sun- 
dries department of Schieffelin & Co. is 
an enthusiastic wheelman, and a century 
run is a mere incident to him. His 
favorite run is down to Patchogue, on the 
Great South Bay, and back, a little over 
a hundred miles. 


Keene Valley, in the Adirondack 
Mountains, is sheltering W. S. Merse- 
reau of Schieffelin & Co. from the sum- 
mer heat of New York. W. N. Clark of 
the same firm has also selected the Adi- 
rondacks as a summer resort, and he 
will spend the month of August there. 


E. L. Benjamin, buyer for Seabury & 
Johnson, is spending his vacation in 
Staten Island and New Jersey. Wm. 
Caughey, shipping clerk, is covering the 
same territory on his wheel, and Robert 
Tremper, bookkeeper, is wooing the 
ocean breezes at Atlantic City, N. J. 


Wm. S. Hale of Hale, Justice & Co., 
Cincinnati, and his brother Samuel, were 
in the city for a day or two recently en 
route to the Green Mountains, Vt., Mon- 
treal, etc. They had traveled here by 
way of Old Point Comfort, and the trip 
1s expected to aid Mr. Hale’s physical 
condition. Mr. Hale is not as robust as 
usual, and it is hoped that the vacation 
will prove beneficial. 


Will M. Davis, superintendent of Sea- 


bury & Johnson’s factory at East Orange, 
N. J., is up at Canaan street. Grafton 
County, N. H.. from which spot he writes 
that he has had great luck fishing. For 
instance, while strolling along the banks 
of a little brook last week he caught ten 
bass weighing 34 pounds each. This is 
said to be a case where the chorus he 
started at the last Bowling Club banquet 
could be used effectively. 


Ed. G. Wells of Charles N. Crittenton 
& Co. is spending his vacation at Capt. 
Borden’s, Little Silver, N. J. He and 
his wife have a ‘‘duplex,’’ or bicycle 
built for two, and when they’re not 
wheeling on the coast Mr. Wells is hav- 
ing great sport fishing, at the rate, it is 
said, of ‘‘one day—one fish.’’ Arthur 
Stillwell, the essential oil dealer, is also 
at Little Silver, N. J., with the Fulton 
street lightning pricer. 


John J. Molloy of McKesson & Rob- 
bins’ country department, accompanied 
by his brother, Elijah, a well-known 
drug broker of this city, and his sister, 
intend participating in the pleasures of the 
meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association. They will leave for Mon- 
treal on the 15th inst., and will return 
home by way of Lakes Champlain and 
George and Saratoga. Their vacation 
will probably last till the latter end of 
the month. 


Professor Sayre. 


Prof. Lucius E. Sayre of the pharmacy 
department of the University of Kansas 
was in New York recently on his way to 
Vermont, where it is his intention to 
spend a few weeks in advance of the 
meeting of the American Pharmaceutical 
Association. Professor Sayre left Kansas 
June 14, and since then has visited Ann 
Arbor and Detroit. He attended the 
commencement exercises of the phar- 
maceutical department of the University 
of Michigan, at Ann Arbor, and partici- 
pated in the anniversary exercises com- 
memorating the twenty-fifth year of the 

administration of 
. President Angell, 

; receiving on this 
“te occasion the hon- 

. orary degree of 

a | B.Sc. Ph. During 
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if 


he 


his stay in De- 
troit he acted as 
referee in the pep- 
sin controversy, 
brought about 
| some time ago 
| by the analysis 
“= of a commercial 
' brand by H. C. 
-; Snow, now of 
Chicago, and for- 
| merly of Omaha. 
It seems that Pro- 
; fessor Sayre’s de- 
PROF, L. E. SAYRE. cision met with 
the acceptance of 

neither of the parties concerned in 
the dispute, and his findings have not 
been made public. He has done con- 
siderable work this year in continua- 
tion of his experiments to determine the 
constitution of the active principles of 
taraxacum, and has succeeded in isolat- 
ing a body whose exact place among 
plant principles has not yet been deter- 
mined. This substance, which he names 
taraxacin, is a glucosidal body, first sep- 
arated by Polex in 1839. The history of 
his experiments in connection with the 
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isolation of this substance is related in 
the paper which he has prepared for the 
Montreal meeting of the American Phar- 
maceutical Association, and should prove 
of the very highest interest to every one 
interested in the study of plant constitu- 
ents, since Professor Sayre has made a 
special study of the subject for a number 
of years past, and bas done much to cor- 
rect and extend the investigations of pre- 
vious workers. He at one time was con- 
vinced that he had isolated a crystalline 
body which he thought was taraxaic acid. 
A slight crystalline structure revealed 
itself under the microscope, but addi- 
tional experiments showed that the sub- 
stance under examination was merely a 
decomposition product of taraxacin, viz., 
oxalic acid Professor Sayre left New 
York for Albany on his way to Vermont 
on Tuesday, July 28. 


—__-+——_ 


NEW YORK STATE. 


THE CO-OPERATIVE COMPANY. 


BurFraLo, August 7.—The new drug 
company is active and will soon be on 
the street in a visible form, as it has 
rented headquarters at 804 Guaranty 
Building, and will be found there after 
this date. Still, the undertaking to cover 
the whole city and State in the manu- 
facture of proprietary medicines that are 
to be substituted for all the patent medi- 
cines that are now sold at a cut rate is 
no easy matter. This is precisely what 
the new move means, and is so stated 
without reserve by the leading members 
of the retail trade here, all of whom ap- 
pear to be interested in the venture. 

For all this there is not going to be 
anything like a boycott set up. Not only 
will there be no effort to prevent mem- 
bers of the trade from handling the pres- 
ent patent medicines, but it is expected 
that they will handle them. The effort 
will be merely in the line of making such 
a difference between the price of the two 
that there will be no excuse for handling 
anything but the home article. While 
the trade is now so cut down that there 
is not a cent profit, the drug stores being 
obliged to follow the big groceries and 
dry- goods stores in selling them at whole- 
sale prices, and even under sometimes. 
It is expected that there will be a_profit 
of about 50 per cent. on the medicines 
manufactured here. 

So far nothing has been carried 
through but the incorporation of the 
company and the perfecting of by-laws. 
A prospectus has been prepared and it 
will soon be given to the public. It will 
set forth the aims of the company, and 
may touch on the reason why it became 
necessary to go into the manufacturing 
business. Several conferences bave been 
held lately by the incorporators, and 
something like a programme has been 
made up, but it will be necessary to hold 
the election before anything very defi- 
nite is known. The following are the 
incorporators: Stoddart, Peterson, Mc- 
Arthur, Smither, Gregory, McEachren, 
Hosmer, Perkins, Liebetrut, Reiman, 
Tilma, Anthony, Hayes, Lockie, Crad- 
duck, Kreuz, Kaestner, Rogers and 
Lustig of Buffalo; Dalton of Syracuse; 
Schnell of Binghamton and Osmun of 
New York. 

An effort will be made to induce C. O. 
Rano to accept the position of secretary 
and general manager, at least for a time, 
as he is acquainted with the business and 
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has more time than an i 

y one else who is 
competent, as he is not actively engaged 
n business at present. There are any 
amount of applications for places, all 
. € way from manufacturing chemist to 
aay of the stock. This latter ought 
© be something of a business, for the 
whole State is to be interested in the 
venture in this direct way, and yet the 
ownership of the stock is limited to a 
few shares for each member. 

Of course the new idea does not please 
the wholesalers any more than it does 
vd fae themselves. They 

at it will be sure il, as i : 
no an cha to fail, as it al 


A TRUCE. 


Of late the war that was carried on 
between the retailers and the outside 
stores that made the trouble by cutting 
prices has _been dropped. A _ leading 
druggist said to-day that he had very lit- 
tle idea what they were doing. For a 
time it was the plan to do what they 
could to head off the cutting, but when 
it was concluded that it was not possible 
to cope with the movement in any other 
way than by setting up a manufacturing 
establishment in opposition the enemy 
was left to do its worst. In fact, the 
worse the better, as soon as it was set- 
tled that manufacturing was the only 
remedy, as that would bring all retailers 
into the movement. 

The faculty of the 


BUFFALO COLLEGE OF PHARMACY 


held the last meeting of the old year 

the first of the new all at once * eget 
day and was able to straighten out all 
unfinished business in good shape. There 
are already many inquiries from pros- 
pective students, but nothing will take 
definite shape till the new announcement 
is out, which will be in a few days. 


Fred S. Coburn, who has bee 
n, an employed b 
4 af Dalton of Syracuse as head prescription. 
or the past 16 years, purchased} the phar- 
— of Dr. Eaton, at Le Roy, N. Y., some time 
nce and is making the store a great success. 


Buffalo druggists are interested 
t sts i asted to fin 
Dr. Hambleton, an east side druggist, tween 
a. business and went to India as a missionary 
- pi a keeping a drug store at the suburb 
> Cc q 3 5 
ach pro id not boast a store of that 


The College of Denistry, which h 
fast lately that it almost crowded ‘the Collens 
e Pharmacy out of the new college building 
: as anew building of its own well under way. 
AS og phe} <r gg stories high. This will 
y eve ) 
Shaan e other departments of the 


The Buffalo Health Depar i i 
the examination of cee ye yg 
known as “all day suckers.” a bit of taffy ry 
stick, which the children havea trick of pass- 
ing around. In this way it is claimed that the 
— yo g cay says amor diseases are spread 

. ere is i i 
cay ve -elecenan —” of increasing consump- 


Health Commissioner Wende is now 

with the preparations for the sonvemien at ne 
health interests of the country, which takes 
place in Buffalo the first week in September 
and promises to be a very important gathering. 
The druggists will take active part in it, as f 
will take up Sanitary appliances such as they 
- alld Druggists Thomas Stoddart and Dr 

gory ve en place Y i } 
Sanitary Appliances. ee 


There is a diversion in the soda wa 
made by the Crystal Water eda en whick 
are seeking to capture the druggists, not only 
for the carbon gas trade, but to furnish the 
water also, on the claim that ordinary filtered 
water is not pure enough for soda fountains 
The soda water trade continues to be especially 
good. In spite of the many new fountains in 
operation on the street. the sales have increased 
very materially. This has practically saved 
the local drug trade from bankruptcy. 


CONNECTICUT. 


New Haven, August 4.—Three New 
Yorkers entered E. Hewitt’s drug store 
at New Haven last week and tried to 
flim-flam proprietor Elisha Hewitt out of 
$5. One of the three strangers ordered 
some cigars for which he paid in small 
change. Another of the trio asked Mr. 
Hewitt to change a $10 bill. The drug- 
gist went to the cash register to comply 
with the request; while there the third 
fellow laid down five one-dollar bills 
with the request that he be given a five- 
dollar note in exchange. 

This was done. As the change of the 
$10 was being dealt out one of the crooks 
picked up a $5 bill and after some fuss- 
ing declared that the change was short. 
The actions of the men aroused Mr. 
Hewitt’s suspicions and he clapped his 
hand down on the money and told the 
fellows to leave. They left and were fol- 
lowed by Mr. Hewitt, who complained to 
an officer on the corner. The policeman 
pursued the trio, but they escaped They 
were afterward captured on the ‘‘Peck,”’ 
the night boat for New York. They were 
locked up charged with conspiracy. The 
men gave their names as Edward Gard- 
ner, Thomas Marion and Fred. Whitte- 
more. Marion had a number of pawn 
tickets for clothing, watches and small 
articles from New York pawn shops. 


LAX OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW. 


The Connecticut Board of Health held 
a meeting recently at New Haven. 
County Health Officer Hoadley addressed 
the members of the Board on the ques- 
tion of proper registration of sales of 
poison sold by druggists. He said he 
had been in Waterbury the day previous 
to the date of the meeting and had made 
a tour of 23 drug stores to ascertam how 
well the statute was being complied with. 
He was surprised to find that in only six 
places were there any proper records kept 
of poison sales. No record at all was 
kept in seven stores and in the other ten 
only an attempt was made to obey the 
law. Mr. Hoadley believes that drug- 
gists all over the State are violating this 
law. Hesuggested a uniform book to be 
published by the Board in which drug- 
gists should be required to keep proper 
records of all sales of poisons. Then if 
the law was not obeyed prosecution 
should follow. The members spoke in 
favor of the suggestions and opinions of 
Mr. Hoadley. 


Items of News from Connecticut. 


Clerk Shannon of New Haven is now with 
Druggist Wingood of Ansonia. 


P. Smith of Waterbury has taken J. Colgan’s 
place in J. A. McEnerney’s store at Derby. 


Druggist and Mrs. E. S. Tomlinson of South 
Norwalk spent their vacation at Roxbury. 


L. Grannis is clerking in Ex-Alderman Lowe's 
pharmacy, at New Haven. 


Prescription Clerk McQuade of Bristol Drug 
Company,; Ansonia, has been summering in 
Canada. 


Fred Tomlinson bas severed his connection 
with Druggist Tomlinson of Norwich, and L. B 
Pipe has been installed in his place. 


Daniel J. Brennan of Osborn Hall Pharmacy, 
New Haven, has been seriously 11] for several 
weeks with malarial fever. 


Fred Lane has succeeded John Horan as clerk 
in A. P. Pixley’s drug store at Wallingford. 
This fall Mr. Horan expects to enter the Phila- 
delphia College of Pharmacy. 


James Hunter.erst while of Providence, is now 
with Barbour’s branch pharmacy at Watch Hill, 
—— summer resort beyond New 

ondon. 


J. H. Barnes is renovating his store at Mil- 
ford. The store’s interior will be of hard wood. 
A — gas plant will be located in the establish- 
ment. 


William J. Finister, with E. N. Sperry of New 
Haven, sailed for Europe on the 5th inst. He 
took his wheel with him. and will make a bicy- 
cle tour through England and Scotland. 


Samuel E. Lovejoy. who has been employed 
at the People’s Pharmacy, Glastunbury, has 
made a change of base. He is now with a 
prominent New London firm. 


B. T. Lyons has disposed of his store at Bris- 
tol. A block is being erected in Tarrington, and 
Mr. Lyons will opena anc rag in it upon com- 
pletion. While the building is going up, Mr. 
and Mrs. Lyons will spend the time with his 
brother, James Lyons, in South Manchester. 


The marriage of -_ = James A. McEn- 
erney of Ansonia and Miss Ella Stewart was 
quietly solemnized at the Church of Assumption 


in Ansonia. about three weeks ago. The young 
couple are very popular among Ansonians, and 
the latter wish them a happy and prosperous 
married life. 


Thomas Burke. employed by F. S. Calhoun & 
Co., the wholesale druggists of New Haven, 
had a narrow escape recently from_ being 
crushed by a heavy lumber wagon. He was 
riding by the wagon when his bicycle slipped 
in the mud and Mr. Burke fell to the ground 
right under the wagon between the front and 
rear wheels. The driver turned his head and, 
seeing Burke's predicament, stopped his horse 
as the rear wheel was about to go over 

urke’s body. 


Quite recently an address was issued to gold 
Democrats of New Haven, pleading to them to 
unite with the signers in calling a convention 
for August 12. The address avers the platform 
adopted at Chicago is utterly opposed to the 
a chosen at the State Convention at 

artford, June 6. The convention scheduled 
for August 12 is for the purpose of * preserving 
the ark of the Democratic convenant.” Among 
the signers is Henry M. Bishop, the well-known 
druggist of New Haven, who is also the efficient 
secretary of the State Board of Pharmacy. 


————_@—__—— 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


War on Malt Extracts. 


Boston, August 3.—A determined ef- 
fort is heing made to stop the sales of 
malt extracts in unlicensed towns and 
cities in Massachusetts. As has been 
stated, the chief of police of Chelesa has 
warned the druggists of that city not to 
sell any more bottles of a certain brand 
of malt extract which contains a greater 
percentage of alcohol than is allowed by 
law in no-licensed towns and cities. 
There is a vigorous protest from the 
druggists and the proprietors are talking 
gut loud. In one of the stores in the city 
there is posted a bulletin, of which the 
following is a copy: 

“You can get Malt Extract in Revere, 
Beachmont, East Boston and other small 
places, but you cannot get it in Cheslea, 
a city of more than 31,000 inhabitants. 

* A lady came into the store this morn- 
ing and asked for a bottle of malt ex- 
tract. We told her we had received or- 
ders from the chief of police not to sell it. 
Before she left she bought 25 cents’ worth 
of the essence of peppermint, which, ac- 
cording to the United States Pharma- 
copoeia, contains oil of peppermint and 
pure alcohol ten times stronger than in 
malt. 

““We can sell essence of peppermint 
and essence of checkerberry, which con- 
tains 90 per cent. of alcohol, but we are 
not allowed to sell malt extract, which 
contains 10 per cent. of alcohol.”’ 

The druggists in Watertown have been 
visited by a man within the past two or 
three days, and at each store he has 
bought samples of the malt extract. The 

roprietors are looking for a summons 
into court and have retained counsel in 
case such a thing happens. Various 
brands of malt are sold in that town, and 
considerable business is done. Water- 








a sd 





? 




















AMERICAN DRUGGIST AND PHARMACEUTICAL RECORD. 


town is a no-license place, it is almost 
needless to state. 


SUBWAY BROUGHT DISCOMFORT. 


Since the subway contractors began op- 
erations on that part of Tremont street, 
between Boylston street and the junction 
of Shawmut avenue, the lives of the 
druggists on that prominent thorough- 
fare have been burdened. The whole 
street has been excavated its entire width 
between curbings, machinery for doing 
that sort of work has occupied the cart- 
way all day and the sidewalks at night, 
and travel has been diverted into other 
avenues. This has been the state of 
things for three months, greatly to the 
detriment of business. One of the drug- 
gists told the correspondent yesterday 
that his trade had fallen off nearly if not 
quite one-third. Customers were seri- 
ously inconvenienced in getting to the 
store, epsecially in the evening. and as a 
general thing avoided the locality alto- 
gether. And, to add to the discomfort, 
clouds of dust were flying all the time. 
No goods could be displayed a moment 
without being covered. It will be weeks 
yet before the street will be retsored to 
its former condition. 


BLUE LAWS IN GLOUCESTER. 


The old blue laws of New England are 
to be enforced in Gloucester, and the 
latest rumor has it that all the druggists 
have agreed to close their stores on the 
Sabbath Day. This has been brought 
about by the announcement that the 
marshal has determined to enforce the 
laws. As Gloucester is a healthy town, 
the druggists say it will not pay them to 
keep their stores open on Sundays unless 
~~ can sell soda and cigars and sun- 

ries. 


Affairs in New England. 


Burlington, Vt., is to have anew drug store, 
which is to be opened on South Battery street. 


Dr. St. Pierre is to open a new drug store in 
the village of Marysville, R. I,and Dr. Falcon 
in Pawtucket, R. 1., in the suburb of Fairlawn. 


Willard R. Jones, a former resident of Water- 
ville, Maine, has bought a drug business in 
South Gardiner, that State. 


Noel W. Stiles, druggist, 294 Boylston street, 
Boston, has been granted a discharge in the 
insolvency court for Suffolk. 


Announcement is made that a new drug store 
will be opened in the Welsh Block, in Man- 
chester, N. H. The date of the opening has 
not been made yet. 


A handsomely appointed drug store has been 
opened at Wiscasset, Maine, by W. 8. Peaslee & 
Co. The senior partner was formerly a clerk in 
W. E. Turple’s pharmacy in Worcester, Mass. 


George Osgood, formerly a druggist for many 
years in Newburyport at the corner of School 
and Lime streets, has removed to Bradford, 
where he will shortly open a drug store. 


N. L. Shattuck’s new drug store in White's 
Block, Barre, Mass., has been opened. The 
decorations are in light blue, and the furnish- 
ings in white und gold. handsome soda 
fountain, costing $1,000, has been put in. 


John Cosseboom, clerk in Albert Mason's drug 
store, who was South nearly all winter in search 
of health, has returned and taken his former 
position. During his absence Henry Murray 
filled the position very acceptably, and made 
many friends in the town. 


A soda water fountain in J. Allen Rice’s drug 
store on Main street, Milford, burst last Satur- 
day evening, and created a sensation both in the 
store and street. No great amount of damage 
was done, beyond the smashing of two water 
pipes. 


The coperiprehiy heretofore existing be- 
tween John E. Lynch and Thomas E. Malone, 
under the firm name of J. E. Lynch & Co., 48 
Washington street, Portland, Maine, has been 
dissolved by mutual consent. Mr. Lynch has 


pened a store at 30 Washington street, Port- 
& 


While the Second Brigade, M.V.M., was per- 
forming its week of duty in South Framing- 
ham, the town was troubled considerably by a 
horde of camp followers. An attempt was made 
one night to enter the drug store of George 
Rice, on Concord street, but the ee: 
ere past experiences, had carefully 
nailed all the windows and sashes, and the 
efforts of the thieves were neatly balked. A slot 
machine in front of Cutler’s pharmacy was 
broken open and rifled of cash and contents. 





PENNSYLVANIA. 


PHILADELPHIA, August 5.—A well- 
known drug firm in this city which has 
always inclined to the old fashioned 
mode of advertising its business has had 
quite a shock recently and in the future 
it is more than probable that it will rely 
upon newspapers and trade journals to 
inform the public what new goods it has 
in stock. A few days ago this firm em- 
ployed a number of boys to distribute 
pamphlets on the street, and one of the 
lads was so quick in getting rid of his 
supply that it was thought that he was 
not paying strict attention to his busi- 
ness and he was accused of throwing 
them away. The boy denied this, how- 
ever, and asserted that he was putting 
them where they would do the most 
good. Notwithstanding his protesta- 
tions, a man was rent out to watch him. 
The boy wandered down the street leis- 
urely, handing out pamphlets here and 
there for a couple of squares. Then, all 
at once, he faded from view. Two min- 
utes elapsed before the watcher caught 
sight of him again, and in the interim the 
stock of advertising matter had disap- 
peared. Calling the lad, the watcher de- 
manded to know what had become of the 
pamphlets. The little chap looked up at 
him defiantly. ‘‘Dey’re where de ducks 
w’at needs ‘em will git ‘em. See?’ 
This was a poser for the watcher. Tak- 
ing 4 tighter twist on the boy’s coat col- 
lar he said: ‘“‘If you don’t show me where 
those pamphlets are I’ll have you locked 
up.’’ ‘In course I will,’’ answered the 
boy, nonchalantly. ‘‘W’st yer gittin’ hot 
about ennyway ?”’ Then he led his captor 
into the corridor of the Government 
Building and cooly pointed to a big 
square box with a slot cut in the top. 
The box bore this placard: *‘Drop reading 
matter for the sick in here.’”’ ‘‘Anyt’ing 
de matter wid dat?’ he queried, grinning 
from ear toear. Then he added, ‘‘ De lit- 
tle bookies are in dere.’’ The watcher 
was so overcome by the audacity of the 
thing that the lad easily jerked loose and 
scampered away. The last his captor 
saw of him he was standing on the curb 
dancing a lively quickstep and with his 
left eyelid drawn down in a significant 
wink. Half a day’s pay is coming to the 
boy from the drug firm. The chances 
are, thouzh, that he will not call around 
to get it. 


MORE NEW STORES. 


There is hardly any doubt but that 
there is very little prospect for any im- 
provement in the drug business until 
after the November election, but the 
druggists are not to be idle in the mean- 
while, as it has been decided by a number 
of them to make large improvements, and 
when the busy season begins they will be 
better prepared to meet their customers. 
Of recent date there have been a number 
of rows of dwellings erected in various 
sections of this city, and as there has been 
a store erected on each corner, there is 
considerable competition among the 
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young druggists to secure one to build 
up a business. These stores are not be- 
ing sought after by the new druggists 
alone, but in some instanzes the older 
ones are branching out. 


THE PARK SUIT. 


The members of the N. W. D. A. are 
anxiously waiting for the decision in the: 
suit brought by John D. Park Sons & 
Co. against the Assoviation. It has been 
some time since this suit was tried, and a 
decision is expected almost any day. It 
is, however, believed by the wholesale 
druggists that it will be in their favor, 
for if it is not it is thought that, as far as 
New York is concerned, its Proprie 
tary Committee will cease to do business. 


CONDITION OF THE DRUG TRADE. 


Since the last letter there has been 
very little if any change in the condition 
of the drug business in this city. There 
is, however, a greater demand tor goods 
for the country, but as far as the city is 
concerned, the orders are few and far be- 
tween. Collections are somewhat fair, 
but they are considered bad, and it is pre- 
dicted that before the November election 
they will be worse. Many of the druggists 
here, especially the larger ones, are tak- 
ing an interest in the coming election and 
are doing all they can for the fight for 
sound money. 


Philadelphia News Notes. 


M. N. Kline of Sinith, Kline & French, who 
has been away on a short vacation, has re- 
turned, being greatly benefited by his few 
days’ rest. 


W. W. Chalfant has bought the store at Fif- 
teenth and Tasker streets. It is said that this 
store was formerly conducted by a druggist for 
a gentleman who was not a registered druggist, 
and the recent decision of the court has fright- 
ened _him into disposing of his store. 


George M. Smyth, a representative of John 
M. Maris & Co., recently met with an accident, 
and is now suffering from a severe fracture of 
the ribs. It has not, however. detained him at 
home, and he is now inthe West trying to do 
business as usual. 


Alfred G. Burk, the genial representative of 
Alfred Wright, perfumer, has returned from a 
pleasant vacation. During his release from 
work he visited a number of the seaside resorts 
and had a jolly good time. For the next few 
weeks he will go the rounds of the principal 
towns in this State, and judging by the way he 
started out he expects to do a good business. 


On August 12, Henry F. Wharton, auditor of 
the assigned estate of the Lapp Drug Company 
of this city, will file his report in the Court of 
Commun Pleas No. 1. It has been some time 
over a year now since this company closed their 
doors, and if it had not been for the illness of 
the Assignee Lapp, it is more than probable 
that a statement would have beer made. As it 
is, the rate of dividend declared is 54.475 per’ cent. 


Theodore Maris of the firm of John M. Maris 
& Co. has returned from a trip abroad, where 
he has been for the last two months. During 
his sojourn in Europe he visited Germany, 
Bohemia, England, France, Belgium and a num- 
ber of other places. This trip was one practi- 
cally of pleasure and of business, and in some of 
the cities he bought a large line of chemical 
ware and decorated glass. In the latter article 
this firm intends to make quite a specialty, and 
they expect the invoice to arrive in a few 
weeks. 


George C. Bower, who for the past few years 
has been the secretary of the Proprietary Com- 
mittee of the N. W. D. A., resigned from his 
position on July 3l, to accept a more protitable 
one with the J. C. Ayer Company of Lowell, 
Mass Heisto become, it is said, superintend- 
ent of this house and in many ways is to assist 
the treasurer. Mr. Bower has been succeeded 
by Joseph E. Toms, who is well known in rail- 
road and financial circles Mr. Toms was fora 
number of years located at Norfolk with the 
Norfolk & Western Railroad Company, being 
at one time stenographer and chief clerk to the 
general agent and latterly assistant to the gen- 
eral freight agent of the Bay Line steamers at 
Baltimore. 
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OHIO. 


Cincinnati. 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, August 5.—There 
has been considerable talk in drug circles 
during the past week or ten days over the 
withdrawal of Messrs. Simonson and Wet- 
terstroem from the faculty of the Cincin- 
nati College of Pharmacy. While the 
gentlemen did not resign their positions 
they refused to be reappointed, which is 
virtually the same thifg. Prof. William 
Simonson is one of the best known chem- 
ists in Obio and a member of the drug 
firm of Werner & Simonson, at Ninth 
and Race streets, in this city. For a 
number of years he was the manager of 
Heuster’s Pharmacy, at Seventh and Elm 
streets. He has been the corresponding 
secretary of the College of Pharmacy and 
assistant to Prof. Charles C. T. P. Fen- 
nel of the chair of chemistry. He has 
been a hard and earnest worker for the 
institution, and his-tireless efforts have 
done much to make the college the great 
success it has been of late years. 

Prof. Albert Wetterstroem has a drug 
store in Cumminsville, and he is also 
well and favorably known. Ever since 
his graduation from the College of Phar- 
macy he has been identified with the in 
stitution as a teacher. Of late years he 
has been a demonstrator in pharmaceuti- 
cal laboratory, over which he has had ex- 
clusive charge. 

Both of these gentlemen give their rea- 
son for severing their connection with 
the College of Pharmacy, that they are 
opposed to continuous sessions, such as 
have been adopted. They admit that the 
college may have been forced to such a 
course by the trend of affairs, but they 
are strenuous in their opposition notwith- 
standing, It is hinted in some circles, 
however, that the two gentlemen named 
severed their connection with the college 
on account of ill feeling toward Prof. C. 
T. P. Fennel, who has done so much for 
the institution for years, and who has 
been the chemist. and still acts as such, 
for the Dairy and Food Commission for 
the southern district of Ohio. 


NO ILL FEELING. 


Professor Simonson declared that he 
had no such feeling against Professor 
Fennel, and that his action was governed 
by the cause mentioned above. Professor 
Wetterstroem, when asked about his ac- 
tion said: ‘‘I have no personal feeling 
against Fennel, but I am from Cummins- 
ville, and you know this is a slow place. 
I do not feel that I am able to teacha 
student to get through college in one year 
when it should require just twice that 
long. This may be a poor excuse for my 
action, but it is better than none. I think, 
however, that the college will be able to 
get along without him.”’ 

Thus far little has been said about who 
shall succeed Messrs. Simonson and Wet- 
terstroem. It is pretty generally under- 
stood that H. C. Ulen can replace Profes- 
sor Simonson if he so desires, but a suc- 
cessor to the other gentleman has not been 
mentioned. In this connection it may be 
well to state that the College of Phar- 
macy, which was never more prosperous, 
may be merged into the University of 
Cincinnati, just as was done with the 
Medical College of Ohio. It is under- 
stood that the trustees of the University 
look with favor on taking in the College 
of Pharmacy, and the officers of the last 
named institution are said to be of the 
same mind. It only remains for the formal 


arrangements to be made, and this will 
probably occur in the near future. 


POISONOUS CONFECTIONERY. 


The efforts of the Dairy and Food Com- 
mission officers for the past fortnight 
have been directed against alleged poison- 
ous confections which are said to be in the 
market. ‘ All Day Suckers.’’ which the 
children have been eating, is one of the 
things against which war has been de- 
clared. This commodity has been a great 
bread winner for its owners, as the school 
children bave devoured them by the 
wholesale. It is claimed, however, that 
they are colored with aniline dyes and 
that they therefore contain more or less 
arsenic. Whether this is true or not will 
be known only when an analysis is made 
in court. Spurious catsups have also been 
collected by the commissioners, as it is 
claimed that too much salicylic acid is 
used in their manufacture. What the 
outcome of these cases will be is a matter 
of much speculation, but the fact cannot 
be denied that convictions in the future 
will be far and few between when a jury 
is obtained. The recent exposure of the 
methods employed by certain officers of 
the commission, together with the many 
reversals in the Court of Common Pleas, 
is the cause for the change. The action 
of Squire Tyrrell in allowing the defend- 
ant a right to analyse the commodity 
confiscated at bis place has made matters 
worse for the commission, as they have 
virtually taken snap judgment against a 
number of grocers and druggists. At 
least that is the claim made openly and 
above board by a number of tradesmen. 
The feeling in the city against the officers 
of the commission is very bitter, the 
druggists especially taking no pains ‘to 
show their disgust for the course pursued 
by Professor Fennel. This was shown by 
the recent action of the Academy of Phar- 
macy. Thus far the suit of A. J. White, 
president of the Pre-Digested Food Com- 
pany, against Dr. McNeal ana others of 
the Dairy and Food Commission, has not 
materialized, and the people are waiting 
to see what each succeeding day will 
bring forth. 


Heard on the Streets. 
Soda water business is booming. 
Will Wagner's store has been decorate. 


Harry Streithorst has returned from his 
annual vacation. 


George Eger. Sr., is suffering with the rheu- 
matism. He is laid up. 


John H. Koenig and his pretty bride are now 
on their way to Europe. 


George Geise is going to move his pharmacy 
from Sixth street, west, to Central avenue, near 
Sixth. 


Ed. Voss has sold his drug store at Bavmiller 
and Wade streets to George Roth, a former 
clerk of his. 


M. F. Keeshan has moved his drug store from 
Gilbert avenue and Nassau street to Fifth and 
Sycamore, in the new Glenn Building. 


The pretty pharmacy which was established 
in Cumminsville a few years ago by Albert 
Meininger is now in the name of his wife. 


Fred Gravy. the clever clerk at Overbeck’s 
pharmacy at Davton street and Freeman ave- 
nue. is confined to his bed with a severe attack 
of rheumatism. 


GC. A. Doerr, the well-known pharmacist at 
Central avenue and Liberty street. is spending 
his vacation cruising on the lake at Put-in-Bay. 
He will be gone two weeks. 

Gus Weisbrodt is running the pharmacy in 
Cumminsville in the Miller Block. and he re- 
ports business as booming. Gus formerly hada 
paving drug store in Middletown, Mo. 

The accomnlished bride of John H. Koenig, 
the clever West End pharmacist. is a sister-in- 
law of Attornev De Wald of the well-known 
firm of Phares, Von Seggern and De Wald. 
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Dr. Emil W. Bayer, who recently obtained 
the degree of M.D., has been appointed to the 
chair of chemistry at the Cincinnati College of 
Medicine and Surgery on upper Vine street. 


Henry Eichler, who formerly conducted a 

aying drug store on McMillen street, Walnut 

ills, is now running the long-established phar- 
macy of Julius Greyer at Vine street and Mc- 
Micken avenue. 


On account of a press of business Johnny 
Bauer. the well-known druggist at Sycamore 
and Milton streets, was unable to go to Camp 
Moses Cleveland with the First Regiment 
O.N.G.T., was the first time he missed. 


Andrew Jergine & Co., the well-known soap 
makers of this city, are making infants of 
saponacious matter on which are signs advocat- 
ing the election of both McKinley and Bryan. 
One of the infants is of white soap and the other 
is black. They retail for a nickel. 


W. H. Hanna, the well-known druggist of 
Georgetown, Ohio, was in the city for several 
days last week buying goods for his store. Al- 
though bearing the same name, the Brown 
County “ pill roller” is not related to the man- 
ager of the campaign of Candidate McKinley. 


During the absence of Druggist John H. 
Koenig 1n Europe with his accomplished bride, 
his store will be looked after by Samuel Siem- 
enthal, one of the best known pharmacists of 
this neck of the woods. The good paying busi- 
ness will not suffer under his charge. 


In the window of Ed. Voss’s drug store, at the 
southwest corner of Vine and Twelfth streets, 
is a novel display of goods which has caused 
quite a good deal of talk around town. All 
goods needed for the successful care of infants 
are to be seen in the cleverly arranged show 
window. 

Joe Lambert, who gave up the retail drug 
business on account of ili health, is now sojourn- 
ing at St. Louis with his stable of blooded 
horses. Latest reports from the Mound City 
are to the effect that Joe’s bang tails are not 
in as good trim as they might be. He is said to 
be in need of a new trainer. 

Albert Bingel, the popular druggist at Syca- 
more and Webster streets, is still sojourning at 
Heidelberg, Germany. During his absence 
abroad. Mr. Bingel will make a collection of 
rare botanical plants and specimens of which he 
has one of the finest collections in the city. His 
collection is second only to that of the Lloyds. 


Julius Greyer, than whom no druggist in the 
city is better known, is now in charge of the 
Meininger pharmacy on Chase street in Cum- 
minsville. This is, without doubt, the finest 
store inthe city. It was established by Albert 
Meininger, a member of the Ohio State Board 
of Pharmacy. The store is almost opposite the 
residence of Chief of Police Deitsch, and is fur- 
nished in natural wood. 


F. M. Denecke for a number of years con- 
nected with the wholesale drug trade of Cin- 
cinnati has opened an office at 418 Race street, 
as drug broker and manufacturers’ agent. He 
isrepresenting McKenzie Bros. & Hillof New 
York in both perfumery and essential oils, and 
has every prospect of doing a very fine busi- 
ness. as he is admirably fitted for the line of 
work which he has taken up. 


Cleveland. 


CLEVELAND, OnIOo, August 3.—The old 
Cleveland pharmaceutical baseball club, 
which, in days gone by, suffered so many 
defeats and won so many victories while 
playing with the Detroit Pharmaceutical 
team, is now no more; the club has dis- 
banded. No one can tell when it hap- 
pened, no one cares to describe how it 
happened, suffice to say Louie Hopp, 
Phillip Lehr and a few other disconsolate 
fans absolutely refuse to be comforted. 

Recently an effort was made to reor- 
ganize the club, but several druggists 
made decided objections, and so there 
the matter rested. Daniel Myers said he 
didn’t want to play any more ball, for 
the very sight of a diamond made him 
sick. Phillip Acker said that the very 
thought of a bat made him bawl. Drug- 
gist May said that his wife had claimed 
his baseball pants and was using them 
for bloomers, and many other equally as 
sensible reasons were advanced for not 
reorganizing. Hence the enthusiastic 
fan will have to be content with what 
batting he gets from his mother-in-law, 
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and with what bawling the young ones 
do. 
SCANDAL IN THE PENITENTIARY. 


The scandal in the penitentiary Board 
of Managers at Columbus took a new 
turn a few days ago, when fresh charges 
were brought against the steward of the 
penitentiary. The latest contribution in 
the shape of charges is from the head 
physician, and charges that the steward 
is guilty of carelessness and extrava- 
gance He further says that the steward 
is ignorant, and that he possesses neither 
discretion nor judgment in sufficient 
quantities to enable him to hold his pres- 
ent position. The physician also says 
that the steward should not be allowed 
to purchase drugs and other dangerous 
supplies, as his ignorance may at some 
= time bring about disastrous re- 
sults. 


A QUEER TURN TO THE LABEL LAW. 


The Pure Food and Drug Department 
of Ohio has a question under considera- 
tion which is causing Food Commissioner 
McNeal and other officials of the Commis- 
sion much worry. By the requirement 
of the State law a person is compelled 
to place a label on every bottle that con- 
tains mixtures that are of a doubtful 
nature. A manufacturer who has quite 
a run of trade throughout the State sells 
his flavoring extracts and enjoys a free- 
dom that others do not. He prints his 
labels in French and thus places a new 
interpretation on the law. 


THE WEST HOUSE PHARMACY. 


The favorable prognostications made 
when Uthe & Blatz opened their store at 
109 Columbus avenue, Sandusky, Ohio, 
under the West House have been amply 
justified by the success with which they 
have met. 

Charles A. Utheis and has been favor- 
ably known in drug circles for the past 
20 years, having served in several of the 
largest stores in Cleveland and Toledo 
prior to locating in Norwalk, where for 
the past several years he has ranked fore- 
most among the druggists of that city. 
He is an active member of the Ohio 
State Pharmaceutical Society, trustwor- 
thy and progressive. 

Charles L. Blatz isa graduate of the 
New York College of Pharmacy, class of 
*89, and for ten years did active service 
in several of the largest prescription 
stores in New York City. 

Mr. Hiltz, their assistant, is also a 
graduate of the New York College of 
Pharmacy and was until recently associ- 
ated with his brother in the drug busi- 
ness in Brooklyn, N. Y., where he p re- 
sided over the prescription department. 

With such a combination of ability, 
industry, tact, judgment and experience, 
the success of the firm seems thoroughly 
assured. 


Cleveland Notes. 


Bart Whitaker of Columbus, is in town calling 
on the trade. 


J. A. Tyler of Strong, Cobb & Co., has sailed 
for Carlsbad, Germany, where he will endeavor 
to recuperate his health. 


A rumor is going the rounds that Dr. McNeal 
is very angry at the State Association for pass- 
ing resolutions against the Ng mere and 
that he may bring suit against the memb2rs of 
the committee that drew up the resolutions. 


Henry Lannert, who conducts a pharmacy on 
St. Clair street, will start for Wisconsin ina 
few days, where he will spend a few weeks 
among the game of that region. Hoe will go by 
way of the lakes and will make the trip in com- 
pany with several friends. 


Cleveland will be well represented at the 
coming meeting of the American Association 
at Montreal. G. L. Heckler, George W. Voss, S. 
E. Barr of Canton and Secretary Hopp of the 
State Association will be among those who wiil 
go. The latter will not ride in the common band 
wagon, but will take in the pleasures of the trip 
in company with his wife. 


The condition of trade in and about Cleveland 
has ‘improved wonderfully within the past few 
weeks. Especially is this true of the drug trade 
and that of soda water. It can safely be attrib- 
uted ;to the Centennial celebration, which has 
a several hundred thousand visitors to 

e city. 


Lewis C. Hopp has at last joined the benedicts 
and is the recipient of congratulations innu- 
merable from every quarter. Mr. Hopp enjoys 
the reputation of being the most widely popu- 
lar pharmacist in the State of Ohio, and his 
friends all unite in hoping that his marriage 
will in no wise diminish his interest in pharma- 
ceutical affairs, for he is too efficient and too 
active a worker to be spared. 


Henry Fischer, a west side druggist, has a 
showcase that is attracting a great deal of at- 
tention. It is made entirely of French plate 
glass, with the exception of the base, which is, 
_ 8 inches high and is of Italian marble. 
The case is without any frame whatever, the 
immense sheets of plate glass being held to- 
gether by nickel plate rivets. The shelves on 
the inside of the frame are also of glass, and are 
hung from the top with highly po ished chains. 


Eugene Remey, a graduate of the Cleveland 
School of Pharmacy, has bought out the Cen- 
tral avenue peraery. which was the property 
of August Zickes, one of the oldest and best 
known pharmacists in the city. The sale is 
made on the condition that if Mr. Remey does 
not like the location and is dissatisfied with the 
business he can back out of the contract, pro- 
viding he does so within two weeks time. The 
property is on the corner of Central avenue and 
a's — and was formerly owned by W. 

. Bubua. 


W. B. Cousins has sold his pharmacy to J. G. 
Schneurer. Mr. Cousins came to this city 
from Iowa several years ago, where he had 
conducted a pharmacy. Upon arriving here he 
took possession of F. C. Emde’s drug store, and 
by constant application and diligence soon 
worked up a good trade. He isa member of 
the Cleveland Pharmaceutical Association and 
is well known throughout Northern Ohio. Mr. 
Schneurer, who is also a member of the asso- 
eiation, is a graduate of the Philadelphia Col- 
lege of Pharmacy, but has lived in this city for 
several years. The store is situated on East 
Prospect street. 
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MICHIGAN. 
Retailers Report Good Trade. 


DETROIT, Mich., August 1.—The regu- 
lar midsummer stagnation has settled 
down upon the city, and the average 
merchant feels himself lucky if he pays 
expenses. Not so with the enterprising 
druggists of this city, however. They 
appear to be about the only people 
busy nowadays. One of them told 
me confidentially, however, and I guess 
it is no great secret, that if it was 
not for his soft drink adjunct, he 
wouldn’t be init. ‘Detroit is essentially a 
summer drink city, and the druggists ap- 
preciate the fact by putting in the most 
expensive plants. Many of the wealthy 
class of citizens are at present out of the 
city, and so this eliminates a stimulating 
factor to trade. Some people maintain 
that the constant agitation of the coinage 
question is having considerable to do 
with the dull period, and they may not 
be far out of the way. Michigan is a 
free silver State. 


General News Briefly Told. 


W.H. Butler of Starville, Mich., has sold his 
store to E. B. Hill. 


R. E. Hawkes has succeeded C. A. White in the 
drug business at Grand Rapids, Mich. 


R. N. Whalen, formerly of Loeffer & Whalan, 
Kalamazoo, Mich., has gone into business at 
Bloomingdale, Mich. 


J. L. Friend of the 97 pharmacy class, Uni- 
versity of Michigan, is traveling for Lambert 
& Lowman in Illinois. 


H. S. Shannon, one of Lambert & Lowman’s 
chemists of Detroit, will marry a sweet Mon- 
treal belle in September. 


T. S. Warner, formerly with H. H. Burdick & 
Co. of Bay City, Mich., now represents Lambert 
& Lowman, manufacturers of Detroit, in Iowa. 


J.D. Sheridan, a Muskegon, Mich., druggist, 
made an assignment, July 6, for the benefit of 
his creditors. The assets and liabilities are 
both small. 


Charles Hueber, Sr., father of Charles F. 
Hueber, a Port Huron, Mich., druggist, died 
recently at the residence of the latter, with 
whom he had resided about ten years. 


Clare Phillips of North Lansing was recently 
sent to the House of Correction, at Detroit, for 
90 days for obtaining goods by false pretenses 
from Hedges & Gibson’s drug store at Lansing. 


C. W. Townsend, who passed with the best 
standing the examination at the last meeting 
of the Michigan Board of Pharmacy, has ac- 
cepted a situation with Dr. E. W. Bromley of 
Port Huron. 


E. T. Webb, one of the leading druggists of 
Jackson, Mich., is owner of a summer hotel at 
Pointe Au Pines, on Bois Blanc, Mich., in the 
Straits of Mackinac. He will spend a month or 
two there with his family. 


Will Todd of the old drug firm of Waldron & 
Todd, Jackson, Mich., with a party of five 
friends, is ee a month with a sail boat at 
Mulett Lake, a delightful piece of water, near 
Mackinac, in Northern Michigan. 


The firm of Woodward & Payne, composed of 
C.J. Payne and Byron Woodward, at Pontiac, 
Mich., has been dissolved, and the business is 
now conducted under the name of C. J. Payne 
& Co. For the present, at least, Mr. Woodward 
is on the retired list. 


Werner Nikander, who recently sold out his 
drug business at Red Jacket, Mich., has moved 
to Negaunee, Mich., and bought out an old- 
established business. He intended to locate in 
Hancock, but could not consummate the deal 
he had in view, and went to Negaunee instead. 


C. E. Humphrey of Holly, formerly manager 
for Charles A. Wilson, has bought out W. A. 
Tuttle of that place. He was about to start a 
new store and had commenced fitting up, 
when Mr. Tuttle made him the proposition 
that led to the change. Thus Holly is saved 
from having three drug stores, where two is 
enough. 


Morford & Hyzer of Ypsilanti found two 
partially consumed boxes of matches among 
their stock recently, and are congratulating 
themselves on a narrow escape from a confla- 
gration. They now devote their leisure time 
to speculating on the possible way in which the 
matches became ignited. 


One of the soda fountains in the drug store of 
Dr. Fabry at Benton Harbor, Mich., exploded, 
while a clerk, Harry Weber, was moving the 
fountains in the basement. One side struck 
Mr. Weber on the knee, and the other tore his 
hand badly. The fountain was charged with 
180 pounds pressure when it burst. 


Frank Yott, formerly with A. E. Mummery 
of Ann Arbor, has accepted a position with 
Dr. J. G. White of Mt. Clemens, Mich. Dr. 
White, who came from Canada a few months 
ago, has gone to his former — to settle up 
his business affairs. and will then return to Mt. 
Clemens and becomea fully developed Ameri- 
can. 

The contract to furnish the poor of Grand 
Rapids, Mich., with drugs for the ensuing year 
was awarded by the Board of Poor Commis- 
sioners to Stecketee & Hoedmacher, who were 
the lowest bidders. Nearly all the druggists 
in the city made bids. The drugs will be placed 
inacity store room, and will be dispensed by 
the city physician. 


S. Zeller has opened a drug store at Sault Ste 
Marie, Mich., which is said to bea beauty in 
every sense of the word. The fittings are of 
oak,‘handsomely carved and finished in oil, and 
the scene is reflected by a large plate glass 
mirror in the rear. The stock is entirely new 
and the ie re department is in charge of 
Nelson A. Hall, a capable young pharmacist. 
Mr. Zeller, the proprietor, is an able chemist 
and was until recently in the employ of Con- 
way & Co. of the same city. 


PROFESSOR COLLIER DEAD. 


Prof. Peter Collier of Ann Arbor, Mich., died 
recently. at his home, 33 South Ingalls street. 
He was a brother-in-law of President Angell of 
the Michian University, his wife being a sister 
of the latter. Professor Collier graduated at 
Yale in the early sixties, and soon after became 
professor of chemistry and physics in the Uni- 
versity of Vermont. Later he became chemist 
in the Agricultural Department at Washing- 
ton. After filling that position for some time, 
he took charge of the State Agricultural Exper- 
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iment Station at Geneva, N. Y., and filled that 
piace with distinguished ability. He came to 
Ann Arbor last December, on account of failing 
hcalth, hoping that he would be benefited by 
the change, but failed to receive it. A widow 
and daughter are left to mourn their Joss. The 
remains were taken to Providence, R. I., for 
interment. 


MUST HAVE TRIED HIS TEMPER. 


About 2 oclock one morning lately, Hon. 
Frank Wells, a Lansing, Mich., druggist, was 
awakened from his slumbers by the loud ring of 
the; telephone bell at his residence. He arose, 
and went to the "phone. - 

“This is Captain Black, of the police force,” 
was the startling information he received. 

** What have I done?” 

“Nothing; but there was an explosion at 
your store, and we think some one is inside. 
The store is guarded, front and rear, and if you 
will bring your key we will investigate.” 

Mr. Wells and his son dressed ina hurry and 
all went tothe store. It was found that a bottle 
of ammonia had exploded and caused about $10 
worth of perfumery to be spilled. , 

Mr. Wells and his son went home and had just 
retired, when the door bell rang. 

** Who is there ?” he asked. 

“Captain Black, of the police force,” was the 
answer. ‘“ We have locked a dog up in your 
store, and would like a key, so that we can let 
him out.” (!!) What the druggist said had bet- 
ter not be told. 





Chicago News Notes. 


A. K. Lewis, representative of Johnson & 
Johnson, returned from an Eastern trip on the 
2d inst. 


Porter B. Fitzgerald of Morrisson, Plummer 
& Co., returned on Monday from his vacation, 
which he spent in Michigan. 


O. T. Eastman of the Searle & Hereth Com- 
any returned last week from the East, where 
he has been spending his vacation. 


Geo. H. Rives, the Western agent for the Tor- 
sion Balance Scale Company, left for the East 
on Friday last to spend a few days. 


F. M. Schmidt of the Schiller pharmacy will 
open a new store in Blue Island in a few days; 
the order for the entire outfit was placed with 
Whitall, Tatum & Co., through John F. Mat- 
thes, their Western manager. 


The $250 drug license ordinance has been again 
brought before the City Council recently. but 
nothing was passed in regard to it. This ordin- 
ance is introduced at pretty regular intervals, 
but no one ever expects to see it become a law. 


Johu F. Matthes returned on the Ist inst. 
from the East, where he has been spending his 
vacation. During that time he visited the home 
office of his firm, Whitall, Tatum & Co., and 
made arrangements for carrying a full line of 
sundries here, in order to be able to fill city 
orders without delay. 


Oscar S. Belting, proprietor of the arg seeres 
at the corner of West Jackson and Halsted 
streets, and 249 South Western avenue, made 
an assignment to John A. Brady for the benefit 
of his creditors. The liabilities are placed at 
$12,000, with assets, nominally, about the same 
figures. 


Geo. Oglesby, formerly clerk for W. Bodeman, 
Lake avenue and Fiftieth street, is now head 
clerk for Frank E. Taft, who has opened a new 
drug store at the corner of Fifty-third street 
and Jefferson avenue. He still retains his posi- 
tion, however, as city salesman for the Searle 
& Hereth Company. 


Otto Matkin of the firm of Matkin Brothers, 
druggists, at the corner of Berkeley avenue 
and Forty-third street, has returned to the city 
after an absence of 15 months, which he spent 
in New Mexico, looking after some mining in- 
terests. Mr. Matkin said that the mining pros- 

‘ts were much brighter than those of the 
retail drug trade in a city already overcrowded 
with drug stores. 


F. A. Wheeler, who has fora long time past 
conducted a pharmacy at the corner of Fity- 
seventh street and Wentworth avenue, has 
opened a new store at the corner of Green and 
Sixty-third streets. The old store will be under 
the management of John Ordway. ‘The fittings 
for the new store were supplied by Whitall, 
Tatum & Co., through John F. Matthes, the 
Western manager. 


MISSOURI. 


St. Louis, August 2.—This is the 
season when everybody and his wife take 
their vacations. A number of our local 
pharmacists will enjoy a week or so down 
in the Ozark country, a favorite resort 


for fishermen. A small party of pnar- 
macists will leave about the middle of 
the month for St. Paul, Minn. The trip 
up the river has long been a favorite one 
for St. Louis druggists. Those who can- 
not get away for longer than a week 
usually go on a boat excursion to either 
Memphis, Tenn., or to Keokuk, Iowa. 
There are a number of proprietors in this 
city who do not realize the value or 
necessity of an occasional rest from the 
stern duties and struggles of life. They 
neither go themselves nor allow their 
clerks a vacation. During the dull sea- 
son, which we usually experience in mid- 
summer, they sit around and complain, 
and think and talk of their troubles. 
The expense of taking a vacation from 
our city is small, and one only needs to 
greet the smiling countenance of a phar- 
macist returning from an outing, and 
see how merrily he takes hold of his 
duties again, to realize the valué and im- 
portance of a little pleasure trip, at least 
once a year. 


A GOOD TIME IN STORE FOR ST. LOUIS 
DRUGGISTS, 


On Thursday, August 13, the Alumni 
Association of the St. Lonis College of 
Pharmacy will give a grand onting and 
basket picnic at Meramec Highlands. 
An interesting programme has been ar- 
ranged. There will be games of vari. 
ous kind, races, a progressive euchre 
party, and, last but not least, a baseball 
match between the members of the St. 
Louis Drug Clerks’ Society and the 
alumni members. Every druggist and 
drug clerk is being urged to attend. Of 
course someone must stay at home and 
look after the stores; and it is told that 
in a prominent store in Carondalet the 
proprietor and clerk drew straws to see 
who should stay at home. The pro 
prietor lost, and so declared the contest 
off, and that he would go anyway. 
President Hagenow is making strenuous 
efforts to get Lhe older members out on 
this occasion. Of late years a great 
many of the older members are never 
seen on these occasions. 


Heard Around St. Louis. 


The St. Louis delegation to the A.Ph.A. will 
leave Saturday night, August 8. 


Wm. Laumann of Zumm’s pharmacy is at his 
post once more after a two weeks’ vacation. 


* H. E. Garthoffner, Ph.G., was recently in- 
stalled as head clerk at the Clinton pharmacy. 


Gus Waehrlin, one of the leading Carondalet 
druggists, is moving across the street into a new 
store building. 


Albert H. Koch, Ph.G., John and Florrisant 
avenue, is back at his post of duty after a long 
siege of sickness. 


Chas. H. Hahn, Ph.G., the voung proprietor 
at Twentv-fifth and Salisbury streets, is home 
from a visit in Kansas. 


Jacob Friez, the well-known south side drug- 
gist, is moving from Fourth’and,Convent streets 
to 1124 South Fourth street. 


One of the leading wholesale drug houses of 
the city recently asked a large number of their 
employees to take a 60-day vacation. 


Dr. H. M. Whelpley and his brother, Frank 
L., attended the meeting of the Illinois Phar- 
maceutical Association at Springfield. 


H. W. Young, a prominent north end pharma- 
cist, is entertaining his father and mother from 
Marion, Kans. r. Young, Sr., is a retired 
army officer. 


Philip G. Vierheller, head clerk at Heinmann'‘s 
pharmacy on Gravois Road, is spending a well- 
earned vacation at his old home down in the 
Ozark country. 


* H. F. Fricke, the hustling young pharmacist 
at Nineteenth and Madison streets, has pur- 
chased the handsome Taylor avenue pharmacy, 
at Taylor and Finney avenues. 


F. Juenglin, druggist at Fourteenth and Carr 
streets, is slowly recovering from a dangerous 


sick spell. As soon as able to travel, he will 
probably go out West for a month or so. 


L. A. Seitz, secretary of the Alumni Associa- 

tion of the St. Louis 7 of Pharmacy, has 

ust moved from 718 to 730 South Fourth street. 
r. Seitz’s trade had outgrown the old stand. 


All the medical colleges of this city have 
made their four years’ course obligatory, to 
take effect one year from this fall. This will 
apply to graduates in pharmacy as well as 
others. 


J.B. Herman, Easton and Vandaventer ave- 
nues, will soon move into elegant new quarters 
just across the street. Mr. Herman will open 
up with entirely new fixtures and many other 
improvements. 


_ E. A. Medler, one of the best-known druggists 
in St. Louis, has added the Clinton pharmacy, 
Grand and Finney avenues, to his list of stores. 
Mr. Medler also owns stores on St. Louis avenue 
and on Benton street. 


Chas. S. Roth, Ph.G., has resigned his position 
at the Taylor avenue pharmacy, and gone to 
his home at California, Mo., for a short vaca- 
tion. Upon retarning to the city, he will en- 
gage in business for himself. 


Theodore Hagenow, president of the Alumni 
Association of the St. Louis College of Phar- 
macy, has just got settled in new quarters 
across the street at Sixteenth street and Cho- 
teau avenue. He now has one of the most 
spacious and best arranged stores in the city. 


Otto D'Amour has purchased the Koch & 
Kemfpp drug store at High and Biddle streets. 
Mr. D’Amour was in the drug business for 
many years on North Broadway. About a 
year ago he sold out and has been in the real 
estate business until Lis recent purchase. 


C. Knecht, a well-known old-time druggist of 
this city, came up from Poplar Bluffs, Mo., to 
visit friends a few days last week. Mr. Knecht 
is taking quite a prominent part in politics at 
that place. He is running for City Collector 
on the Populist ticket, and as that party is in 
power there, they will probably have a druggist 
in the Collector’s office next term. 


VIRGINIA. 


RicHMonD, August 5.—The Richmond 
Drug Association adjourned in June to 
meet in September, owing to the heat of 
July and August. This association at 
its last meeting took some steps toward 
suppressing as much as possible the cut- 
ter who has so recently invaded these 
precin:ts, by appointing two committees 
to visit every store in the city to ascer- 
tain if the proprietors desired to unite 
with the association, and also for the 
purpose of soliciting small orders of 
patents that would be bought in quan- 
tity by the associaticn and distributed in 
quantities to suit each dealer, of course 
dividing the quantity discount among 
themselves. 

This plan, however, has not been very 
successful, because here as elsewhere the 
jobbers have almost entire control of the 
drug stores, and consequently they (the 
proprietors) are almost powerless to help 
themselves, and in consequence business 
suffers accordingly, while the prices of 
various goods is in a stateof chaos. This 
association, previous to the institution of 
cutting,’resolved,after much deliberation, 
decided to manufacture, or have it done, 
most preparations to supplant the patents 
and also the preparations dispensed on 
prescriptions. This had actually begun 
when the cutting began, and then the 
subject was dropped for the time being 
for the more important one of cutting. 
If this is continued, however, it will 
prove a revolution in the business por- 
tion of pharmacy here, for the sales of 
such preparations amount to more than 
of legitimate drugs. An interesting 
meeting, no doubt, will be that to be held 
next month, and it is important that 
every Richmond druggist be present. 

News Notes. 
T. A. Miller of Richmond has been recom- 


mended for reappointment on the State Board 
of Pharmacy. 
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Mr. ‘Hatch is relieving W. M. Williams, who 
owns the drug store on Venable street, while 
the Jatter is away on a fishing trip. 


Mr. Hartwell, formerly manager of the City 
Drug Store, Eighth and Main streets, has re- 
signed, and Messrs. Swank and Nelson have 
succeeded him. 

W. H. Nelson, Fourth and Leigh streets, had 
a white boy, who made a habit of loafing about 
the store, to enter his safe one morning, not 
long since, and take $80 therefrom which he 
succeeded in escaping from the store with, but 
when Mr. Nelson was asked -by a customer to 
change a note he discovered his loss and imme- 
diately reported his loss to the police, who soon 
landed the boy and money too. 


oo 
Frederick Stearns Honored. 


At a special meeting of the trustees of 
the Detroit art museum on June 28, 
Frederick Stearns and James E. Scripps 
were presented with elegant bronze med- 
als in recognition of their valuable gifts 
and untiring efforts on behalf of the mu- 
seum during the past 12 years. 

These medals were presented as a re- 
sult of the passage of the following reso- 
lution by the Board of Trustees : 

** Resolved, That in view of the munificent 
gifts to the Detroit Museum of Art both by 
Frederick Stearns and James E. Scripps, a 
medal be designed, struck off and presented to 
both these gentlemen, with appropriate inscrip- 
tions as a souvenir of their exceptional gene- 
a it further resolved, That in addition to 
this, the freedom of the Detroit Museum of Art 
be given ‘from henceforth to Mr. Stearns and 
Mr.Scripps, and their respective,families as may 
come into possession of these medals by inheri- 
tance or bequest.” 

The medals were presented by General 
Alger, who said, addressing Mr. Stearns 
and Mr. Scripps: 

‘*You have been great benefactors by 
your interest in this growing institution. 
Your gifts have been truly wonder- 
ful, and I know thousands of people 
will always hold you in grateful mem- 
ory. You have gained great wealth in 
your lives, but you have not hoarded it 
up. You have divided it with the pub- 
lic. You have had every thought for the 
advancement of this institution and I 
want to say ‘God bless you, for your 
thoughts for the people. But for such 
men as you there would have been no 
museum.’ ”’ 

On the obverse side of each medal is a 
fac-simile of the corporate seal. The re- 
verse side has an inscription reading : 
‘‘Presented by the corporation to James 
E. Scripps in recognition of his munifi- 
cent gift of paintings by the old masters, 
November 12, 1891 ;°’ and in case of Mr. 
Stearns, ‘‘On account of his munificent 
gift of objects in oriental art.”’ 

General Alger also paid a tribute to 
the memory of L. T. Ives, who had been 
a warm and helpful friend of the muse- 
um. In reply Mr. Stearns spoke as fol- 
lows: 

‘‘T tender my grateful thanks. I can 
hardly believe, however, that what I may 
have done for the Detroit Museum of 
Art has earned such distinction as this 
medal indicates. I have just passed the 
fiftieth anniversary of my entry into the 
art and practice of pharmacy as a means 
of livelihood. A combination of fortunate 
circumstances permitted me to retire ten 
years ago from active labor therein, and 
since then I have spent most of my time in 
travel and the study of other things than 
pharmacy, incidentally collecting many 
of the art and other objects now mounted 
in this museum. 

‘*T cannot say that my primary motive 
for making these collections was an un- 
selfish hope of doing the public good. It 
was rather a strong desire to supplement 
my moderate early education and the ex- 
perience gained by a close application to 








business for years by that observation 
and study of men and things which come 
from the opportunities of travel, and 
hence I think that a spirit of egoism has 
possessed me to know and to own—a sort 
of owning—omania as Nordau puts it. 

‘*For I hold that man, if immortal, 
owes it first to himself to mold his ac- 
tions in this world, so that his experi- 
ence may be richer, his knowledge fuller, 
his charity broader and his reverence for 
God as seen in nature quickened, all of 
which would seemingly fit him for that 
final change we call death. 

‘*It may be that egoism of this kind 
instead of an antithesis, is twin brother 
to altruism, the one involves the other. 
Hence the collection of the thousands of 
art objects here displayed, while they 
have formed an important source of 
knowledge and pure pleasure to me, I see 
now, if this medal means anything, that 
they promise to be a source of help and 
pleasure to future generations, who may 
not possess the opportunities of travel I 
have had. 

‘*Trustees of the Detroit Museum of 
Art, again I thank you.”’ 


J. F. Haynes. 


Among New York State traveling men 
J. F. Haynes, the hustling and gentle- 
manly salesman for Schieffelin & Co. of 
this city, holds the reputation of a win- 
ner, and a wide-awake, well posted sales- 











J. F. HAYNES. 


man. He was formerly with the house 
of Lehn & Fink, and has only recently 
identified himself with the old-established 
firm of Schieffelin & Co. He began his 
34 years of life in Ironton, Ohio, and at 
the age of 17 started in the retail business 
as a bottle washer, and in due course of 
time acquired a thorough knowledge of 
pharmaceutical manipulations. After 
five years’ apprenticeship he removed to 
Cincinnati, where he clerked in some of 
the leading pharmacies, picking up by 
the way an intimate acquaintance with 
the art of selling goods. His first expe- 
rience on the road was gained with Lehn 
& Fink of this city, in whose employ he 
worked successfully and made many 
warm friends among the retailers in his 
territory. His engagement with Scheffelin 
& Co. dates from June last. He makes 
calls on his customers at intervals of 
three weeks, covering New Jersey and 
that part of New York State lying con- 
tiguous to tre Hudson River, going as 
far up as Hudson and Catskill. His 


numerous friends throughout the State 
will readily recognize the genial Mr. 
Haynes from the portrait which accom- 
panies this notice. 


lec aed 
A Compact Ato 1i::°. 


We illustrate herewith a new form of 
atomizer recently issued from the fac- 
tory of the 
Mattson Rub- 
ber Company 
of New York 
City, which 
presents many 
advantages for 
the toilet and ° 
for application 
of some forms 
of medica- 
ments. Owing 
to the very 
compact form 
in which the 
atomizer is 
made it can be 
about 
with little 
trouble, taking 
up but very lit- 
tle room and 
; being very easy 
to manipulate. As a spray for the toilet 
table it is particularly valuable, since it is 
artistic in appearance and at the same 
time inexpensive. The valves and all 
the working parts are of the very high 
quality which characterizes all the goods 
put up by this firm, and such of our read- 
ers as have not already received price- 
lists and full description of this new at- 
omizer should write for them at once to 
the Mattson Rubber Company, 241 Green- 
wich street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

























WHOLESALE DRUGGIST PRICES 


A glance through our wholesale prices 
current will show a large number of 
changes in quotations, the majority of 
which are of minor importance. Many 
of the changes noted have been brought 
about by gradual alterations in the whole- 
sale market which have not been reflected 
immediately in the jobbing quotations. 
We note in detail a few only of the more 
important changes. 

Acid, pictic, is higher and quoted 50c. 

Beans, Tonka, Angosture, have weak- 
ened and are now quoted $2.50, a decline 
of 25c. 

Bismuth, Sutcarbonate, has declined, 
and is now quoted at $1.25. 

Calomel is lower in common with other 
materials, the present price being 75c. 

Chloral, Hydrate, has declined to $1.15. 

Cocaine, Hydrochloride, Cryst., has ad- 
= sharply, being now quoted at 

4.50. 
Codeine, Pure Alkaloid, has advanced 
50c., and is now quoted at $4.15, and the 
Sulphate has likewise increased 50c., the 
present quotation being $3 70. 

Corrosive Sublimate has declined, now 
being quoted at 65c. in crystal and 7c. 
for powdered. 

Opium shows an increase of 10c., the 
present quotation being $2.60 for gum 
and $3.25 for powdered. 

Oil Bergamot has advanced 25c., being 
now quoted $3.25; '‘Sanderson’s has also 
increased 25c., the present quotation be- 
ing $3.50. 

Oil Peppermint, redistilled, shows a de- 
crease of 15c., and is quoted at $2 60. 

Pilocarpine, Muriate, has declined 
from 25c. to 18c. 
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Review of the Wholesale Market. 


New York, August 9, 1896. 


It should be understood that the prices quoted in this 
report are strictly those current in the wholesale mar- 
ket, and that higher prices are paid for retail lots. The 
quality of goods frequently necessitates a wide range of 
prices. 





The market for Drugs and Dyestuffs 
and Chemicals continues without anima- 
tion, the usual midsummer dullness hav- 
ing fallen upon the trade. Interior deal- 
ers are still backward about buying in 
excess of immediate requirements, and 
speculation is practically at a standstill. 

here has been a fair movement in some 
of the leading staples and values have 
hardened a trifle for opium and its salts 
and quinine. New chamomile flowers 
are attracting some attention and com- 
mand fair prices. The market is grad- 
ually developing a firmer tone, though 
some uncertainty still exists as a result 
of the prevailing political excitement. 
Price changes during the period under 
review have been few and for the most 
part unimportant. We note the impor- 
tant fluctuations in the table below. 
Complaint is still made in some quarters 
regarding slowness of collections, which, 
however, is no new, thing at this season 
of the year. 


ADVANCED. DECLINED. 
Aniline oil. Arnica flowers. 
Cascara sagrada. Guarana. 


Brimstone. Cape aloes. 


Camphor. Gum_ arabic, picked 
Divi Divi. and sorts. 

Insect flowers, Gamboge. 

New chamomiles. Buchu leaves. 

Opium. Menthol. 


Camphor oil. Golden seal root. 
Artificial sassafras. Valerian root. 
Codeine. Anise oil. 

Sarsaparilla, Mexican. 


DRUGS. 


Alcohol continues in fair moderate in- 
quiry at the previous range of $2.31 to 
$2.35 for grain and 90c. for wood. 

Balsam Copaiba has sold to some ex- 
tent during the interval at 35c. to 36c. 
for Central American in large lots. The 
range for jobbing parcels is a shade 
higher—say, 37c. to 38c. Para has real- 
ized 40c. and is held firm at this price. 

Balsam Fir and Peru have remained 
quiet at nominally unchanged prices. 

Barks have been moving out freely in 
small lots and values have hardened in 
some instances owing to scarcity. Cas- 
cara sagrada is firmer and nothing offers 
below 4c. Sassafras continues at 614c. 
to 8c. Elm is firmer and 10c. to lic. is 
generally asked. Soap is sustained at 
3c. to 4e. 

Buchu leaves, short, are in better sup- 
ply, but important inquiry is lacking and 
prices have fallen off, with 7c. to 9c. now 
asked; long are held at 17c. to 18c. 

Cantharides continue neglected, but 
holders are firm in their views and values 
remain at the previous range. 

Chamomile flowers, New German, have 
been received and are meeting with a fair, 
steady request upon the basis of 18c. to 
22c.; last year’s crop is held at 15c. to 
17c.; German, old, continue inactive at 
7c. to 8c. 

Coca leaves are in better supply, and 
with a lack of important demand prices 
have eased off a trifle, 15c. to 18c. being 
asked for Truxillo and 28c. to 25c. for 
Huanuco. 

Cacao butter is held with a fair show 
of firmness at the quoted range. Full 
prices were realized at the last European 


public sales and a steady feeling prevails 
both there and in the home market. 

Codeine has advanced both here and 
abroad, 15c. in this market and 6d. in 
London. The lowest quotations are on 
the basis of $3.15 for bulk, in lots of five 
ounces or more, and up to $3.35 is asked 
in some quarters. 

Cod Liver Oil, Norwegian, continues 
quiet but firm. Reports from the fish- 
eries continue of a bullish character, 
the small catches of the past two seasons 
affording grounds for the belief in future 
scarcity of the oil. The oil is not pur- 
chased to any extent until early in the 
fall and winter, and an advance in price 
is anticipated when the demand sets in. 
The high price at which Norwegian oil 
has sold during the past year has brought 
a number of inferior oils to the front, 
and considerable care is necessary in the 
selection of brands if true Norwegian oil 
is desired. New oil is making its ap- 
pearance on the market, and for such $56 
to $60 is asked in some instances, though 
as low as $55 has been named. 

Insect flowers continue in demand and 
firm, with 22c. to 23c. named for open 
and 26c. to 27c. for closed flowers; pow- 
dered is selling fairly at our quotations. 

Juniper berries continue held at 1°gc. 
to 2c., with jobbing sales at these fig- 
ures. 

Morphine reflects the improved condi- 
tion of opium in increased firmness, and 
a slight advance is asked where small 
quantities are ordered. 

Menthol, Japanese, is in better supply 
and easier, $2.95 to $3 being generally 
quoted. 

Opium prices advanced a point after 
the publication of our last report, and 
this has been maintained since in the 
face of a limited inquiry. Holders 
evince no disposition to urge sales by 
price concession and $2.40 is quoted 
firmly for cases, while broken packages 
are maintaiued upon the basis of $2.4214 
to $2.45, and powdered $3.10 to $3.30. 

Quinine has sold well during the inter- 
val, several large lots changing hands, 
both for consumption and jobbing sales, 
within the range of 251gc to 2i7c., as to 
brand and quantity. Manufacturers con 
tinue to quote 28c. to 30c for large tins. 

Soap, Castile, continues in fair steady 
request, with jobbing sales of Conti’s at 
9c. 

DYESTUFES. 

Aniline oil and its salt are both higher, 
1744c. to 18c. being now asked. 

Cutch remains quiet, though fair sales 
of boxes are reported at 414c. to 5'4c. 

Divi divi is higher, $34 to $36 being 
now asked for round lots. 

. Nutgalls continue in moderate re- 
quest, with sales of blue Alleppo at 
12%c. to 13c. 

CHEMICALS. 

Arsenic, white, has declined in the 
English market, according to recent re- 
ports, but prices here are unaffected, 5c. 
being quoted firm for round lots on the 
spot. 

Bleaching powder develops no action 
of any consequence. The demand is 
limited and values are weak, $1.6214 to 
$1.75 representing the quoted range. 

Chlorate Potash has weakened under 
slight pressure to realize, and English is 
now offered at 844c. and Continental at 
8c., on dock. 

Citric Acid is a shade firmer under the 
influence of freer demand, and barrels 





are quoted at 35c. to 351gc ; kegs are 
held at 35%c. to 36c. 

Cream Tartar does not vary to any ap- 
“esi extent, crystals and powdered 

ing quoted at 2414c. ; 

Quicksilver is easier, with sales of single 
flasks reported as low as 4814c. 

Tartaric Acid has been in fair steady 
demand, and the values are well main- 
tained upon the basis of 30c. to 3014 and 
30%c. to 31c. for crystals and powdered 
respectively. - 

ESSENTIAL OILS. 


Anise has marked a further decline and 
holders now quote $1.90, which is the 
common selling price. 

Cassia is held with more firmness, with 
$1.45 to $1.50 generally quoted for low 
test grades, with up to $1.75 asked for 
high grades. 

Camphor is very scarce, and this, 
coupled with an active demand. has served 
to advance prices, 15c. to 16c. now repre- 
senting the range. 

Peppermint is firmer though without 
quotable change in price; tins quoted 
$1.50 to $1.70 and cases $2.15 to $2.20. 

Sassafras, Artificial, has marked an 
appreciable advance as a result of the 
rise in price of oil of camphor, which is 
the source of Artificial Sassafras. We 
quote the range at 33c. to 38c. for arti- 
ficial and 40c. to 42c. for pure. Safrol 
has been sold to the extent of 5 tons at 
40c., and is now held higher. 


GUMS. 


Aloes, Curacao has declined in value 
as the result of recent heavy receipts. 
Present prices are largely nominal; 2%c. 
is quoted for round lots ex-ship. 

Cumphor is firmer, and slightly higher 
since our last report, American refined 
in barrels is quoted 438c., cases, 44c. and 
Japan cases, 47c. Japan compressed is 
steady at 42c. to 44c. 

Arabic Gums of the different grades 
are in better supply and slightly easier, a 
decline of about 2c. being noted on each 
grade. 

Guaiac continues in fair jobbing de- 
mand with the sales at 15c. to 30c. 

Kino continues held and selling at the 
previous range of $2 to $2 50. 

Shellacs are a trifle irregular though 
D. C. is quoted firm at 29c. to 30c. T.N. 
is a shade weaker and 21c. to 2114c. will 
buy. 

' ROOTS. 


Aconite, German, is maintained at 71. 
to 81gc., but only small parcels are in- 
quired for. 

Calamus continues selling ina small 
way at 614 to 7c. for ordinary; bleached 
is held at 20c. to 24c. 


Golden Seal is slow of sale and there is 
some disposition shown to increase the 
distribution, supplies being offered at 
19c. to 20c. 


Ipecac is without change. small job- 
bing sales are making at $1.50 to $1.55. 


Sarsaparilla, Mexican, has arrived in 
some quantities during the past week 
and supplies are offering more freely and 
at slightly easier prices, say 5lgc. for 
round lots. 

SEEDS, 


There are few changes of interest to 
report in this department; the different 
varieties are in good jobbing request and 
maintained firmly at prices ruling for 
some time past. 























